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Cant 5. Remembrancer. 148 

Yea^ to my fouU (oh God!) and to my fmfes 
Difplay thy beauties and thy excellencies 
So plaine^ that I may have themJHU in fight ; 
And thoujhalt tver be my fi)le delight. 
The world though Jhejhould into pieces teare me 
With troubles ; from thy lovejhould never f care me \ 
Nor able be to tempt me from one duty 
To thee, with all herpleafures and her beauty. 

Behold] I came tofeeke thee^ Lord ; eifn here^ 
IVherCy to attend thy prefmce moft menfeare. 
Though here I faw the Peflilence withjiand me^ 
I flaid to know what worke thou wouldjl command me. 
From all the pleafures of the worlds and from 
Her hopes offafety^ I am hither come 
W/iere tfwu art angry : and to fee thy frowne 
Am cd thy feet y with terror ^ fallen downe, 
Yeiy hence I would notflye (aWiough I might) 
To gaine the chief eft of this worlds delight ^ 
Till I perceive thou bidd*ft me goe away ; 
Andy thenyfor twenty worlds y 7 would not flay, 

I came as heartily asflefh and blood 
Could come (that hath initfo little good) 
To doe theefervice : andy if dye J mufty 
LoCy here I am ; andy I pronoutue theejuft 
Although thou flay me yet myfoule well knowes 
Thou lovft me : Andy Jle truft in thee repofe. 
Though in my felfe Ifeele I am polluted ; 
Jfinde a better righteoufneffe imputed 
Then I have loft. Thy bleffed Love doth fill me 
With joys y that wUl revive mCy though thou kill me. 
My fins are great \ but thy compaffion^s greater, 
I have thy Quittance, though I am thy Debtor. 
Andy though my temp^ rail hopes may be deftroid\ 
Yety I have thofcy that ne7jerfhall be void, 

Ns Th 
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Thus, to the Lord, my foule I powred out, 

When I with dangers was enclosed about ; 

And though I was a (inner, this appealed 

His wrath in Chrill, and my griev'd foule was eafed. 

He gracioufly accepted, in a good part, 

This poore oblation of an humbled heart. 

His Mercy feaPd ray pardon; and I (hook 

The PeftiUnce (which hold upon me tooke) 

From off my (houlder, without fenfe of harme, 

As Paul did (hake the Viper from his arme. 

That weeke, moreover, God began to (lack 
His Bow^ and call his bloody Angdl backe ; 
Who by degrees retyr'd, as he came on. 
For, weeke by weeke, untill it fell to none, 
The number which the PeJHlence did kill. 
Was condantly, and much abated dill. 

When we were floating on that Inundation^ 
At firft we fent a camall Lamentation ; 
Which like the Raven (from Noahs Arke) did flye. 
And found nor red, nor hope of remedy. 
Then fent we Dove-\^^ Mournings : but their feet 
A while could with no reding places meet 
Then forth againe we fent them, out (rom hence, 
Wing'd with more Charity, and Penitence. 
And then, they brought an Olive-branch of peace. 
Which made us hopeful! of this Floods decreafe. 
The Lord, did favour to this Kingdome daigne, 
And, brought (rom thrall, his Jacob back againe. 

His peoples crimes he freely did releafe ; | 

His ire abated ; his hot rage did ceafe. 1 

His praife had in our Land a dwelling place ; 
And Mercy there, with luJUce did embrace. 

And 'twas a grace to be confidered, 
That a Difeafe, fo generally fpred, 

(And J 
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(And fo contagious) in few weeks (hould from 

So many thoufands, to a cypher come. 

That our infedlious beds, and roomes, and ftuffe, 

(Which in all likelyhood had beene enough 

To keepe the Plague among us, till it had 

Our Cities, and our Townes unpeopled made, 

Should from their noyfomnelTe, fo foone be freed, 

Is out of doubt a matter worth our heed. 

Yea, tis a Mercy (though mofl mind it not) 

Which in this Land (hould never be forgot : 

That from an enemy fo dangerous. 

So great a City and fo populous 

Should in three months be purified fo, 

That all men might with fafety, come and goe. 

For, e're the following Winter was expired, 
The Citizens where to their homes retired : 
The Terme from Reading, was recalled hither. 
From ev'ry Quarter, Clients came together ; 
New trading was begun ; another brood 
Soone fild the houfes which unpeopled (lood ; 
Our Gentry, tooke up their old randevow ; 
And fuch a concourfe through our (Ireets did flow, 
That ev'ry place was filFd : and, of all thofe, 
(Thofe many thoufands) who their lives did lofe 
(But fome few months before) no want was found. 
The people ev'ry where did fo abound. 

To thee oh Lord^ to thee oh Lord I be praife : 
For, thou dod wound and cure, flrike down and raife 
Thou kill'fl, and mak'd alive : thou frownft at night, 
And, thou art pleafed e're the morning light 
When we offend thee, thou a while do(l leave us ; 
When we repent, thou doll againe receive us. 
To mine thou deliver'ft us ; and then, 
Returtu againe (thou iix^yefonnes of men^ 

For 
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For, in thy wifedome thou confidered hail, 
That man is like a bubble, or a blafl : 
A heape of Duft^ a tuft of witherd'd Graffey 
A fading Flowre^ that foone away doth pafTe : 
A Moment fled, which never fliall retire ; 
Or fmoaking Flaxe^ that quickly lofeth fire. 
An idle DreamCy which nothing doth betoken ; 
A bniifed Reed^ which may with eafe be broken : 
And therefore do(l in ludgemmty Mercy minde. 
Yea, in thy greated anger thou art kinde. 

As is the fpace twixt heav'n and earth, above. 
So laige, to thofe that feare thee, is thy love. 
As far as doth from Ea/l, the Weji refide, 
So far thou dofl from us our fins divide. 
Such as a father to his childe doth beare, 
Such love is thine, to thofe who thee doe feare. 
Thy luJUce thou from age to age declared ; 
But, fuch as love thee, thou for ever fpareft. 
If thou but tume away, from us, thy face, 
Loe, we are breathlefle in a moments fpace. 
Thy looke doth us with life againe endue, 
And all our loiTes inflantly renew. 
As oft as we rebell, thou dofl forgive us ; 
And, though into diftreffe, fometime thou drive us ; 
Yet, alwayes in our forrowes we were eyed, 
And thou didft pleafe to heare us when we cried. 

With thirfl and hunger faint, fome flray'd afide, 
To feeke a place where fafe they might abide. 
With worfe then bands of irotty they where chained ; 
And, in the gloomy (hades of Death detained. 
With heat, and fickneife, they deje<Sled were ; 
And to deliver them, no helpe was there. 
Their wickednelTe, when they were plagued for. 
Their foules the fweeteil morfels did abhor. 

They 
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They for their follies, did afflicted lye, 
And, to the gates of Death approached nigh. 
Their foules within them were nigh dead with feare ; 
Yea, they diilradled, and amazed were. 

But, when to thee they called, they were eafed, 
And out of all their troubles quite releafed. 
Thou fent'ft abroad thy Word, and they were healed ; 
Thy IVrit of Indignation was repealed. 
Fro out of Death's black ihades they were reprieved ; 
And in their forrowes and their paines relieved. 
From Eall and Weft, from North & South, and from 
Their fev*rall wandrings, thou didft call them home : 
In ev'ry quarter of the Realme thou foughtft them ; 
Yea to their City back againe thou broughtft them : 
And there (now) joyfuU, and in health they be ; 
From all their feares, and all their dangers free. 

Oh ! would that men this love would think upon, 
And tell their feed what wonders thou haft done : 
Would they. Oblations^ of thankfgiving, bringing. 
Thy works would praife, and publifli them in fmging. 
Oh ! would they were fo wife that they might leame 
Thine infinite compaiTion to difcerne ; 
And that they "would aflift me to declare, 
How great thy Judgements and thy Mercies are ! 

Though none can of thy favours make relation, 
Nor fully utter all thy commendation ; 
Yet, let us doe our beft, that we may raife 
A thankfuU Trophee to thy boundlefTe praife. 
Let us, whom thou haft faved, thee confefTe, 
And to our utmoft pow*r thy goodnefTe bleffe. 
Let us proclaime thy bounties, in the ftreet. 
And, preach thee where thy CongregtUions meet 
Let us in private, at noone, morne, and night, 
And in all places, in thy praife delight 

Let 
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Let Prifuey and PrUJl^ and PeoplCy old, and yong, 
The rich, the poore, the feeble, and the (Irong, 
Men, Angels, and all creatures that have name, 
Vnite their powers, to publilh out thy fame. 

But, howfoever, others may endeavor, 
Let me oh ! God, let me oh God 1 perfever 
To magnifie thy glory. Let not day, 
Nor any morne, or evening, paffe away. 
In which I ihall not to remembrance bring 
Thy huigemcnis \ and of thy great Mercy y ling. 
Let, never whilft I live, my heart forget 
Thofe Dangers^ and that flrong entangled Nety 
In which my foule was hampered. Let me fee 
(When, in this world, I (hall bed pleafed be) 
My dangers fuch appearing as they were. 
When me, they round about enclofed here : 
Yea, when, oVewhelm'd, with terrors, I did call, 
Like loiuiSy from the belly of the WhaUy 
And was delivered. Lordy remember thou. 
That with unfainedneffe, I beg thee, now. 
To keepe me alwayes mindefuU of thy love. 
And, if hereafter, I forgetful! prove ; 
Let this unfainedneffe which thou dofl give, 
An Eameji be, of what I ihall receive 
In time to come. Refrefh my cooled zealey 
And let thy Spirity thy hid Love reveale. 

Let not the fawning Worldy nor cunning DevUly 
Nor wanton Flefliy incite my heart to evill. 
Let not my wandring eyes, be tempted by 
Thofe ObjeHsy that allure to Vanity \ 
Nor let my eares be charmed by their tongues. 
Who to betray me, chant out Syren-fongs, 

Let men nor tafte a Pleafurey nor obtaine 
That carnall Rejly whereof I am fo faine. 

Till 
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Till it (hall make me plainly to perceive 
Thy love ; and teach me, foolifh paths, to leave. 
Let me be (lill in want ; and ever driving 
With fome affli(£lions (whild that I am Uving) 
Till they for better Fortunes^ better me : 
And, then, let into Refl^ my entrance be. 
From yeare to yeare, (as thou had yearly done) 
New forrowes, and new trials bring thou on 
My dubbome heart, till thou had foftned it, 
And, made it, for thy fervice, truly fit : 
But, give me hopes, and daily comforts too, 
To dSrengthen me, as thou had us'd to doe. 
And, that in luJHce^ Mercy may appeare, 
Inflidl (Oh Lord!) no more then I can beare. 

I feele (and tremble that I feele it thus) 
My flefh hath frailties which are dangerous, 
To mine owne fafety : and as foone as thou 
Shalt quite remove the feares that feize me now ; 
My fenfe of thee, and thofe good thoughts (I doubt) 
May faile within me, or be rooted out (them, 

Some Zi^ may qu^h them, or fome Care may choke 
Vaine hopes may vaile the, or new-thoughts revoke the ; 
The wifedome of the world, or of the Devill, 
Or, fome fuggedion, in my felfe, that's evill, 
May urge, perhaps, that it is melancholy^ 
Which fills me now ; that fuperditious folly 
Begot this awfulneffe ; that this Difeafe 
Did accidentally, our City feize ; 
And, that 'tis vaine to make fo much upon 
Thofe times or troubles, that are pad and gone. 

Oh ! rather, then it fhould in me be fo. 
Some other houfe of Sorrow fend me to ; 
And keepe me. Lord, perpetuall prisoner there, 
Till all fuch dangers ove paflfed are. 

Nor 
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Nor weale nor woe I crave, but part of either, 

As with my temper bed agrees together. 

For, joy without thy grace, is griefes encreafing, 

And wealth is poverty, without thy bleffmg. 

But if by paiTmg this lifes purging fires, 

Thou ihalt fo purifie my hearts defires, 

That without perill to my hopes of heav'n, 

A temp'rall reft may at the Isift be giv'n ; 

Vouchfafe it Zordy ev'n for the good of them 

Who my beft refolutions, yet, condemne. 

liCt them difceme, thou bleffings haft provided, 

For that, which they unjuftly have derided. 

Thou heretofore didft heare thy Sertfant call, 

And mad'ft me free when I was clofe in thraJl 

Oh ! to thofe mortalls make me not a fcome, 

Who to my Shame my Glory feeke to tume : 

But let it in thy time to them appeare. 

That thou didft me ele6l^ and me wilt heare. 

Let them perceive (though they my Lott difdaine) 

Th^promife of this Life doft appertaine 

To me as unto them. And for their fakes 

Whofe weakneffe, otherwhile, offences takes 

At my perpetuall fcandals ; let their eye 

Behold the turne of my Captivity ; 

And know that I have walked in a path. 

Which, in this life time, fome fmooth paces hath. 

Buty nought repine /, though this hoone thou grant not, 
For^ that which thou to me denffi I want not. 
7 know thy Wifedome knowes what befi will fit me: 
I kncnv thy PoVr enough thofe things to get me: 
I know thy Love is large enough to me: 
I know thy Vloz^Mxefhould my pleafure be : 
Thy will be done^ and hallowed be thy Name^ 
Although it be through my perpetuall fhame. 

Whilft 
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Whild on fuch Meditations I was feeding 
My pleafed foule (and Gods great goodnes heeding) 
That I might fill her with contemplating 
On him, from whom all happinelTe doth fpring : 
A fuddaine Rapture did my Mufe prepare 
For higher things then ihe did lately dare. 

Me thought, I faw Gods luJHce and his Love 
Inflalled on one throne^ in heav*n above. 
I had imperfect: fights, and glimmering notions^ 
Concerning fome of their particular motions, 
About this Orhe. I much perceiv'd me thought, 
Of thofe their wondrous works w^ they had wrought 
In former dayes. And, as within a Glaflfe, 
Some things I faw, which they will bring to paflfe 
In future times. By helpe of Gods great Booke^ 
f^hich for my Ephimerides I tooke) 
I had procured a large intelligence 
Of lujtice and of Mercies Influence, 
There, learned I the feverall AfpeHs^ 
And, of thofe Starres the feverall effedls .• 
While in Conjun6Hon thofe two Lights I faw ; 
The bed Aftrologers could never draw 
From all the planetary Conflellations 
(Ev'n at their befl) fuch heav'nly Confolations, 
I could conjedture of their worke divine, 
In SextilCy or in Quadrine^ or in Trine ; 
And what prodigious Plagues the world fhould fright 
If their afpe^ were wholly Oppofite, 

Some things, by calculation I difcemed, 
Which this our Britijh Latitude concerned ; 
And mofl of them not much impertinent 
For all Meridians through Earths Continent, 
I faw of Weale and Woe the many ranges : 
I faw the refllefTe Wheele of mortall changes .• 

I 
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I faw how CifieSy Comnum^wealths, and Afen^ 

Did rife and fall, and rife and fall agen. 

I faw the reafon, why all Times and States^ 

Have fuch viciffitudest and various fates. 

I faw what doth occafion War, and Peace ; 

What caufeth Dearth, and what doth bring Encreafe, 

I faw what hardens, and what mollifies ; 

And whence all Biefflngs, and all Plagues arife. 

I faw how fins are linked in together 

As in a Chaine ; how one doth caufe another ; 

And how to ev'iy linke throughout the Chaine, 

Are fixt thofe Plagues which to that Crime pertaine. 

I faw unfeaFd, that hellifh Myjlery, 

Of camall and meere worldly Policy, 

Whereby the Devill fooles this generation, 

And brings on ChriJUndome fuch moleflation. 

I faw (as plaine, as ever I did fee 

The Sun at none) what damned /r<2;Vs^ be 

Veild o're with Piety, and Holy zeale : 

And how, a ChriJHan AtHifme now doth fleale 

Vpon this age. Forgive me that I faw 

A ChriJHan AtJCifme ; for, ev'n to betray 

Ckrijl lefus, Chrijl and lefus, thofe two Names, 

Are oft ufurped ; and it us defames. 

I faw, why fome abufe their holy Calling, 
And why fo many Stars from heav*n are faUing. 
I had a Licence given me, to come 
Where I might fee the Devils Tiring-roome, 
And, all the Maskes, the Vifards, and Difguifes, 
Which he to murther, cheat, or rob, devifes. 
And weares himfelfe, or lends falfe hearted brothers 
Therewith to foole themfelves, or cozen others. 

Here lay a Box of zeale profefling Eyes, 
Which ferve for a6ling for Hypocrifies. 

Hard 
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Hard by, another, full of Double-hearts ^ 

For thofe who play the Ambodexters parts. 

There, Rood a Chejl of counterfeited Graces \ 

Another, full of honeji-feeming Faces, 

Yonn, hung a fuit, which, had fome Trayior got, 

He might have paffed for a Fatroit 

Clofe by, were preffe fuls of fuch fuits, as they 

Doe weare (in eVry Kingdome at this day) 

Who paife for State/men ; when, God knowes, they be 

As far from that, as knaves from loving me. 

There, hung thofe masking-fuiis^ in which the Fopes^ 
And Cardinahy purfue their carnall hopes. 
There, were thofe formall Garbs, wherein falfe friends 
Difguife themfelves, for fome unfaithfull ends. 
Faire counterfeits for Bijhops few I there, 
So like their habits that are mod dncere, 
(And fo befainted) that if they were fet 
Vpon the back of our Arch counterfeit^ 
He could not be diflinguifht from the bed 
Of all thofe FrelcUes, that have Chrijiytoit^ 

There view'd I all thofe juggling Heights with yi^^ 
Men worke falfe miracles ; and, fo, betwitch 
Deluded foules. There, faw I all the tricks 
And Fantofmes wheiewithall our Schifmaticks 
Abufe themfelves and others. There (with ruth) 
I i2ivr felfi'Do^ines, trimm'd about with Truth ; 
Fac'd out, with Fathers ; peec'd, and neatly dearned, 
With Sentences, and Sayings, of the Learned. 
Yea, with God's holy Scriptures, interweaved. 
So cunningly, as would have nigh deceived 
EVn his Eleh: (and, many a one, alas. 
Of thefe, for Chridian Verities doth paffe.^ 

I few, moreover, with what Robes of Light, 
The King of Darhuffe doth his perfon dight, 

To 
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To make it Angel like ; and how he fcrues 

Himfelfe among our mufmgs, to abufe 

Our underilandings ; how he layes his hooks, 

And baits, at Sermons, and in godly-books ; 

(Ahhough the Authors had, in their invention, 

A pious meaning, and a good intention) 

I faw what venome he doth hurle into 

Our heart'ell prayers, and thofe works we doe 

In pureft charity / and how he drives 

To poifon us in omx prefervatives. 

When all thefe Maskings, and a thoufand moe, 
My apprehenfions eye had lookt into .* 
From thence my Contemplation rais'd my thought^ 
And, to a higher Station I was brought. 
There, I beheld what mine and confufion. 
Was of thefe Mummeries, the fad conclufion. 
There, faw I what Cataflrophes attend 
Thofe Vanities, wherein our times we fpend : 
How God (lill counterworks, and overthrowes 
The proje<5ls of the JDevill, and our Foes. 
And, tell I could (but that it would be prated, 
I fome Prophetick fpirit arrogated) 
Strange newes to thofe mens eares, who have not 
What may, by Meditation, be difcemed. (learned 

Yet, all that I conceive I cannot write : 
Nor would I though I could : for, fo I might 
Throw Pearles to Swine ; of whom I may be tome, 
Be trampled in the mire, and made a fcome. 
Nay, tell my felfe I dare not, what I fpy. 
When I have thoughts of mod tranfcendency ; 
Led Pride poffeffe me, and fhould cad me downe. 
As far below, as I on high have flowne .• 
For, when we neared unto heav'n do foare, 
(Till we are there) our perils are the more ; 

Since 
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Since, there is wickedneffe which we doe call 

The wkkedneffe that is fpirituall 

In heavenly plaas. And as we doe know 

There is a Lightning which doth often goe 

Quite through the body, to the vitall part, 

And kill the wtryfpirits at the heart. 

Yet never harme the flelh ; becaufe it may 

Through ev'ry porous member make it way 

Without impreflion : So, from our offences, 

The Devill doth extra<5l fome QuinteffenfeSy 

Which we may rightly name, thefpirit of fin ; 

And, till our tlwughts have fublimated bin, 

They are too groffe for that to worke upon. 

But, when fuch Sublimations are begun, 

He doth infufe his Chymicall receipt, 

And, either vfoxV^^ precipitation, (Iraight, 

Or makes thofe Vertues, which pure gold were thoght 

When they (hall come to triall, worfe then nought 

I faw this danger (as my foule did flye 
To God ward) and the Devills Chymiftry, 
I learned how to fruflrate ; by affuming 
Humility, and fhunning high prefuming. 
I, of thofe lovely Graces, got the view. 
Which teach us how fuch perils to efchew. 
I learned there, how they might be procured ; 
How their continuance might be dill fecured ; 
And, in my pow'r it is not to expreffe, 
How I was fiU'd with hopes of happineffe. 

My thoughts (yet) climbed higher, and perceived 
A glimpfe of things that cannot be conceived. 
The Love of God ; the joyes that are to come \ 
And many fights, that long were hidden from 
My blinded Soule. This, fet my heart on fire 
To climbe a little, and a little higher ; 

Till 
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Till I was up fo high, that I did fee 
The World, but like an Atonu, under me. 
Me thought, it was not worth my looking on ; 
Much lefie, the fetting of my love upon. 
My foule did llrive to mixe her felfe among 
The Cherubins^ and in their Angell-fong 
To beare a part; ^Xidyfecrets to unskreene, 
That cannot by our mortall eyes be feene. 
And, I would gladly thither have afcended. 
Where joyes are perfe<5l, and all woes are ended. 

As thus I mounted ; by degrees, I felt 
M.y Jlrength to faile me, and my wings to melt : 
M-yflg/h waxt faint ; my obje6ls grew too pure, 
For my grofle underflanding to endure. 
A kind of (huddring did my heart furprife, 
Like that which comes when fudden thoughts arife. 
I far'd like him, who deeping, dreams of fiore. 
And waking, finds himfelfe exceeding poore. 
A/^a/'runfeene, did hold upon me take. 
And, to my foule, to this effedl it fpake. 
" I fay it was Gods Spirit ; if you doubt 
" I arrogate, come heare the matter out : 
" For, who the Speaker is, that will difclofe : 
'* And, if 'twere he, his Flocke^ his language knowes. 
Defpaire not Souk, (it faid) though thou art faine 
To fmke from thefe, to common thoughts againc. 
Nor murmur thou, that yet thou mud not rife 
To thy wifht height. God's favour will fuffife 
For that which wants; and thefe high thoughts are 
In eamell of that part of thine in heav'n, (giv'n 

Which by thy Royall Majler is prepared ; 
And, in thy time allotted, (hall be fhared. 
Strive to attend ; but (Iraine not over long, 
Thy climbing jJJ/W/j, left thou doe them wrong. 

The 
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The Fiejh is heavy, though the SauU be light ^ 

And, Heatfn is feldome reached at one flight 

Mount high ; but, mount not higher then thy bound ; 

J^fl thou be loil, and all that thou hail found. 

Search deepe ; but fearch no deeper then thy pow'r ; 

Left fome infemall Depth may thee devoure. 

Obferve thy Makers glory by refledlion ; 

But, gaze not overmuch at his perfe<5lion ; 

Left that great luftre blinde thee. Take thou heed, 

Left while thou thinkft thou homeward doft proceed, 

Thou quite be loft .• For, though thefe^/^fA/j do raife 

Thy Soule with pleafure, they are dangerous wayes. 

When higher then the vulgar pitch't flie towres 

She meets with Principalities^ and Pau^rs, 

Who wreftle with her that fhe may not rife ; 

Or tempt her on, by CuriofiiieSy 

To lead the mind aftray, untill it wanders 

Among the windings of unfafe Meanders, 

Then doth it whirle about, to fee things hidden ; 

Pryes after Secrecies that are forbidden ; 

And by z.path^ which tends to Beaifn^ in (how, 

Ariveth, unaware, at Hell below. 

Take heed of this ; the way to heav'n is fteep ; 
Yet, e're thou climbe it, thou muft often creep. 
The worke appointed thee, is yet unended, 
And, Gods good pleafure muft be ftill attended 
Ev'n in this world, untill he call thee thence. 
His Kingdotne muft be got by violence. 
Thou muft with many frailties, yet, contend, 
Before thy Chriftian warfare hath an end. 
The World is brewing yet another Cup 
Of Bitterneffey for thee to fwallow up. 
Thou haft from Heaifn an Arrand yet to doe. 
Which (if God hinder not) will call thee to 

More 
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More troubles, and raore hatred bring upon thee, 

Then all thy former Meffages have won thee. 

And be thou fare, the Devill will devife 

All flanders, and all wicked infamies 

That many difparage thee ; or fruitlefTe make, 

That ufefuU worke which thou doft undertake. 

Thou mull prepare thine eares to heare the noife 
Of caufleffe threatnings^ or the foolifli voice 
Of ignorant Reprovers ; and expedl 
The fecret Cenfures of each giddy Se^. 
Thou mud provide thy felfe, to heare great Lords 
Talke, without reafon, big impetious words. 
Thou mud contented be to make repaire 
(If need require) before the Scorners Chaire, 
To heere them jeere, and flout, and take in hand 
To fcoffe at what they doe not underftand. 
Or fay, perhaps, that of thy felfe thou mak'll 
Some goodly thing ; or that thou undertak'fl 
Above thy Calling ; or unwarranted : 
Not heeding from whofe mouth it hath bin fed, 
" Gods Wtfdome oft elecSls, what men defpife ; 
" And fooliih things, to foile the worldly wife. 

But feare thou not For, he that in all places, 
And from all dangers, wants, and all difgraces, 
Hath hitherto preferv'd thee ; will fecure 
Thy fafety now. That hand which did procure 
Releafe from thy clofe Thraldomes, and maintained 
Thy heart content, while thou wert fo reftrained ; 
Will be the fame for ever : and, like Hubble, 
Confume ; or, like the weakeft water-bubble, 
Diflblve the force of ev'ry machination. 
Whereby the world fhall feek thy moleflation. 

Though thou in knowledge art a Child, as yet ; 
And, feemeft not by outward Calling fit 

For 
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For fuch a taske : yet, doe not thou difable 
What God (hall pleafe to fay is warrantable. 
His Word, remaineth ilill in date, which fayes, 
That, On the children of the later dayesy 
He would poure out a mea/ure of his Spirit ; 
And, thou thereof a portion (hall inherit 
Though thou defpifed art ; yet God by thee 
Shall bring to paife a worke which flrange will be 
To moil beholders ; and, no doubt, it (hall 
Occafion fome to fland, and fome to fall 
For, men to mine doom'd, will mifconceive it ; 
And, they that ihall have iafety, will receive it 

Thy Gk)d hath toucht thy Tbngue, and tipt thy Pen ; 
And, therefore, feare not thou the face of men, 
Left Ife deftroy thee. For, this day to ftand 
^Gainft Princes^ Priefts, and People of this Landy 
Thou art appointed : and they fhall in vaine 
Contend. For thou the conqueft ihalt obtaine. 

Although that viperous Brood upon thee lights, 
Whofe poif ned tongue with killing flander fmites ; 
And, though the barbarous People of this Ite^ 
Doe thereupon adjudge thee, for a while, 
A man fo wicked, that (although thou hail 
The Sea of Troubles, without fhipwrack, paft) 
Gods Vengeance will not fuffer thee to live 
The life of honeft Fame : Let that not grieve 
Thy heart a whit For, though their eyes doc fee 
jRcproaeheSy which like Vipers^ hanging be, 
Vpon their flefh ; they fhall perceive e're long, 
That thou (unharmed) them away haft flung. 
And they who did expe<5l to fee thee fall, 
For thy firme flanding, praife Gods mercy fhall. 

Againft opprelTion, he will fafe maintaine thee, 
Ev'n God, who oft did his protedlion daigne thee ; 

O And 
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And tooke thy part againfl all thofe, that fought 
How they thy Afufe, to filence, might have brought 
He, that preferv'd thee from this p/agu^, will fave thee; 
For, he thy life ev'n of meere mercy, gave thee, 
To ferve him with. Thou knowfl thou art a Brandy 
Snatcht from the flaming fire, by Gods owne hand ; 
And that to him thou owed, all thou art, 
And all thy Facidiies^ in ev'ry part. 

Take heed, therefore, that nothing thou refufe 
To utter, which he prompts unto thy Mufe, 
Be conftant : and, Elihu-\^<t^ beware 
That thou accept not perfons ; nor declare 
With glozing titles^ that which thou (halt fay ; 
Left God may take thee fuddenly away : 
But, publifh that which he of thee requires, 
In termes, and words, as he the fame infpires. 

For, to this Realme and City thou art fent, 
To wame, that of their follies they repent ; 
To (hew for what omi(rions, and offences, 
God fendeth Famines^ Wars^ and PeJHlmces ; 
And to pronounce what other plagues will come, 
If their TranfgrefTions they depart not from. 

Indeed, o{ Priejh and Prophets^ ftore have they, 
And, fome of them are like enough to fay \ 
When came the Spirit of the Lord to thee, 
From us, who nofuch danger canforefee 
As thou ptetendeftl Thefe are they that (hare 
The pleafures of the time, with fuch as are 
The Lands perdition. Thefe are they which tye 
Soft pillowes to mens elbowes ; and ftill cry 
Pea^e, peace \ ev'n when perdition, hanging over 
The peoples heads, they plainly may difcover. 
But, they that are true Priejls of God among them. 
And his true Prophets, think not, he doth wrong the, 
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If he doe chufe a Heardman : nor will fuch 
Envy the fame (or at the blefling grutch) 
If all were Prophets^ and God pleafed were 
To make that Gift to ev'ry man appeare. 

Though Gods own prefence, had made Mofes wife \ 
Yet, Jethro^s counfell would he not defpife. 
He, whom the Angdl fed, did alfo eat 
Ev'n when the Ravens came to bring him meat : 
And, all that of their j^ir// partners be, 
Will heare what's good, though publiflied by thee. 

Behold ; this thankleffe People (from whofe Land 
God hath but newly tooke his heavy hand) 
Forget already what his mercy hath 
Vouchfafed ; and his late enflamed wrath. 
See, how they flock together, to purfue 
New mifchiefes, and old follies to renew. 
Their evill courfes, they afrefti begin \ 
And, ev*n thofe very purpofes of fin, 
Whofe profecution this great Plague hath {laid, 
To finifh now they are no whit afraid. 
Thofe Difcords which they, many times, pretended, 
Amid their feares, ihould chriftianly be ended, 
(If God would fpare them) are againe revived ; 
And divers new malicious plots contrived. 
Thofe Lufts of which they feemed much aihamed : 
Thofe Vanities^ for which themfelves they blamed ; 
Thofe Bargains, which their confcience did perfwade 
Were wicked ; & of God abhorred make them ; (the, 
That Pride ; that Sloth ; that Envy ; that Exceffe ; 
That Cruelty ; that Irreligioufneffe ; 
Yea, all that wickedneffe purfude before, 
(And which they fain'd fo truly to deplore) 
Retumes with interefl ; and they conterane 
Good things ; as if the Plague had hardned them. 

O 2 Like 
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Like Phar^ohy they repented while the Rod 
Was laid upon them. But, as foone as God 
Removed it ; their mindes they changed too ; 
And would not let their evill cujlonus goe. 

Goe therefore inftantly, goe draw the Map 
Of that great Plague from which they did efcape : 
Set thou before their eyes, as in a glaffe, 
How great Gods Mercy^ and their danger was. 
Lay open their groffe crimes, that they may fee 
How hatefully and how infinite they be. 
Declare what mifchiefes their enormities 
Have caufed ; and will daily caufe to rife. 
Pronounce thofe Judgements which Gods holy Word 
Doth for the Wages of their Crimes record. 
And (as the bleffed Spirit (hall enable. 
Thy Mu/e; and, (how thee what is warrantable) 
Tell boldly, what will on their wayes attend, 
Vnle(re their lives and courfes they amend. 

Delay it not ; and let no worke of thine ; 
No goodly-feeming hope, or faire defigne, 
(How promifing foever) draw thee from 
This Taske, untill unto an end it come. 
For, no affaire of thine (hall finde fuGce(fey 
Till thou haft fini(ht this great BufinejBfe. 

If any man that is thy friend, or foe, 
Shall this deride ; and fay it is not fo ; 
But, that thy Fancy onely eggeth on 
Thy Mufe: or, that to doe, or leave undone 
This worke, were much alike. If any fay 
Thou maift proceed herein, with fuch delay, 
As, vulgarly, difcretion thinketh fit : 
Or, as thy common Bu^neffe will permit 

Nay, if thou meet, as thou maift meet with fome^ 
Who like a Prophety unto thee will come ; 

And 
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And (as the Man of God feduced was, 
Who told in Bethel what fliould come to paffe 
Concerning Jeroboams Altar there) 
Perfwading thee, thofe thoughts delufions are : 
That, felfe-conceit, or pride, hath made thee dreame 
That thou art bound to profecute this Theame: 
Beleeve them not For, if that Man of God 
Here mentioned, did feele fo (harpe a rod. 
When his delay was but to eate and drinke ; 
(Perchance through hunger) and when he did think 
A Prophet fent by God, had licenced him : 
Take heed thou doe not this advice contemne. 
For, fmce this motion uigeth nought that's ill, 
Nor contradi6leth Gods revealed will ; 
But rather helpes efifedl it : fince he moves it 
So nat'rally, that thine owne foule approves it 
To be his adl ; beware how thou fufpe<5l it. 
Or how thou ihalt be careleffe to ej6fe<5l it. 

Let not a worldly wifedome, (nor the fcoffe 
Of any) from this motive drive thee off. 
Take heed the feare of dangers, nor the loffe 
Of camall hopes, thy purpofe, herein, croffe. 
Take heed that /^«a^-like, thou be not bent 
To TJiarfuSy when thou knowft that thou art fent 
To Ninvveh, For all thy doubts, and feare, 
Will be as caufeleffe, as his doubtings were : 
And be thou fure, that wherefoe're thou be, 
A Tempefl and a Whale Ihall follow thee. 

My heart received this Meffage \ did allow 
It came from God ; and made a folemne Vow^ 
It would not entertaine a ferious thought 
Of any worldly thing, till that were brought 
To full perfedlion : no, although it might 
Endanger lofing my bell fortune quite. 

O 3 But, 



317 



I 



Brittan's Cant.S' 

But, oh ! how fraile is Man ? and how unable 
In any goodnefTe to continue liable ? 
How fubtile is the Devill f and what baits, 
And undermining policies and Heights, 
Hath he to coozen us ? My foule was raifed 
So high, e'rewhile, that I admir'd and praifed 
My bleft eftate : And, thought, with David^ then. 
My h^art /hall never be removed ageru 

But, fee, how foone, if God withdraw his eye. 
We fall to hell, that up to heav'n did flye. 
I would have fworne (when in my ConiemplatioHy 
I was afcended to that lofty Station^ 
So lately mentioned) that I Ihould have fcorn'd 
The goodl'eft prize the Devill could have fubom*d 
To tempt me by. I thought, if God had faid, 
Doe this ; that (though the World had all beene laid 
To be my wages, if I Ihould delay 
The doing of the fame, but halfe a day) 
I (hould have rather chofe to have forfaken 
My life ; then fo to have beene overtaken. 

Yet, loe ; fo craftily a bait was laid ; 
Such fhowes of Goodnejfe^ thereinto convaid, 
Such meanes of helpe to Piety ^ pretended ; 
To me fo feem'd it, to be recommended 
By God himfelfe ; and, fuch neceffity 
Appeared of taking opportunity 
As then it offred was, that I fufpe<5led 
I had done ill, the fame to have negledlcd. 
Nay, to my Vnderftanding, true Difcretion, 
And, all the Wifdome of this Generation, 
Did fo concur together to betray 
My heart ; that I did foolilhly delay 
The Task enjoyn'd. Yea, what I had begun, 
(Proceeded in) and purposed (hould be done 

Before 
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Before my bed affaires ; ev'n that I threw 

Afide ; and other hopes I did purfue. 

I brake my VoWy and I was led awry 

For that which was more light then Vanity ; 

And fo my hopes my judgement did beguile, 

That, I fuppofed all was well the while. 

Mofl, alfo, thought me wifely to have done. 

And, fuch a fortune to have lighted on ; 

That others, of my happinelle, began 

To talke ; and reckon me a profperous man. 

But, many fcandals, pafTions, and vexations, 
Much hinderance, and a world of perturbations, 
Purfued me ; to let me underfland, 
That I had taken fome wrong adl in hand. 
For, though like lofias^ I refolv'd not quite 
From Gods commands to make a flubbome flight ; 
Yet went I to his Worke the furthefl way .* 
And, traveird, as my owne occafions lay. 
Which he perceiving, fent a Storme that croft me ; 
Made (hipwracke of my hopes ; my labour loft me ; 
BefooPd my wifdome ; of much joy bereft me ; 
Within the Sea of many troubles left me ; 
And, what with fpeed and eafe I might have done 
At firft ; hath long with paine beene lingred on. 

Yea, when the Harvejl of my great repute 
Was looked for (and moft expedled fruit) 
It proved chaife ; and plainly I perceived, 
That God had fuffred me to be deceived ; 
To warne me, that hereafter, I fhould never 
Omit, for any reafon whatfoever, 
IXi^'moiions \ nor with holy vowes difpenfe : 
But worke his pleafure, with all diligence. 
Which after I had heeded, I defcry'd 
By what, and whither, I was drawn e afide. 

O4 I 
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I plainly faw, that what I then had fought 

With hope of comfort, would my woe have wrought 

1 found that likely to have beene to me 

A Cur/e^ which promifed my Biiffe to be. 

I praifed God, as for a favour done, 

That he did lofe me, what I might have won : 

And what the world did think me hapleffe in, 

I found a gracious bleffing to have bin. 

I faw my fault ; I faw, in vaine I fought 

To worke my will^ till I Gods will had wrought 

I faw that while the furthell way I went, 

Gods Mercy did my foolifhneffe prevent .• 

Yea, made it (by his providence divine) 

A great advantage to his owne Defigne, 

And, for my negligence when I had mourned. 

To my propofed labour, I returned. 

I begg'd of God that he would give me grace, 
To be more conflant in a godly race. 
I did befeech him to bedow againe 
Thofe Apprehenfions, which my hopes in vaine 
Had made me lofe : and that for my demerit, 
He would not quench in me his holy Spirit / 
But, grant me pow'r to profecute my llory, 
And utter forth his Meffage^ to his glory. 

My fute was heard : I got what I defired : 
My foule, with matter, was anew infpired. 
My eyes were cleared ; my heart was new enlaiged : 
Bold jRefolutions had all Feares difcharged : 
And, that which was difclofed unto me. 
Doth appertaine, Great Britaine^ unto thee. 
Come heare me therefore ; for, howe're thou take it, 
My Confcience bids me, and I meane to fpeake it. 
Within thy pow'r thou hail me ; and what e*re 
Shall good and right in thine owne eyes appeare^ 

Thou 



320 



Cant. 5. Remembrancer. 160 

Thou maifl infli<5l upon me : But, this know, 
That what I (hall declare God bids me (how ; 
And that, if I for this, have harme, or (hame ; 
My God (hall at thy hands require the fame. 
Oh ! let not my requefts in vaine be made ; 
Nor to thy former finnes, another adde. 

And, my fweet Country^ and deare Countrimen^ 
Let not thefe overflowings of my pen 
Didaflfull be ; as if their fpring had beene 
But either from the Gall, or from the Spleene. 
Let not this ages fisdfe Interpreter^ 
(Which makes both Judgement and Affe6Hon erre) 
Corrupt my Text^ by their falfe Commentary^ 
To make your good opinions to mifcary. 
For, though in me (as in all fle(h and blood) 
Much error hinders from that perfe<S good 
Which I affedl : yet I his meed may claime, 
Who makes God's glory, and your weale his ayme ; 
And, begs but of his words a patient hearing ; 
And, from your follies a difcreet forbearing. 

If there be Truths and Reafon, in the Meffage^ 
Let not my perfon hinder my Ambaffage. 
If God (hall in his Mercy pleafed be, 
To make a Failor for his praife of me ; 
Let none the poorene(re of my gifts deride, 
Since he to no extemall meanes is ty'd. 
Defpife not what I fpeake, for what I am ; 
Vnle(re you finde the matter be to blame. 
For, God by Babes and Sucklings, oft, reveales. 
What from the wifeft worldlings he conceales. 

Both Heaven and Earthy to witneflTe here I call, 
I dar'd not fpeake what now I utter (hall, 
Vnleffe I thought, that God did me infpire; 
And would this duty at my hands require. 

O 5 Nor 
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Nor dar*d I to be filent, though I knew 

That ev'ry man had vowed to purfue 

My Soule to Dea^A ; becaufe my Confcience takes 

Acknowledgement, that God within me fpeakes. 

I doe not this, for that I fenfeleffe am, 
(OA/ England) of thy infamy or (harae : 
For, thy dilhonor doth conceme me nearly ; 
And thee my heart affedleth far more dearly, 
Then cowards doe their lives. I would diftill 
My blood (as inke is drained from my quill) 
Ev'n drop by drop ; or elfe, at once, let all 
Gu(h forth, to fave thy honor from a fall 

I aime not at a vaine or fruitleffe glory, 
By daring : for, I know the mortall Rory 
Of all the glorioufl adlions, that are under 
The heav*ns large curtain, are but nine dales woder. 
And that the moft deferving workes we doe, 
May mine us, and helpe diigrace us too. 

I doe it not that I may wealthy grow : 
For, I the worlds rewards already know 
In fuch attempts. Experience I have gained. 
What poore preferments this way are obtained : 
My former Straines (which did but way prepare 
For that, which I hereafter ftiould declare) 
Received evermore the word reward. 
As they grew better worthy of regard. 
And (if God let not) as thefe are my bed. 
My troubles, will for them, exceed the reft. 

Tis odds, but that the wilfull Generation, 
For whom I write this large Anticipation, 
(To ftay their cenfure) will fcarce reade fo far, 
As hitherto, where thefe Preventions are : 
But, here, and there, picke out fome tart relations, 
Without obfcrving of thofe moderations 

That 
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That follow or precede them. Elfe, perchance 

Their brazen and Herculean Ignorance 

Will (Irongly keepe that Vnderjkmding from them, 

Whereby the poVr of Reafon might o'recome them. 

Some alio, peradventiire, will forget, 

How, when I formerly was round befet 

With many troubles, I did (lill defpife 

The raging fury of mine enemies. 

Yea fome, no doubt, will have a minde to fee 

What kinde of poVr, there is in them, or me ; 

And whiUl fuch men there are, he thinks amifle. 

Who thinkes to thrive by fuch a courfe as this. 

Tis not from envy of their Lott^ who grow 
Great men, or wealthy, whence thefe lines doe flow. 
For, I rejoice in each mans happineife. 
That to Gods praife, good fortunes doth poflefle : 
And they that know my perfon, witnefTe can, 
My lookes aifure, I am no envious man. 

It is not malice that hath wrought upon 
My Pafflons : for, I vow, I malice none. 
No line or ward of this which now I write, 
Proceeds from rancor, or unchriflian fpight. 
When I have wrong received, if I fay 
Wherein ; what harme doe 1 in that I pray ? 
Twere much, if when we injury fuflaine. 
We neither may have helpe, nor yet complaine : 
'Twere hard, if knowing I had many foes, 
I might not fay fo, led fome (hould fuppofe 
What Nanus they bear. To no man this wil (how the. 
But,' unto fuch as doe already know them. 
Nor, when I mention wrongs, doe I intend 
Their (hame who doe them ; but fome better end. 
For, they that yet are enemies of mine. 
May prove Gods firiends, and to my good encline. 

I 
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I wifli them well, what e*re they wilh to me ; 
And of their harme would no procurer be. 
In gen'rall termes, I point out thofe that erre ; 
With none I meddle in particular : 
For, knaves and honed men are fo alike, 
In many things, that I amifle may (Irike. 
I finde the faults ; let others finde the men. 
I no man judge ; let no man judge me then. 

My Mufe hath not ufurped this Commiffion : 
Nor arrogateth to mine owne condition, 
More excellence then others : But, I (hare 
A part in thofe reproofes that others beare. 
I doe not thinke mine owne a fpotleffe eye, 
Becaufe it faults in others can efpye. 
I never thought it was enough for me, 
A Criticke in my neighbours faults to be, 
Vnleffe I markt mine owne : which heere I doe, 
And check the worlds, and mine owne errors too. 

I meane to winke at none ; at none I ayme ; 
To heed or friends or foes, I doe difclaime. 
My Bow is bent, and I mud (hoot a flight 
Of (hads, that will in divers places light 
Perhaps fome of them my bed friends may wound f 
Vpon my felfe, fome others may rebound. 
Some (diot aloft) may fear the Kites that flye 
Above the Clouds, themfelves to Eaglifie. 
Some pierce their fides, who thoght they had bin got 
Beyond the reaching of my winged (hot. 
And, fome who thought they had concealed beene. 
May feele my arrowes, where they lurke unfeene. 
Light where they will^ the car^s already tooke: 
Since none but he thafs guilty y can bejlrocke. 

Had thou forgot, oh ! Britaine^ (and fo foone) 
Thy lates affliflions, and Gods gracious boone? 
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As foone as e're thy necke unflacked feeles 
The curbing Reine, doft thou let flye thy heeles ? 
Shall not Gods luftice, nor his roatchleffe Lave^ 
Thy flinty nature to repentance move ? 
But wilt thou dill in crooked paths perfever, 
And of thy Vanities repent thee never ? 

Oh ! looke about thee ; yea, looke backe, and fee 
What wondrous things thy God hath done for thee. 
Thou wert in future times, an uncouth place, 
That had of wildneffe the deformed face. 
Thou wert long time the feat of DefolatioHy 
And when thou hadd but (lender reputation, 
God lookt upon thee, with the firft of all 
Thofe Gefiitles^ whom in mercy he did call. 
Of his beloved Vineyards^ thou wert one ; 
And fituate like that, once plac'd upon 
The fruitfulfl Hill God, for thy Fence prepared 
A naturall wall, by his owne hand upreared. 
He tooke away that (lony heartedneffe, 
Which did thy heathnifh children firfl poflTefle ; 
And hath beene pleafed, many times, fmce then. 
To gather out thofe flinty hearted men, 
Who by a bloody perfecuting hand, 
Did harme thy tender Saplings in thy Land. 
He plucked out of thee the (linking weeds 
Of Sin and Superjliium \ that ^^ feeds 
Of Truth and Holineffe might here be fowne. 
Where wickedneiTe the foule had overgrowne. 

The choifeft Plants (of that Vine-myjlicall, 
His onely-Sonne) he planted thee withalL 
The (lately Watch towre of his Frmndence 
Compleatly fumifhed for thy defence, 
In thee was builded up ; and did appeare 
To many other Kingdomes, far and neare : 

And 
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And on the lofty Turrets of the (ame 
He fet his Flags^ and Enfignes of his Name^ 
Whofe beautious Colours being wide difplaid, 
Did make thy adverfaries all afraid. 

Within thy BarderSy hath his Love divine 
The Wine-preffe^ of a ChriJKan difcipliru 
Ere^ed ; and in eVry feafon given 
(To make thee fruitful) dewes & (howrs from heaVn. 
Yea thou haft had, fmce food of life grew fcanty, 
Not barely feven, but feventy yeares of plenty. 
What grace foever might repeated be 
That God for Ifr'd did, he did for thee. 

He from a thraldome, worfe then they fuftaiued. 
While in MMgyptian bondage they remained, 
Did bring thy Children thorough Baptifmes Flood, 
And drowne thy Foes, within a Sea of Blood. 
Thy Coaft unlo a large extent he ftretcheth, 
For, ev*n from Sea to Sea it compaffe fetcheth. 
Thy Land with Milke and Hony over-flowes. 
In thee all pleafure, and all plenty growes. 
God kept thee as the apple of an eye ; 
And, as when Eglets are firft taught to flye. 
Their Dam about them hovers ; fo, thy God, 
Doth over thee, difplay his wings abroad. 

A Land of Hils and Dales thou wert created ; 
And in a Clime, fo profitable, feated, 
That whereas many other Lands are faine 
To water all their feeds, and plants, with paine, 
Thou lav*ft that labour : for, the Dewes yeeld matter 
To cheere thy Gardens, and the Clouds bring water. 
Faire Woods & Groves, do yet adorn thy Mountains ; 
Thou art a Land of Rivers, and of Fountaines : 
Springs hot and cold, and frefti, and fait, there be ; 
And, fome that cure difeafed folk in thee. 

Thee, 
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Thee, both in Towne and Field, the Lord hath bleft ; 

Thy People and thy Cattell are encreaii 

Bled wert thou in tiiy going forth to war ; 

And bleflings alfo thy retumings were. 

He bleft thee in thy ftore, and in thy basket ; 

Thine owne requeft he gave, when thou didft ask it .* 

He evermore hath timely fauours done thee : 

Throughout the yeare his eye hath beene upon thee : 

He carefull was, what perills might betide tiiee ; 

And heedfull all things needful! to provide thee : 

In Grafle, and Come, and Fruits, thou doft excell : 

Thy Horfe are ftrong, thine Oxen labour well : 

The udders of thy Kine grow large with milke : 

Thy Sheep yeeld fleeces, like the Perfian lilk : 

Thy Stones are Iron^ and thy Hills are big 

With Mirurahy which from dieir wombs we dig .• 

Thy Soile is neither over moift, nor dry ; 

The Sun nor keeps too far, nor comes too nigh : 

Thy Ayre doth few contagious vapours breed : 

Nor doth it, ofl, in heat, or cold exceed. 

Still, for thy fms, thou hadft thy due corredlions ; 

And, foun(Ul compafllon in thy great afflidlions. 

His Prophets and his Preachers God hath fent 

In ev'ry age, to move thee to repent ; 

And, them thou fmot'ft, and murtherd'ft, now & th€ ; 

Yet, gave he not to other Husbandmen 

His wronged Vineyard : but, doth yet attend, 

In expectation, when thou wilt amend. 

He, over all thy Foes, the conqueft gave thee : 
He did from wr5g, by neighboring Nations^ fave thee : 
And, they to feare and honor thee were moved, 
Becaufe they faw thee, of thy God, beloved. 
Thou hadft a Deborah beftoVd upon thee, 
Who freed thee from thy Foes, and glory won thee. 

In 
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In fpight of St/era : For, God did pleafe 

To make the Stars, the Clouds, the Winds, and Seas, 

To fight thy battels. When her turne was gone. 

He raifed up another Solomon^ 

Within thy Borders to eflablifti peace, 

Who to thy glories added an increafe. 

Thou wert as often warn'd, and puniflied; 
As much befought ; as largely promifed, 
As ludah was. Thy Church that lately feemed 
Like barren Hannah (and was difefleemed 
Of proud Peninnah) in a fpirituall breed, 
Doth mod of Syons Daughters, now exceed : 
And thou haft viewed many of thy fonnes, 
To fit and governe, on earths glorious Thrones, 

The lewifh Commonwealth was never daigned 
More great Deliverances then thou haft gained. 
Nor was their helpe vouchfaf 'd in better feafon ; 
As Eighty eighty and our great Powder-treafon^ 
Can witneffe well. For, then thy prefervation 
Was wrought by God (to all mens admiration) 
Ev'n when Hels lawes, on thee, were like to clofe ; 
And when, for humane aide to interpofe, (done 

There fcarce was meanes, or time. All which was 
That thou Gods love mightft think the more upon. 

Moreover, that no meanes might paffe untride, 
Which God did for the leives of old provide ; 
To thee he alfo fends his onely Sonne : 
Not, as to them, a poore contemned one, 
(That, feeing him, they might not him perceive^ 
And, hearing him, no knowledge of him have) 
Not as a weakling, or illiterate : 
Or meane, or in a perfecuted ftate : 
Or one whofe perfon, beauty, and complexion, 
In them, had nothing ftirring up affe6lion ; 

Nor 
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Nor as a man that worthy feem'd of fcorne, 
Of mocks, of whips, and of a crowne of thome .• 
He came not fo to thee : for, thou hadfl then 
Defpis'd and crucified him agen, 
As well as they : yea, thou perchance, hadft more 
Defpighted him, then others heretofore. 

But, in a glorious wife to thee he came : 
With pow'r, with approbation, and with fame. 
His Fijhermm (that heretofore did feeme 
To lewes and GentiUsy of fo meane efteeme) 
Had won whole Countries from Idolatry, 
And made them to confeffe his fov'raignty. 
He comes to thee with honor, like a King : 
He did into (the Church) his Kingdonu^ bring 
A fetled Government. He had aSwaged 
That lewijh and that Ethnick fpight, which raged 
At his fird comroing. Emperours became 
His Viceroycs \ and did govern e in his Nante. 
Thou fawil fulfilled, many things (of old) 
Both by his Prophets and Himfelfe^ foretold ; 
Which did confirme him, that Meffiahy whom 
Thou fhouldd receive. His DoHrines well become 
His purity : and, witnefTed is he 
By Martyrs and Canfeffors^ him to be (made 

Whom ^ou ihould'd heare. And (this hath greater 
Thy Favours^ then that Grace the lewes have had) 
Their threats, their punifliments, their ignorances, 
Their pertinacy, and deliverances. 
Their fallings, rifmgs, and relapfes, are 
Recorded, that by them thou mightft beware. 

Thou knowll what Defolation they are in, 
In recompence of their defpightfull fin. 
The murther of their Brother : yea, like CV?/«, 
Thou feed, that, yet, they vagabonds remaine. 

Thou 
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Thou hear'll, their fruitfull Land hath ever fmce, 
Beene curft with barrenneffe, for their oflfence : 
That, without King^ Pruji, Prophet^ or good order, 
They through the world have wandred for their mur- 
Nigh dxteene hundred yeares : and that, altho (ther 
They be abhorred, wherefoe're they goe, 
They have upon them, flill, the marke of Caine^ 
Which will prevent their being wholly flaine ; 
Left (as the bleffed Pfalmijl hath foretold) 
The people of the Lordy forget it (hould. 

Yet, nor their good Examples^ nor their Fall^ 
Nor all their BUffings^ nor their Sorrawes all. 
Have better'd thee : but, thou continu'ft in 
Their obftinacies, and in all their fin. 

Like them thou murmur'ft, if God, but to try thee, 
Some blefling, for a little time deny thee. 
So, thou doft wanton it, as foone as e*re, 
In any fuffring, he thy voice doth heare. 
So, thou Gods wholfome counfell doft defpifc, 
To follow thine owne foolilh Policies, 
So, thou doft mixe thy felfe with otiier Nations, 
And, learne to pradtife their abominations. 
So, on thofe broken Reeds thou doft rely, 
Which will deceive, in thy neceflity. 
So, thou doft ftop thine eares (to thine owne harme) 
Although the Charmer ne*rc fo wifely charme. 
That which thy PropJuts teach, and well advife ; 
luft fo, thou doft negledl ; juft fo, defpife : 
Yea, though from time to time, thou feeft the path 
Which thou doft follow, ill fucceffes hath : 
Though thou haft found, that they who did foretell 
Thy courfe was fooliih, did forewame thee well : 
Though thou doft finde, no reft, nor peace, in that, 
Which thou art yet unwifely ayming at : 

And, 
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And, though thy trueft Lovers^ ey^ry day, 
Doe counlcll thee, and for thy lafety pray ; 
Thou runnell headlong, Hill, thy wilfull courfe. 
And waxefl ev'ry moment, worfe and worfe. 

Thy eyes are blinded, and thou canfl not fee ; 
Thy heart is hard, and will not foftned be. 
To thy bed Friends thou Ihewll thy felfe a Foe, 
As if, thou rip'ned wert, for overthrow : 
And, till God pleafe to tume thy heart againe, 
All, that fpeake truth to thee, (hall fpeake in vaine. 

Whence doe thy troubles, and thy loffes come, 
But, from thy camall policies^ and from 
Thine owne YBxa^ proje^s, which thou doft purfue, 
By courfesy that will Hill thy cares renew ? 
What gaine thy children, by their oft alliance 
With Babels ifllie, or by their affiance, 
But mungrell off-fprings ; which will ready be, 
To flir up everlafling llrifes in thee ? 
Though thou haft heard, the Midianites doe give 
Their daughters to no end, but to deceive ; 
And that the people who to Molock pray, 
Will for their Ido% caft their fonnes away : 
Though thou haft heard what plagues enfu'd upon 
The wivings of the wife King Solomon \ 
And knoweft that, by God, forbid it was, 
A Btdlocke (hould be yoaked with an Affe : 
Though thou haft feene that their aftinities 
Are eVn, among themfelves, poore flender ties ; 
And fuch as they doe nought at all refpe<5t, 
Vnleffe they ferve their projeifls to eflfedl : 
Yet, in their courfe, thy Children doe proceed, 
And fow Gods Garden with a mixed feed : 
Of which, unleffe they truly doe repent, 
And feeke, by carefell tillage to prevent, 

What 
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What may enfue thereon (as yet they may) 
Thy I-and will fuffer for't, another day. 

Thy Guiltineffe (oh ! Britairu) makes thee feare, 
And often troubled where no terrors are. 
Thy faith hath fail'd thee, and thou didfl not fee 
Thofe armies, which have round enclofed thee 
For thy protection. For, had they beene heeded, 
Thou no JEsgyptian fuccours (houldfl have needed. 
If thou could'il walke within a conflant path^ 
This Hand (hould not feare JbericHs wrath. 
It fliould be needleffe for thee, to procure 
Alliances, that cannot long endure. 
Thou (houldfl not care (but, as they ChriJUans be) 
What Kings on earth, were friends, or foes to thee. 
No pow'r abroad, (hould make thy children tremble ; 
Nor home-bred fadtion caufe thee to diffemble : 
But, being fafe in God, thou (hould'd contemne 
The greatefl dangers, and get praife by them. 

Oh ! call to mindc, the times now pad away, 
Thofe, which our Fatlursy yet, remember may ; I 

And let thine Elders tell thee (for they know) 
How (Irong in Gods protedlion thou didft grow. 
What wantedft thou, when thou wert all alone 1 
When thou hadft nothing to rely upon, 

But Gods meere mercy? and fuch grace beftowne, , 

That thou couldft ufe thofe powers that were thine \ 

When bleft Eliza wore but half thy Crown^ (owne ? 
And, almofl all the world, on her did frowne ; 
When Romes proud Bijhop ; and, of Chrijlendome 
The pow'rfulfl Monarchy did her foes become. 
When (he had no Alliance, to make (Irong 
Her party : but, was hatefuU grown e, among 
The neighboring Primes ; for her cafting by 
The yoake of Bahylonijk tyranny. 

When 
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When ihe within her Kingdome had a fwarme 

Of Hornets, which did howrly threaten harme 

Both to her State and perfon. When their pow'r 

And fury, was more likely to devoure, 

Then at this prefent it appeares to be. 

When her owne Court from traytors was not free, 

When fhe had Irijt Rebels to corredl ; 

Oppreffed Netherlanders to prote<5l ; 

And France to umpire in : ev'n when all thefe, 

And other troubles did her State difeafe. 

What glory, wealth, and fafety hafl thou got, 

That (he, amid thofe dangers, purchafl not? 

Religion in her dayes did flill encreafe : 

At home Ihe had hoih plentiotdfnejjfe aud/eace; 

Abroad, fhe was renowned : (he did not paufe 

In executing other wholefome Lawes, 

Through feare of any Malecontents at home ; 

Or any threatnings from the Sea of I^ome, 

She triple Gerions forces, did contemne ; 

Her neighbours fought her ayd ; (lie fought not the. 

She aw'd the Wejf: (he from the S/ani^i Coaft 

Did rend their golden-fleeces ; and (he crod 

Their hopefulFfl aimes. They could not undermine 

Her Counfells ; nor by any (lye defigne, 

Defeat her Forces : France was prudent then, 

And would not (lir the wrath of EngliJItmen : 

For, they preferv'd their honor, by preferving 

Their truft in God ; and condant paths obferving. 

Then, to affront us, did no Dutchman dare, 
Nor, in our Voyages prefume to (hare. 
But, with our favour. We had fame by land ; 
Our pow'rfull Navies did the Seas command. 
To ours, the (Ironged Fleets did (Irike their failes ; 
They, that now bark, then, dar'd not wag their tailes .• 

Yea, 



333 



Bkittan's Ca7it. c. 

Yea, tliough our Lyons not fo many were, 

Our ilrongeft Foes, to rouze them, flood in feare. 

No fonne of thine prefumed, then, to be 
So traiterous unto thy God, and thee, 
As to allow a popifh Liberty : 
Much leffe to move, for that impiety, 
In publick hearing. No man fought to fell, 
For any fumme, the peace of Jfrad: 
No not within our IriJIt confines ; tho 
It fomewhat urgent feem'd to have it fo : 
Becaufe that peaceful! powV thou hadft not got, 
Which now tliou hafl : nor then the neighboring Scot 
So firme unto thy State ; nor fo engaged 
To tame that Nation, if a war it waged. 

Thy Patriots perceiv'd, that to begin 
With Ireland^ would become the meanes to win 
Great Britaine to the RomiJJi yoake anew ; 
And, give the Spaniard courage, to purfue 
His great defigne upon the Britijli nations. 

They faw what civill broyles their Tola'oiions * 

Have bred in France, For, if within her v»*ombe, 
Rebecca could not but difeas d become, 
(Whim (he, at once, two fons did nourifn there. 
Which Fathers of unlike Religions were) 
They thought, that if one Kingdome fliould admit 
Two fuch Conceptions, to grow ripe in it, 
They would, by daily flruggling with each other, 
Afflid the body of their nat'rall Mother ; 
And, caufe an endlefTe Warfare, untill one 
Were fetled in poffeflion, all alone. j 

Thou didfl not then, within thy Bounds afford 
An Altar both to Baal, and to the Lord, 
What thou refolv*d(l, was put in execution ; 
Thy zeale was chill'd with no iirefolution. 

No 
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No baitings were apparant. No difunion 
Did hazard (though it troubled) thy Communion : 
And, though thy many follies brought afflidlions, 
(Which, of thofe errors, were the due corre6lions) 
Yet, was thy faith in God, leffe violated : 
Apparant evils not fo palliated : 
Prophaneneffe, not fo patroniz'd, as now : 
Nor didft thou fuch impieties allow. 

But, thou art changed from what once thou wert ; 
Thy worfe hath ouercome thy better part. 
Vpon thine owne diflempers thou art toft : 
Thy confidence in God is almoft loft. 
And, thence it comes, that though thou doft abound 
In many blefUngs ; thou art needy found. 
This makes Tranfgreffions to encreafe upon thee ; 
They bring new troubles, and new dangers on thee ; 
Thefe make thee feare ; thy terror caufes thee 
Impatient of thy feared harmes to be : 
Impatience makes thee fo unfit to ftay 
Gods leafure ; that, thou runn'ft another way. 
And feek'ft for helpe in thine owne FantafieSy 
In flelhly Leagues^ and humane Policies, 

Thofe courfes overwhelme thee with new fins .• 
From them another brood of Plagues begins, 
Which doth not mollifie, but more obdure 
I'hy flinty breft : and will at laft procure 
Thy totaJl overthrow ; unleffe thou climbe 
The hill of hearty Penitmcey in time. 

Growne fat with eafe, & wealth, thou haft forfook 
Thy God ; and many crooked courfes tooke. 
God, who did thee fo love, and fo efteeme \ 
Who did create thee, and thy life redeeme ; 
Thou haft forgotten : yea, reje<5led him. 
And, fought thofe gods, thy Father did contemne. 

His 
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His Counfells, and his law, thou hafl defpifed ; 
Nay, unto Devills, thou hail facrificed ; 
And, them and thine owne lufls, preferd before 
His honour, whom thou (houldfl have prized more. 

The come, and oile, & wine which thou enjoyedfl 
As tokens of his love, thou mif-imployedfL 
The jewels he vouchfafed to adome thee, 
(For his own pleafure) thou on thofe that fcome thee 
Beilowll againe. The beautie which he gave, 
That he the more delight in thee might have. 
Thou bafely proftituteft unto thofe 
That are thy luflfull wooers, and hh^foes. 
Thy Vines like thofe of Sodom are become, 
Ev'n like thofe plants, that are derived from 
GommorraKs Vineyard ; and their Cluflers all 
Are fowre ; or elfe, more bitter, far, tlien gall. 
Thy Wine is Dragons poifon : yea, thou hafl 
In all thy plealant things, a lothfome tad. 

But, thus in groffe, why Ihould I longer fpend 
My time, thy wickednefle to reprehend ^ 
Since thou art impudent, and hafl the face, 
To make of thefe upbraidings my difgrace ? 
In my next Cantds therefore, lie prefer 
Of thy Tranfgreffions a PER TIC VLER, 
So duly urg*d ; that none fhall juflly lay 
I utter what I fhould not open lay : 
Or that my Verfe doth brand thee with a crime, 
Whereof their Hues not witnefTe all this time. 
Obferve it ; and if ought I mention here, 
Not fitly fpoken to the publike eare ; 
Or if, but in a word, I wrong thee (hall ; 
Me to the mofl impartiall cenfure call : 
Let my good purpofes be punifht more, 
And pittied, alfo leffe then heretofore. 

Let 
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Let me of all thy children be reviled ; 

From thy mod pleafant Borders live exiled : 

And never be recall'd. But, if I tell 

What thy befl Lovers (hall approve of well. 

If Truth I utter ; and fuch Truth as is 

To be difcloPd : then roarke what's found amifle. 

Amend thine errors. Let thy folly ceafe. 

Love him, that loves unfainedly thy peace. 

At lead, defpight him not But, if thou doe, 

Yet he will ferve thee ftill, and love thee too : 

Thy welfare rather then his owne prefer : 

And, leave this Bookc for thy Remembrancer. 



The fixth Canto. 

The Poet (weighing well his Warrant) 
Goes on with his enjoyned Arrant. 
Jmpartially be doth relate 
This Hands good and bad ejlate. 
What fev' rail finnes in her have place \ 
How grojfe they are ; how they encreafe^ 
He alfo tels : and^ tlien hejhewes 
That nor the Gentiles, nor the lewes, 
Were check d^ or plagtidfor any Crimes^ 
Which are not reigning in thefe times. 

Next that, he boldly doth reprove 
The courfe in ivhich our Nobles move \ 
Derides their folly, blames their fin. 
And wames what dangers we are in. 

Our Gentry tlten he reprehends ; 
Their foolijh humours difcommends ; 
And (having brought tlum to tluir fights) 

P Vpon 
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Vpan the guilty Cleigy lights ; 
On Lawyers that abufe the LaweSj 
On Officers, and on the Caufe 
Ofmojl Corruptions: Loft of all 
Onfome enormities doth fall 
Which are in Court and City found; 
And runs this Canto, tJiere^ aground, 

BVt, am I well advis'd ? and doe I know 
From whence, & from what Spirit this doth flow ? 
Doe I remember what, and who I am, 
That 1 this famous Monarchy Ihould blame ? 
Am I aflur'd no ill-fuggefling Spirit 
(In hatred of thine honourable merit) 
Seduceth me (oh Britiane) that I might 
Become an inllrument of his defpight ? 
Have I confidered of what efleeme 
Thou art / How great thy Piety doth feeme ? 
What glorious titles, and tranfcendent (liles 
Thou haft obtained above all other Ifles f 
What attributes unto thy felfe thou giveft? 
What of thine owne perfedlions thou beleeveft ? 
And what thy flattring Priefb and Prophets fay 
Of thy admired happineffe this day ? 

Yes, yes ; all this I ponder'd, and I know 
What good or evill from this adl may flow. 
I am not ignorant, that thou haft beene 
Among the neighb'ring Countries as a Queene^ 
Among her Ladies. Formes of Government, 
Or Lawes, or Cuftomes, through Earths Continent, 
Are none received that more pious be. 
Or more upright then thofe that are in thee. 

Among faire Sions Daughters, none doth fit 
More fi'ee from blemifhes (then thou art yet) 

. In 
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In points of Chriflian Do^lrine (though there are 

Some, who in that fimpleDeiTe begin to maire) 

No people doth retaine a Difdpline 

More Apojhlically then fome of thine. 

No Church tliat's vifible, hath kept more pure 

The grounds of Faith^ nor countenanced fewer 

Of Rornes innumerable Suptrjlitions ; 

Of ufeleffe, or of burdenfome TraditiofiSy 

Then thou hail lately done. I feele thou haft 

Some warmth yet left. As yet, fo brazen-fac*d 

Thou art not growne, but that thou doft defpife 

Notorious Crimes, and open Herefies \ 

Becaufe tlie hidden Leaven of thy fm 

To fowre the Lumpe, is (yet) but new put in. 

lie doe thee right, and give thee all thy due, 
Before thy follies fiuther 1 puifue. 
I know that thou va\h. patietue heretofore 
(Ev*n like the Church at Ephefus) haft bore 
Thy Chriftian Labours ; that, thou haft been moved 
Againft offenders ; that, thou fuch haft proved, 
Who falfely did affirme themfeleves to be 
ApcJtUs \ and, ftrong Faith was found in thee. 
Yea, thou didft long thofe herefies refift, 
Which God abhorreth ; and didft them deteft. 

I know, that like the Smyrnian Congregation 
Thou haft through poverty and tribulation. 
Got heav'nly Riches : neither didft thou feare, 
When they, who of the Church of Satan were, 
Blafphem'd the Truth, and did themfelves profefTe 
True Ifra^iites, when they were nothing leffe. 

I know, that when thy Lott it was to dwell 
Like Pergamus, ev'n where the throne of Hell 
EretSled was (and in their bloody Raigne, 
By whom fo many Martyrs here were flaine) 

P 2 Thou 
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Thou didft not then the faith of Chrijl deny. 
Nor from profefling of his Gofpel flye. 

I know, that ThyaHra-X"^^ thy love, 
And thy devotion did unfained prove ; 
And that thy piety, and righteoufneffe 
Did (for a feafon) more and more encreafe. 

I know, thy goodnefle is not quite bereft, 
But that (like Sardis) thou fome Names haft left 
That walke with Chrijl^ from all pollution free, 
In thofe white Garments that unfpotted be. 

I know that like the Church of FhUaddphy 
Thou haft a little ftrength within thy felfe : 
Gods word, and holy Sacraments yet are 
(As pledges of his love) preferved here. 
And 1 doe know, that, fince thou heretofore 
Didft love the Truth ; God will his grace reftore, 
On thy repentance ; and in all temptation 
Become thy fole fufficient prefervation ; 
Yea make all them, who now falfe boafters be 
Of true Religion, to fubfcribe to thee ; 
Confeffe he loves thee ; and to thee hath given 
That Cities title, that came downe from heaven. 

But, much is, yet amiffe ; and (to prevent 
Thy Ruine) I advife thee to repent. 
Remember (oh ! remember thou) from whence 
Thou fallen art ; and feeke by penitence 
To rife againe. Thy former works renew ; 
Thy lately pra<5lis*d wickedneffe efchew ; 
What thou haft loft, endeavor to regaine ; 
Hold faft that Faith which yet thou doft retaine ; 
Awake, and ufe thine utmoft pow'rs, to cherifli 
Thofe Graces, which in thee are like to perifti. 
Oh ! doe it fpeedily, whilft he doth knock 
That opes the doore, which no man can unlock, 

And 
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And (huts, where none doth open : yea (lefl he 
Come fuddenly, and take away from thee 
Thy pretious CandleJKcke ) renew thy zeale ; 
And unto him thy fmne, betimes, reveale. 

Marke, to the Churches, what the Spirit faith ; 
And purchafe thou of Chrijl (by lively faith) 
To make thee rich, gold tryed in the fire. 
To hide thy filthy nakedneffe, defire 
The pure white rayments of his Righteoufnefle. 
Thy former fight, that thou maid repofleffe, 
His eye-falve take : The conqueft drive to get, 
That of the hidden Manna thou maifl eate ; 
And gaine the Stone^ infcribed with a NatnCy 
Which none can know, but he that weares the fame. 

For, I mufl tell thee, thou art run aftray, 
And (like a whoriih wife) had cad away 
Thy old afTedlion : thy fird-love is gone, 
And other friends thy heart hath doted on. 
Thou had not halfe that zeale, which thou had bore 
To thy Redeaners honor heretofore ; 
That fimpleneffe, thou had not in thy workes ; 
But, bafe didembling in thine a<5lions lurkes. 
Some Doiflrines alfo are in thee profed, 
Without reproofe, which God doth much deted. 
Thou dod let goe unpunidied in thee, 
Thofe perfons that notorious finners be. 
And impudently wicked : thou mak'd light 
Of their mifdeeds, in vertuous mens defpight. 
Thou had conniv*d at thofe, who in the Land 
Have with an high, and an imperious hand 
(Like lezabel) oppreffed and bereav*n 
The poore mans portion in contempt of Heav*n. 
Thou had blafphemers, who doe falfely fay, 
That they are CatholiqutSy (and none but they) 
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Yet, if they heeded what their words imply, 
Their owne DiJlirt^Uon gives themfelves the Lye. 

The Babylonifli Strumpet thou (as yet) 
Within thy territories doft permit : 
Who doth feducc Gods people, and thy Nations ; 
And make them drunken with her Fornications, 
Tho haft thofe Hypocrites that make a Ihow 
Of zealous hearts, when they are nothing fo. 
Thou haft thofe Baalamites^ that in the way 
Of weake ProfelTors, ftumbling blocks doe lay : 
And pra<5tife cunning fleights of policy, 
To bring thee backe unto Idolatry, 

To trouble and diftra<5l thee, they invent 
Strange queftions, doubtfull, and impertinent 
By needleffe provings, by their vaine confutings, 
By over nice diftindlions, and difpuiings. 
And by their multitudes of windy notions, 
They have fo interrupted thy devotions, 
So over-whelm'd thy Faith ; fo tired out 
Thy knowledge, (with ftiil running round about) 
That there is left but little care in thee, 
How much decayed thy good manners be. 

Indeed, of thy loft Vertues, there's a Fame 
Remaining ftill ; and thou haft yet a Name 
To be alive ; but, fome doe greatly feare 
That thou art either dead, or very neare. 
Though Laodicea like thou proudiy vaunteft, 
That rich thou art, and that thou nothing wanteft : 
Though thou art happy in thine owne efteeme. 
And doft to thine owue felfe quick-lighted feeme : 
Yet, were tliy Judgement cleared, thou wouldft finde 
That thou art wretched, naked, poore, and blinde. 
Thou doft almoft that lukewarme temper hold, 
Which neither can be termed hot, nor cold. 

Thy 
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Thy wickedneiTe is (well neere) growne as ripe, 
As hers, that ferved for thy Protot)rpe. 
Nay, Gods great Volume mentions not a fin, 
Wherewith or place, or perfon, taxt hath bin, 
But thou hail pradtis'd it ; and of thine owne 
Hafl added others, to thofe times unknowne. 

With our firft Farenis, there are fome in thee, 
Who drive to eate of Gods forbidden tree ; 
And have upon them fuch an itch to know 
Thofe things which he vouchfafedi not to (how : 
That, from their eyes true wifedome it hath hid, 
And more endangered them, then Adam did. 

Thou hail a brood of Cainites^ that envies 
Their brethrens better pleafmg facrifice ; 
And perfecutes, and flanders, (what it may) 
All thofe that walke not in their wicked way : 
And third with greedineffe to died their blood, 
Who feeke their fafeties, and effe<5l their good. 

There be, among thee, fome jud like that Race, 
Who (being made the Sonnes of God^ by Grace) 
Did with mans female idue fall in love ; 
And thefe beget a mongrell brood, that prove 
The Giants of dieir times ; and, thofe, that will 
llie meafure of the worlds mifdeeds fulfill. 

They (as thofe carelefle people did, on whom 
An umverfall Deluge once did come) 
Eate, drinke, and take their pleafure, without care, 
How many or how great their follies are. 
And, though a Judgement on their head is pour'd. 
They will not heed it, till they are devoured. 

As foone as any Plague from us is gone, 
We build and plant, and in our fms run on : 
Or when (with Noah) bleflings we have had, 
(Indead of being in Gods favour glad) 
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We doe in fome vaine mirth bewray our folly \ 
ju drunken feaflings, or in games unholy. 

Since out of beaftly Sodom they were got, 
Thy Children have among themfelves (like Lot) 
Committed much uncleanneffe ; whence proceeds 
A Race, which difcord in thy borders breeds. 

Like Ldban^ many wickedly detaine 
The workmans hire ; and make unlawfull gaine 
From their owne Children. Some (with Ifmael) 
Are bitter mockers ; fome (with Efau) fell 
Their heav'nly Birth-rights ; & for what d'yee thinke ? 
For worfe then porridge ; ev'n for fmoake and flinke. 

We have as mighty Hunters (now adayes) 
As Nimrody and as willfuU in their wayes. 
Some, of their brethren merchandizes make, 
Like Jacobs Sonnes, and money for them take. 

With SimeoHy and with Levi\ fome, pretend 
Religions caufe ; when for fome other end 
They doe projedl ; and, maskes of holy zeale 
Doe often bloody cruelties conceale. 

For wives, for wealth, and for our \'aine delights, 
We change Religion^ like the SicJumites, 
We have thofe ludges, who will (ludah-X-^^) 
Their brother, for his fault feverely flrike ; 
Deride, taunt, cenfure, and without compaffion, 
To death condemne him, for the fame tranfgreffion 
Which they are far more guilty of then he : 
And thofe the Plague-fores of this Hand be. 

We have in either fex, of thofe that are 
As wicked as the wife of Potiphar, 
Ev'n thofe, who fo wil flander, and accufe ; 
If any to obey their luft refufe. 

Like Er and Onan^ we have wicked heires, 
Who rather would confume themfelves, and theirs, 

In 
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In fruitlefTe vanities, then part from ought 

By which their brothers welfare might be wrought 

With Phar^ohy we Gods judgements do contemn, 
And grow the bolder, and the worfe by them. 
When he mod plagued us, we moft prefumed ; 
And finned moft, when we were moft confumed. 

Nor blood, nor frogs, nor loathfome lice, nor flyes, 
Nor marraines, biles, nor botches can fuffice 
To make our Nations their bad lives reforme ; 
Nor Locufts, nor the leafe devouring worme ; 
Nor horrid darkneffe, liable to fenfe. 
Nor Haile, nor Thunders, nor the Peftilence \ 
Nor bringing us to fprings that bitter are ; 
Nor fweetning thofe things that unfavYy were ; 
Nor ftrange deliverances by fea and land ; 
Nor Gods protedling us with his owne hand ; 
Nor Quailes, nor Manna^ (bleffings which be rare) 
Nor favours which more ordinary are : 
No, nor Gods dreadfull Anger, nor his Love, 
Can our hard hearts unto repentance move ; 
But, we (like Mgypt) in rebellion be, 
And, full as faithleffe as the lewes, are we. 

Among us, we have wealthy men, who may 
Whole Groves difpend ; yet on the Sabbath day 
They'll gather fticks. Ev*n to the Devill, fome 
With no leffe worthy facrifices come, 
Then fons and daughters. For, what lefle do they 
Who them in wedlocke wickedly betray 
To open Hereticks 7 Or, they that make 
Their mar'ages, for wealth, and honors fake, 
Without affedlion ? And (I pray) what leffe 
Doe they, who force their children to profeffe 
Vnlawfull trades ? There be among us, living 
Too many, that, ev'n whilft the Law is giving, 
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Doe fet up golden calves. Such men are they, 
Who in the Churchy or on Gods Holiday^ 
Are plodding on the world ; whilft they (hould bend 
Their eares to God, and on his will attend. 

We have (our befl proceedings to withftand) 
A lannes, and a lambres in the Land, 
Who (by their forceries) continue Ihall 
Some people of this Monarchy in thrall : 
Vntill a Plague (like JE^pts lowfineffe) 
Shall make them God Almighties powV confefle. 

Young Nadabs and Abihues^ we have fome, 
That with ftrange fires unto Gods altar come : 
Their dull devotions kindled are with flicks, 
And withered leaves of humane Rhetoricks ; 
They offer up to God, their vaine Oraiiom^ 
Composed of Clinchings^ and Adnoninatiom ; 
"Which he abhorres ; with all that frothy fluffe, 
Of which this age hath more then thrice enough. 

Our brethren by extortion we oppreffe .• 
The (Iranger, (nay, our kin) are harbourleffe ; 
And thofe offences we have Patron for, 
Which many Heathen people did abhor. 

With Miriam and with Aaron^ we have fuch, 
Who at their brethrens due preferment grutch ; 
Hot fpirits, troublefome to civill dates j 
Like Corah and his rude confederates. 
Thefe argue much for poplar parities, 
And raile upon all civill dignities ; 
But when they can attaine them, none fpeake louder 
In their defence ; nor are there any prouder. 

We Gailants have more impudent, then e're, 
Yong Zimriy and his CozAi did appeare : 
And doubtleffe we have Achans who have hidden 
Some Bahylonijh things which are forbidden. 

For 
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For all the Land much troubled we may fee ; 
And many thinke, it fhall not quiet be, 
Till they be found. RroeaU thou their tranfgreffions^ 
O Lord I and he thou prai^d in their confcfftons. 

We have, this day, amongfl us, many a Bramble^ 
That, like Abimelech^ knowes how to fcramble 
Above their owne defervings : and (though bafe 
Vnworthy (hrubs) durfl arrogate a place 
More eminent, then dares the noblefl Plant, 
^^llereof the Mountaine Libanus doth vaunt 
By others vertues thefe afcend on high, 
And raife themfelves to fuch authority, 
That our moil noble Cedars are o*re-topt ; 
Our pleaiant Figtrees^ are befcratcht and dropt ; 
Our Virtes are (hadow*d, and unfruitful! made ; 
Our Olives robbed of that oile they had j 
Yea, all our forrefl and our garden trees, 
By their ambition, fruit, or honour, leefe. 

Thou nouriOit hafl, and fondly doted on 
Thofe cunning Dalilahs^ who having won 
Thy good refpe^l, doe pra6life how to fpye 
Wherein the chiefeft of our flrength doth lye ; 
That (having by their flatteries luli'd afleepe 
Thofe watchm^s eyes that Ihould our fortrefs keep) 
They may (unheeded) fleale our pow*r away, 
And to our greatefl Foes our lives betray. 

Here want not fuch as Michahy who with eafe 
Can make a new Religion when they pleafe ; 
Coine formes of worlhip proper to their S€H\ 
A private Church among themfelves ere6l ; 
Make Priefls at their owne pleafure ; fumifh them 
Ev'n with their owne new-fangled Teraphim \ 
And preach abroad for good divinity, 
The tumours of their windy fantafie : 
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Nay, fome of them far (Iranger things can doe ; 
For, they can make their gods^ and eate them too. 

There be of us, as wilfull Favourites 
Of wicked men as were the Benjamites ; 
And, rather then we will deliver them 
To feele the (Iroke of ludice, who conterane 
The waves of goodnefle ; we will hazardize 
Our peace, our fame, and our poflerities. 

We have thofe Prophets who (with Baiam) know 
Gods pleafure, and what way they ought to goe : 
And, yet, will for preferment doe their bed, 
That they his plaine revealed Wiil may wreft. 
And though they are, perhaps, afham'd to fay 
Their mindes in publique, clofely they'll betray 
The Lords inheritance ; and Scripture proofc 
Inferre for all things to their owne behoofe. 

If of the poplar fadtion thefe become, 
And thinke fome gaine may be atchieved from 
That fide ; Gods word they will produce for thofe 
That would difloyally their King oppofe : 
If by the Prince advantage may be had, 
Then, God himfelfe an inflrument is made 
To warrantize their claimes ; and, Tyranny, 
Shall proved be a lawfull Monarchy, 

As rafh as lephtha, in our vowes are we ; 
As Ehuds gift, fuch oft our prefents be. 
In entertainments fome like lad are ; 
And, in their complements may well compare 
With bloody loab : for, they make their table 
Become a fnare : and (when mod ferviceable 
They doe appeare) unheeded, they unflieath 
Some fatall inftrument, that wounds to death. 

Like old indulgent Eli, fome connive 
At all the fins, in which their children live : 

Nay, 



34S 



CanL6. Remembrancek. 174 

Nay, glory in their lewdnefle ; and maintaine 

In them thofe follies, which they (hould reilraine ; 

Till their owne fhame, and their undoing followes. 

And their wilde brood be tamed at the Gallowes. 

Nor were the fonnes of Eli^ heretofore 

More wanton at the Tabernacle doore, 

Then fome young Priefts of ours ; whom to correft. 

The Fathers of our Church fo much negle6t, 

ITiat if they long connive as they have done, 

The glory of our I/r'el will be gone. 

Like thofe PhiliJ&ans^ whofe advice it was 
To fixe God!s Arke, and Dagon, in one place, 
We have too many ; and, they cannot fee, 
Why God and Baai^ in one, fhould not agree. 
But, when they raife their Idol in thefe Lands, 
Lord^ let it fall, and lofe both head and hands. 

We are as curious as the BethJliemiteSy 
And long as much to fee forbidden fights .' 
Like thofe of Ekrotiy we profeffe to know 
The trueft God, and whence our troubles grow : 
Yet, are fo ftupid, that we fleight his Grace, 
And, fend him from us, to another place. 
Yea, like the Gadarens^ we for our Swine, 
Would baniih Chrijl^ and fleight his love divine .- 

With Saul^ we doe hegledl what fliould be done ; 
And facrifice, when God requireth none. 
Fat Sheepe and Oxen we prefer before 
Obedience to the Lord ; and follow more 
Our will then his. When God faith kill^ we fpare. 
And where he bids, be kinde, we cruell are. 
No love, no kindnefle, no fmcerity. 
No tokens of unfained piety 
Can flay our furies, or divert our mind, 
When we are once malicioufly enclin*d. 

Goiiah^ 
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Goliak like, Gods army fome contenane \ 
With Rabjhakehf fome others doe blafpheme ; 
Some curie (with Shimci) Gods befl beloved ; 
As caufelefly, to grieve them they are moved, 
And are of gaine as greedy. For, if they 
Have but an ufeleffe Groome efcap'd away, 
(Or loft a beaft) for fuch a petty prife, 
They would not ftick their lives to hazardize. 

VVe have thofe Michoh, which will fcofFe & flout 
At fuch as are moft zealoufly devout 
We have thofe dog-like Docgs in our Courts, 
That gladly heare and utter all reports, 
To difadvantage them, whofe v/ayes are pure, 
And cannot their impieties endure. 

VVe have thofe Nabals, upon whom all coft, 
All curtefies, and kindnelTes are loft. 
We have (like Vzzah) thofe tliat dare to touch 
Gods holy Arke. Nay, we have worfe then fuch, 
Ev*n thofe that rob it ; and themfelves adome 
With Jewels, from the Sati^uary torne. 

With Davidy fome have thought their fins to hide ; 
And, their AdulUrieSy in Murther dy'd. 
Officious knaves (like Ziba) we have fome. 
Who by their Majkrs falls, to greatnefle come ; 
And (though they did men innocent betray) 
Without reproving, they doe pafle away. 

We have thofe wicked Ammons, who defile 
Their fifters. And, to lay a cunning wile 
For helping their companions to a drab, 
We have more fubtile Bauds then lonadab, 

Thofe difobedient Abfoloms there be 
Among us here, that wifh to feeke and fee 
Their Parents death ; like him, they can conceale 
Their ends, till they (by faire diifembling) fteale 

Mens 
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Mens hearts away ; and then abufe them fo, 
That all feemes jufl, and honefl which they doc. 

We have Achitophels^ that are as wife 
Againfl Gods honor, projedls to devife, 
As if the Delphian Oracle were fought : 
But, (lill in their owne pit-fals they are caught 
For, he that honefl purpofes doth bleffe. 
Converts their wifedorae into foolifhneffe. 

We have with Solomon (though none fo wife) 
Men wonne by women to Idolatries. 
With Jeroboam, we have thofe who flrive 
A fettled temp'rall fortune to contrive 
By ruining Religion \ and to win 
An outward peace, by tolerating fm ; 
Not heeding that a greatneffe fo procured. 
Hath feldome to a third defcent endur'd. 
To ferve an IdoU we like him proceed. 
Although Gods Meffengers reprove the deed. 
And though our arme be withered, for our fm. 
Our obdinacies we continue in. 

We want not ReJioboams Counfellors, 
Whofc unexperienc'd Policy prefers 
Harfh courfes, rather then a calme proceeding ; 
When times are troublefome, & dangers breeding. 

We have (with Ahab) thofc who covet fo 
Their neighbours Vineyard, that they fuUen grow, 
And can nor eate, nor fleepe, till they may plot. 
How their ungodly longings may be got : 
And we have lezabels enough, to further 
Their claimes by flanders, perjury, and murther. 
Nor want fuch Elders^ and fuch Nobles here, 
As thofe that Citizens with Naboth were. 
For ihonld (as God forbid) our faithful! King, 
Defire to compaife any lawleife thing, 

Or 
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Or fceke his loyall Siibjdls to bereave 
Of what their Ancejlors to them did leave .• 
We have of thofe (I doubt) that would effe<Sl it 
According to their powY : nay, projedl it, 
And urge him, and perfwade him, that (of right) 
He overthrow their lawfull freedomes might 

We have of thofe (1 feare) that would command 
A Fall (like lezabeh) throughout the Land, 
And underneath a maske of Piety, 
Proceede to pra<flife any Villany, 
Which might advance their greatneffe : and, I doul>t 
Some PrieJIs, would helpe to fet the project out. 

Yea, we thofe lud^a^es^ and thofe Elders have, 
That if a man his neighbours Vineyard crave. 
He need not, for his purpofe, name the King, 
Or Letters from the royall Sigfiei bring 
1 o move the fame : Nor were it neceffary 
That (to corrupt them) he Epiftles cary 
From fome great Lords. For if he can but mak€ 
The tongues of golden Angels for him fpeake ; 
Or get fome one, on his behalfe to write, 
That is but fervant to a Favourite-, 
The deed is done : and they will feele no fenfe 
Of others griefes, or of their owne offence. 

We have fuch Prophets as Zidkiak was, 
Who are no whit afliam'd, in publique place, 
To fpeake falfe meffages ; and thofe to fmite, 
That in Gods name have fpoken what is right 

We have Gehezies ; fellowes that ^vill take 
VnlawfuU bribes ; ev'n thofe who fale doe make 
Of what their Mafters (hould have, gratis, done ; 
And force out fees, where they can challenge none. 
Gehezies did I call this crew ? I feare 
I wrong the Leper .• for his briberies were 

But 
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Bat petty pillages, to thofe rich preyes, 
On whidi fome one of thefe his fingers layes. 
He askt and had a willing gratulation, 
From one both rich, and of another Nation : 
But, thefe extort, compel, and ilily feme 
Vnjufl demandings, as a lawfull due. 
From friends, from ilrangers, from both poore & rich 
Their fingers to be fcraping have an itch. 
For making their poore fuitor, wait and pray, 
(When they might have difpatcht him) he mud pay. 
For furly fpeeches, and for proud negle<5l, 
They mufl be humoured with all refpe6l. 
When to their Client, they a wrong have done. 
He mud not feeme to know or think thereon ; 
But, faine all noble thoughts of them to have. 
Or, in fome other perfons, call them knave. 
And bribe them (lill, in hope tliey may be won, 
Yet, at the lafl, be cheated and undone. 
We have among us, men as very fooles 
As Na^man was ; who thinke Damafcus pooles 
As good as lardan : and (like him) at home 
Some ferve one God ; and when to Court they come, 
Profeffe another. We have thofe that be 
As truillefTe of Gods promifes, as he. 
Who in Satnaruis gate was trodden on : 
Thefe may behold the favours which are done 
To faithfull men \ but, till they can beleeve. 
They fliall not taile what blelTmgs thofe receive. 
Here be like Ha^ely thofe who feeme to hate 
All tyrannizing, in their low eflate ; 
Yet, being once promoted, throw afide 
All pity ; and all piety deride. 
Yea, that which formerly they did contemne, 
(As vilifying, and debafing them, 

Below 
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Below a Dogs condition) they allow, 

When to their height of greatneffe once they grow. 

(If none yet live) we had in former time, 
Ev*n thofe that guilty were of TAmrics crime. 
Mod Officers^ like IchUy doe begin 
Good reformation, at fird entring in ; 
Their violent Zeale doth feeme to fay, Come fee, 
Howjujl in our proceedings we will be. 
But, oft they prove meere Hypocrites^ who having 
Acquired meanes to colour their deceiving, 
Surpaffe the word : and by degrees proceed, 
Till they appeare the men they were indeed. 

Like wicked Haman \ fome, unlefTe they may 
Infult and trample on poore Mordecaiy 
Are fo diflemper'd by their haughty minde, 
That they nor pleafure, nor contentment finde, 
In honours, riches, or in any bleifrng. 
Which they already have in their poffefling : 
But, will purfue, and ruine, if they can, 
Whole Kingdomes, for their malice to one Man. 

As proud are we as Nebuchadnezar : 
In feailings, as profufe as Balthazar^ 
And as prophane as he. We fometime feeke 
The god of Ekron^ Ahaziah like. 
Like Aniaiiah (an informing Pried 
Of Bethel) we have thofe that will refid 
Gods Meffengen j and would not heare them bring 
Into the Court or C/iappell of the King, 
The found of that reproofe or punilhment, 
Which to pronounce among us they were fent ; 
And, thefe, perhaps, when they my Arrand fee, 
Will prove as bufie as that Friefl with me. 
But, if they doe (as Amos faid to him) 
Although I be no Prophet, nor of them 

That 
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TTiat are thefonms of Prophets ; God doth know 
He called me to this (which now I doe) 
From viler a^ions^ then from gcUherin^ fruity 
Or folFwing herds : And I w3l make purfuit 
Of what he bids me ; though oppos'd I (land, 
By all the Friefls and Prelates in the Land. 
And if they contradidt, what well is done 
Their heads, at lad, the (hame (hall light upon. 

Some Courtiers now, like Daniels foes, there are, 
That will obje<St as things piacular, 
The trueft Piety \ and feeke to bring: 
EVn thofe to be fufpedled of the King, 
Who (Irive moft loyally, to keepe his Name 
In honour ; and his Kingdome without blame. 

As ludah had (in Zephaniahs times) 
Her Priefts oi Baal\ fiie name of Chemarims\ 
Thofe, who the heavenly army did adore \ 
Thofe, alfo, who by God^ and Malchom^ fwore 3 
And multitudes among them, who did weare 
Fantadick Habits: So, we harbor here 
Some Shavelings yet; fome Romifli fuperfUtions \ 
To Saints we offer up fome vaine petitions ; 
Equivocating Oathes we often take ; 
And, we our felves, in our apparell, make 
Deformed, by a skitti(h imitation 
Of eVry new-found guife in ev*ry Nation. 
I doe not think (nor have I ever thought) 
That in it felfe it is materiall ought, 
What (haped Robes I weare : nor do I hold 
That any Fa/hion, whether new or old. 
Doth fo much handfome or diiligure any, 
As it may feeme to do, perchance, to many. 
It is the TimCy or elfe their mindes, that weare 
Such clothes, which make them good or bad appear. 

Thofe 
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Thofe fooles who bring new fafhions firil ; and they 
That hail to follow them (and thinke it gay 
And generous) are thofe unworthy ones, 
That bring fuch folly, fhame, and coil upon's. 
But, when thofe Garbes grow generall ; then, we 
That firft abhorred them, compelled be 
To take them up : left our old clothes be thought 
New fafhions from fome forrain kingdomes brought : 
Or, left we fhould by fome be thought to erre, 
In being over nice, and singular. 

Moft other people, both at home, and here, 
Doe in their habits, like themfelves appeare : 
But, wherefoe're we come, we change our fhapes. 
And, in our geftures, are all Nations Apes. 
True gravity, we fo are fallen from. 
And, fo abfurdly blockifti are become ; 
That, ftrangers jeere us, to behold how foone 
We get the garbe of ev'ry fond Baboon. 
Yea, they are proud, to fee that we condemne 
Our owne attires, by imitating them. 
And I doe blufti to thinke, that our whole Nation 
Should of it felfe admit a traniformation, 
So fuddenly (as oftentimes we fee) 
To imitate the guife of two or three. 

But, fo it is : And at this prefent tide, 
Our female Gentry is fo frenchifi'd ; 
That we have fcarce a Gentlewoman now. 
In clothes, more handfome bodied then a Cow. 
Thofe women who e'rewhile were goodly creatures. 
Proportion having, and (me thought) fweet features ; 
Doe looke as triple-bodi'd Gerion did. 
When they in their mif-fhapen gownes are hid : 
For, either arme, in fuch a mould is caft, 
As makes it full as fulfome as their wafte. 

Their 
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Their necks (land fneaking out, before thofe rulTes, 
Which lie behind their backs with wide mouth'd pufs 
As doth a peeled Ewes, whofc fleece unihome, 
Was from about her neck with brambles torne. 
Their flaring curies about their ihag-fhome browes, 
Doe, of the faired Lady, make a bloufe. 
Thofe demy-skarfes, they wreathe about their chaps, 
(Which may be comely to fome eyes, perhaps) 
Doe make them feeme as Antick-like to me, 
As Hags^ that fent to fright yong children be. 
And I am fory, that a foolifh pride 
Should make our BeantUs their perfe<5lions hide 
In fuch a masking fuit And that a few 
Fantaflick women, fo great numbers drew 
To follow their new-fangles ; and befot 
Their judgements, by that fafhion newly got. 
For, not meane wits alone ; but, of the wifefl ; 
(Nay, of the moil religious, and precifefl) 
There are great multitudes befooPd in this : 
And, She^ Uiat of that Guife their Paiteme is, 
(Perhaps) derides their fickleneflie. For Ihe 
Is from ^eir minde, and from their folly free. 
Nought, but her country faihion, (he hath wome : 
And, that which them deformes, doth her adome. 
Yea, they have either miffed of her dreffe : 
Or elfe (he gives it much more lovelineffe, 
For to my eye there is fome excellence 
Which puts t'wixt her and them mudi difference. 
And this opinion is not mine alone : 
For, fo much hath beene faid by many a one. 
Oh ! (how the fweetneffe of your difpofition. 
In hearmg me, and granting my petition. 
Lay off yoiu: (Irange attires, that we may know 
If you be Engli(hwomen, yea or no. 

Your 
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Your monftrous habit, each tnie Brifainc lothes ; 
And, were your bodies formed like your clothes, 
(\Vhich God in luflice, may effe6l, perchance) 
You might go feek your fortunes out in Fratue^ 
From whence your new proportion hither came : 
For, we fhall never truly love the fame. 
Becaufe, if other men have thoughts like mine, 
It would appeare to be fome fatal! figne, 
To fee our women leave their native fafhion, 
And, tume themfelves into another Nation. 

But, let tliefe Females goe. I hope that fhe 
Who (hall be mine (if any fuch there be) 
What ever accident or change befalls, 
Will flill retaine her Englijh naturals. 
More blame then this might in this kind be laid 
On women : but, unwillingly I faid 
A\Tiat here is uttred. And, if they had bin 
Tn thofe attires that I have feen them in, 
I had not on this over-fight rcfledled ; 
But, left them to be counfcll'd and directed 
By their neare Friends or Husbands. Yet, alas ! 
We have of them, whofe levity doth pafs 
The ficklenelTe of thefe : and, they alone 
Are oft the caufe, that thefe have fo mifgone. 
Nor ever did this folly more appeare, 
Then now it doth ; ev'n in this very yeare, 
Wherein the PefMmce devoured fo : 
And, as that Plague decreafed, this doth grow. 

But, in TranfgreJ/lonSj how we parallell 
The times before, I will proceed to telL 
Iligh'priejh have we, who fend out fpies to watch 
The Preachers of Gods word j and pick, and catch 
Advantages againft them. Some of us 
Are like the Silver-fmiths at Ephefus^ 

And 



358 



Cant.6, Remembrancer. 179 

And, for their private lucre will contend 
Againfl the Truth, and Herefies defend. 
We, Demas like, have thofe Apoflataes, 
Who, for the world, forfake the Chriflian caufe. 
And, fome there be, that with Dioirophes^ 
Affe6l preheminence in thefe our dayes. 

Some, like the Scribes and Pharifes do rinfe 
The Cup without ; but, have no care to clenfe 
The loathfome infide. Some, have arrogated 
Such Holineffe^ that they are feparated 
From others, as a fpodeffe Congregation^ 
That is without all blame, or prophanation. 

Some, like to thofe, their brethren difrefpe€l 
And, lordly titles over-much affedl. 
As did the lewijh Robbies. Some, as they 
On others backs uneafie burthens lay : 
Which they themfelves, to cary do refufe. 
The OrphanCy and the Wido7v^ fome abufe, 
By (hewes of piety. And, we have fome, 
In tything Annifeed, and Mint, become 
Exceeding zealous : yet, have neither care 
Nor confcience, in thofe things that waighty are. 

We have our fev*rall Brotherhoods of thofe, 
Who ferioufly do Sea and Land enclofe, 
(And pradlife, by a multitude of Heights) 
To win unto their SeHs ntyf pro/elites : 
Not out of love to Truth, or Charity, 
But rather to advance their Hereiie. 

Who ever all their crotchets doth embrace, 
Is inftantly become the child of GracCy 
(In their opinions) whatfoever he 
In other points, or in his manners be. 
But whofoe're he be that (hall defpife, 
One branch of any toy, which they devife, 

Is 
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Is judg'd a Reprobate. Yea, though in all 
The grounds of Faitk^ and in his works he (hall 
Appeare unblemiflied ; they will contemne 
His judgement ; and traduce and cenfure him. 
Yea, fome of thofe there be who have defcride 
A tricke to know who are unfandtifide ; 
Though they have all the markes of holineiTe. 
Nay, fome are not aihamed to confede. 
To know what perfons thofe hid marks do beare, 
Which knowne to no men but their wearers are. 

Like AnaniaSy and Saphira^ here 
Are they that holy Brethren doe appeare, 

Yet want fincerity. And, I could tell ye i 

Of multitudes^ who meerly for their beUy, , 

Doe follow Ckrijl With Herody we have fuch 
Who heare men gladly, till thofe Crimes they touch 

Which are their Darlings : But, then mad they grow, l 

And what they truly are, they truly (how. f 

Like DiveSy we have thofe that eVry day, 
Are fed with dainties ; cloth'd with rich aray, 
And, full as mercile(re unto the poore. 
That lye uncloth'd, and hungry at the doore. 

We have a rattle-brain'd and wilfuH Crew^ 
That with a purblinde zeale the Truth purfue : 
And would be found, were not their poVr fo fmall, 
More bloody, and more violent then PatU^ 
Before his name was changed : for, they teare 
That Robe, whereof they doe profeflTe a care. 

We have thofe Nobles^ who with Felix^ can 
Confe(re the innocency of a man 
Accus'd before them \ and, yet leave him bound, 
If ought to their advantage may redound. i 

We have of thofe ihdXparceil ChriJHans be, !j 

As King Agrippcu Otherfome have we I 

That 
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That walke for company, they care not whither ; 
Andy fome that Height Religion altogether. 
Nor want we thofe, that while they Chrift profelTe, 
Convert his Graces into wantonnefle. 

We are almoft as wicked as old Rome : 
Of Herefies we are as full become, 
As AmJUrdam, Nay, many men have we, 
That can of three or foure profeflions be, 
(Ev'n all at once) although that ev'ry Sell 
Each other doth direflly contradifl. 

We have an ElimaSf who doth apply 
His cunning to pervert the Deputy : 
Like Simon Magus^ we have Merchants here, 
That were baptized ; and yet without feare, 
Dare buy and fell thofe things that holy be ; 
And which, by Gods donation, (hould be free. 
Nay, in the gall of bitternefle they lye, 
More deepe then he, from whom their Symany 
Deriveth name, for, lie, in fhow, repenting, 
Did crave the Churches prayers for preventing 
Of his deferving : whereas, thefe devife 
Quaint arguments, their (in to patronize ; 
Or make it lelTe. Elfe, by equivocation^ 
Or, by their tricke of mentall refervation^ 
They hide their fault : and (that the fm they doe 
May grow compleate) themfelves they perjure too. 

There be, that Mammon, for their God, adore : 
That make Chrifls members, members of a whore : 
And flained be with thofe offences all, 
Whereof the Gentiles were accuf 'd, by PauL 
We all are guilty of much fraud, debate. 
Impiety, uncleanneffe, envy, hate. 
Backbiting, dealing, pride, malicioufuefle, 
DifTcmbling, murther, lying, fpightfulneife, 

Q Truce- 
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Truce breaking, difobedience, ignorance, 

Implacability, bold arrogance, 

Want of affedlions naturall, exceflc, 

Inhumane cruelty, ungratefulneffe : 

Elafpheming, fwearing ; and innumerable 

Tranfgreflions more, of that ungodly rable ; 

And, fome (when God Almighty poured hath 

Vpon their neads the Viols of his wrath) 

Inftead of penitence, encreafe the fcore j 

Of their oflfences ; and, blafpheme the more. ! 

Nay, that we may be partners of their guilt, j 

That have the blood of Gods Anointed fpilt, 

With Pilate and the JeweSj we have, again e. 

The Lord of Life, both crucifi'd, and flaine. 

Thou hafl, Oh Briiaine, ev*ry thing mifdone, 
That Afhur, Moah^ Amman, Babylon, 
Or any Kingdome hath tranfgreffed in, 
Which unto Piety a foe hath bin. 
Of whatfoever Ift^el was dete6ted, 
For whatfoever ludah was corre<5ted, 
Thou maid be taxed ; for, among thy Nations 
Are daily pra<5lis*d their abominations. 
Their tricks thou haft, to hinder and opprefle, 

Thofe men who tell thee of thy wickednefTe. * 

Right fo thou doft debate ; fo flander them ; 
Right fo, their juft reproofes thou doft contemne : 
And, though their words are daily verifide, 
Yet, thou doft alwayes wilfully deride 
Their admonitions ; and, paffe all things by, 
As falling on thee but by cafualty. 

I doe beleeve, and know, that, yet, in thee | 

Some Obadiahs, and fome Ezraes be [ 

Some Courtiers, and fome Nobles yet remainc, ' 

Which doe their true Nobility retaine : 

But, 
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But, mod of them their dignity have loft ; 
And can of nought but painted Scuchions boaft. 

As did of theirs, the lewifti Prophet fay, 
Thy Princes doe procraftinate the day 
Of thy Calamity j and will not heare, 
Of that affliction which approacheth neare : 
But of Iniquity they climbe the feat ; 
And, by extortion make their houf(^ great 

Their Palaces, they feele and trim with gold, 
Gods Temples being ruinoufly old. 
On beds (more pretious then of Ivory) 
They ftretch themfelves, and live luxurioufly. 
The pafture Lambes, and wainlings of the ftall, 
Suffice not them ; but they make prey of all, 
Which liveth in the wood, or in the field ; 
Or which the land, the fea, or ayre doth yeeld 
Their lu(hious wines in pretious bowls they quaffe ; 
While lofeph is affli(5led they doe laugh ; 
And fing unto the Violl, wanton ftraines, 
While Syon in captivity remaines. 
They have but little care of Gods commands ; 
They breake his yoake, and caft away his bands. 
Thy men in honour, without knowledge be, 
Like beafts that perifh ; and, dilhonour thee. 
Some have afpired to their prefent heights 
Of wealth and greatnefle, by ignoble Heights : 
Of others houfes, they have got poffeflion, 
And, fumifhed their chambers, by opprefTion. 
Their wives and children, wafle in brave attire. 
The poore mans portion, and the workmans hire. 
Their credits they have pawned, to maintaine 
Their luxury, their pride, or gaming vaine. 
And, by their Honors have fo falfly fworne, 
That men their IdoU, and their oath do fcorne. 

Q 2 Some, 
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Some, have fo blufhlefle and fo IhamlefTe beene. 

To let their Coach, and foot-cloth horfe, be feene 

At common Strumpets doores : their Favorites, 

(And they, in whom their NobleneiTe delights) 

Are gameflers, roarers, perfons diiToIute, 

And fuch ; for unto them fuch beR do fute. 

To bold-fac'd Rimers, lefters, or to thofe 

Who make their Lordfhips laugh with foolifh profe, 

To Fencers, Fidlers, Tumblers, and to fuch, 

Who any way their fenfuall humours touch, 

Their hands are prodigall ; and thefe obtaine 

Rich favours to requite their idle paine. 

Their tongues, to fpeake on their behalfe are free ; 

When queflion'd for the fouled crimes they be. 

(Ev'n fellonies and murthers) but are mutes 

In vertuous caufes, and in honed fuits. 

When wife and painful men, have fpent their wealth, 

Their (Irength confumed, or impaired their health, 

In profitable works ; and to reveale 

Such things as might advance the publike wealc ; 

Their labours (for the mod) are over-pad 

Without encouragement ; foraetimes, difgrac'd 

By arrogant impodors ; who arife 

To greatneffe, by difcrediting the wife ; 

Or broaching fuch good projedls for their owne, 

Which were by thofe mens indudry made knowne, 

Whom they have ruined. For, what were fome 

(That now to places eminent are come) 

Before they got aloft on others wings. 

But, poore unworthy, and ignoble things? 

Nay, what (as yet) appeare they (unto thofe 
Whofe good experience their true value knowes) 
But gilded ignorance ? who having got 
The Ihadowes of the fubdance they have not, 

Doe 
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Doe paffe for men of worth, in their efteeming, 
Whom they have cheated, by a cunning feeming. 

Admit but fome of thefe into fuch place, 
Which may afford them priviledge, or grace, 
To fpeake before their Prince ; and you fhall heare 
Their tongues to run, as if their knowledge were 
As great as Soionians ; and that of all 
The plants eVn from the Hyfope of the wall, 
Vnto the Cedar^ they could tell the nature ; 
And knew the qualities of eVry creature. 
They, Proteus like, will anything appeare ; 
A Sea-moTiy Ship-wright^ or an Engineered 
Or whatfoeVe they lift : and having bought 
Of fome poore Artifts ] or (fome worfe way) wrought 
Thtix proje^s from them, that they may be fliowne, 
As if the quaint invention were their owne / 
(And, having gotten alfo termes of Arty 
To help them in the a6ling of their part) 
To fuch opinion of themfelves they rife, 
That men of foundeft knowledge they defpife ; 
Deride experience ; and, ev'n to their face, 
The skill of moft approved men difgrace. 

Make thefe men Counfellorsy and though till then 
They knew not halfe fo much as common men. 
Nor had the meanes of knowing any thing, 
But how to ride a horfe, or take the Ring, 
Or hunt, or hawk, or caper : yet (behold 
A wonder) in a moment they grow old 
In State afi&ires ; and nothing doth conceme 
Or peace or war, which they have need to leame. 

If any queftion be, before thefe, made. 
Of Merchandife ; the skilfuirft in the trade 
Are fooles to them ; and tis an arrogance 
To offer to in(lru6l their ignorance. 

Q3 If 
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If armes be treated of, there's no man knowes 
By pra6life, that which thefe men can difclofe 
By contemplation. And though they have feene 
No otlier wanes but thofe at Mile endgrcene^ 
Or Tutle-fields ; great Mars himfelfe, of thefe 
May learn e to be a Souldier^ if he pleafe. 

If any thing concerning Navigation^ 
Be tendred to a grave confideration, 
Thefe either dare afRrme, or to deny 
"What all the Majlers of the Trinity " 
Oppofe them in ; and Novices would make 
Of Hdwkincs, Frobijker^ and famous Drake^ 
Were they now living. And, yet fuch as they, 
The wreathes of Honor fooned beare away. 

With empty Names, and Titles, being blowne 
Above themfelves, they are unweildy growne ; 
And greater in their pride, and in their traine, 
Then their confumed fortunes will maintaine. 
Which doth compell them, by unworthy wayes. 
To feekc the patching up of their decayes : 
And, ilill in their profufeneffe they proceed, 
As if their prodigality (hould breed 
New fortunes ; and, were like thofe wells that fill, 
And grow the purer, by exhaulling flilL 

In feads, apparell, furniture, and things 
Of fuch like nature, many Chriflian Ki.ngSy 
To equall them fhaJl finde it much to doe : 
But, them they cannot very far outgoe, 
VnlefFe they meane to draine tlieir fouDtaines dry. 
With Fooles, in prodigality, to vye. 

Hence comes it, that the Rents and Royalties 
Of Kings and Princes, which did well fuffice 
In former times, to keep in comely port 
An honoured, and an hofpitable Courty 

(Yea, 
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(Yea, and an Army if occafion were) 
Can hardly now the charge of houHiold beare. 
For, they mufl either in their large expence, 
Come Ihort of that profufe magnificence 
Among their Vaffals : or elfe wafle away 
The price of many LordJhipSy to defray 
The cod of one vaine fupper ; and, from this, 
With other fuch like things, growes all amifle. 
For, one excelTe another flill produces ; 
One Foolc out-vies his fellow Fooles abufes ; 
Vntill their wealth, and hopes, and reputation, 
Be walled in a witneffe emulation : 
Not heeding what is taught them in the Fahky 
That when a Toad hath fweld while he is able, 
An Oxe is bigger, and with eafe can fmite 
His pride to nothing, when it is at height 

This over large profufeneffe, they are faine 
By many evill courfes to maintaine / 
By bribery, by griping, by the fale 
Of luJUct^ yea of Confcimcey and of all 
That may be fold for mony. From hence fprings 
Deceiving and mif-leading of good Kings, 
This, makes their Treafuries to ebbe fo low ] 
This, makes their SubjeHs difcontented grow ; 
This, makes the Merchant, and the Tradesmen, break ; 
This, makes the arme of Juflice grow fo weake ; 
By this, are States unjointed, by degrees ; 
By this, their honour and their love they leefe ; 
And, that confufion in upon them (leales. 
Which mines Nations^ Kings^ and Commonweales. 

From hence are all thofe rafcall Suits derived. 
By which the common dammage is contrived ; 
Hence, they (who by the publike defolation 
Would raife themfelves) pretend the reformation 

Q 4 They 
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They purpofe not ; and, by their faire pretences 
To cure old grievances^ breed new offences. 
Hence comes it, that to keep themfelves on hie, 
They fell their country, and poflerity 
To flavery and bondage ; caring nought. 
So they have refl, how dearly it be bought 
This, makes the GratUs of Kings become fo tickle, 
And Orders^ and Decrees of Stale, fo fickle, 
That no man knowes when he hath ought procured, 
How he, of what he hath may be affured ; 
For, in a righteous caufe, though he proceed, 
And have it ratified and decreed. 
By all Authority, that may be gained ; 
A fleight fuggeftion (without reafon fained) 
May fruflrate make the RoyaU-Confirmation^ 
Or keep him in an endleffe expedtation, 
Till he be quite undone. And, if his foes 
Have wealth, (though no good reafons to oppofe ' 

His rightfuU caufe) he may be wheel'd about, 
With OrderSy that will fetch him in and out, 
Till he be tyr'd : and, neither fide is fure 
Of conquefl, till the other can procure 
No bribe to give. Which is more wicked, far, 

Then thofe injuftices which pradlis'd are ' 

In heathen Kingdomes : fince, when any there, 
•For, lujlice^ or Injuftice bribed are ; 
A man (hall have his bargaine. And in this 

More jufl they be then many a Chriftian is. | 

For, when fome here are forced for their owne 

To give great fines, they afterward are throwne ^ 

From their pofleffions, if another come 

To buy InjuJHce with a larger fum. ( 

Oh ! what a madneffe is it, for one day i 

On earth, to foolc Eternity away ? 

To 
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To fell both foule and body for meere toyes ; 

And reall comfcMts, for deceiving joyes ? 

To build their houfe with morter, which will bame 

The timber, and the ftnwSlure overtume ? 

Perchance before the finifhing be done, 

But ^doubtlefTe) e're the third defcent be gone ? 

What folly is it for a man to wafle 
At one vaine triumph (which an houre doth lail) 
More then the portion, ten and ten times told 
Which all his predeceflbrs leave him could ; 
That, to his prejudice it may be knowne, 
How haflily a rich man he is growne ? 

What meaneth he, who doth confume upon 
One banquet, what a towne of Garifon 
Might li\e a yeare withall ; to heare it fpoken, 
That fo much coil was but a certaine token 
Of his corruption? And that all the (lore 
He wails, was got by making others poore ? 
Or that the greatneife of his new gain'd glory, 
Is of the common wrongs a reall floiy ? 

Who praifeth him for this ? or who doth call 
Him honorable, wife, or liberall. 
For, thofe expences ; but the rafcall rable 
Of Coxcombs, and of Gulls, that haunt his table f 

What honour is it ? or what can it pleafe. 
To be the Lord of many Palaces ? 
To have their Cambers, and dieir Galleries 
Adorned with moil precious rarities ? 
To feed, and cloath, and patronize a number 
Of ParafiteSy and of BuffooneSy to cumber 
Their walks and lodgings ? To have ev'ry day 
Their fervants following them in rich aray ? 
Rich iluffes, with rich embroyderies to bury, 
To ride on princely charets ? or to hurry 

Qs i« 
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Ill gilt Carochcs? or on pampered Steeds, 
(From Turky fetcht, or from the Barbary breeds) 
To praunce about the (Ireets to (how their pride ? 
Or with vaine titles to be magnifi'd ? 
What pleafure is all this, when they (hall heare, 
How loud the clamour founds in ev'ry eare, 
Of their oppreflions, frauds, and cruelties ? 
And how the people curfe their tyrannies ? 
Their flate, and their ambition to maintaine ; 
How many, oh ! how many to coroplaine 
Conflrained are ? Alas ! how many a one 
Have their proud followers tyrannized upon ? 
And of their fervants, what great numbers too. 
Doe thefe by their ambitioufneffe undoe ? 
The faces of the poorer fort they grinde ; 
The bread of Orphanes (who the while are pinde) 
They feed upon. The people they have fold 
For old-wome (hooes : on Altars they lay hold ; 
And, of each holy thing they make their prey, 
Whereon their facrilegious hands they lay. 

The portion of their brethren they devoure ; 
And, by ufurping an unlawfuU pow'r. 
They lave each other harmleffe from the lawes ; 
And overthrow the poore complainants caufe. 

Their neighbours, often, and their nearefl friends, 
(To whom they daigne refpedl but for their ends) 
Are fo engaged to uphold their pride, 
That they their foolifh heads are faine to hide. 

Some Trade/men, for their vaine credulity, 
(Intrufling to their Honors) now doe lye 
Imprifon'd for their aptneffe to beleeve : 
And, what they fuflfer, or how much they grieve. 
Their Lord/hips care not : For (except their owne) 
Of all mens troubles they are fenfelelTe growne. 

Their 
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Their houfcs, and their lodgings, ev'ry day, 

Are full of Suitors, who as humbly pray 

For what's their owne, as if that they were fome 

Who to entreat for charity were come : 

And oft are anfwer'd with fuch harih replyes. 

For their compelled importunities. 

As if it were an impudence or wrong, 

To ask the debt which had beene due fo long. 

The Baker and the Butcher^ fometime ferve 
Great men with bread and fleih untill they flarve 
Themfelves almofl : and, if they doubt they (hall 
Be quite undone before it fo befall ; 
They oft are glad to lofe the fumme that's due, 
Through feare that for their own if tliey (hould fue, 
(In flead of recompence) receive they might 
Some evill tume, their boldnefle to requite. 
For, fome are growne fo bafe, that now and than 
Their CoJUrmonger^ yea their Buiterman, 
And Herbwife is halfe begger'd and undone, 
By fuffring them upon their fcores to run. 

Oh ! with what faces can thefe Tyrants ride 
Along the ftreets, in fuch a height of pride, 
As oft they doe, when they are lookt upon 
By thofe poore Tradefmen whom they have undone ? 
What joy have they to fee, or to be feene 
In thofe gay feathers, which have plucked beene 
From others wings ; whofe nakedncffe appeares 
To cry aloud for ludice, in Gods eares ? 

And what a Plague is fallen on that Land 
Where fuch as thefe have places oi command 1 
Where thefe are chofe for Siatefmeny what protedlio 
Is Vertue like to finde ? what due corredlion 
Hath Vice where fuch controule? or what is he 
Can looke for ludice, where fuch ludges be ? 

Would 
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Would I could fay, oh ! Britaine^ thou haft none 
Of thefe. Or eUe might name thee fuch a one, 
As lawfully, as I might boldly do it, 
For thy advantage, were I called to it. 
But, that authority which I have got, 
Checks faults alone, with perfons meddles not 

Thy ancient Vertues, are not wholly loft. 
In all thy families. Yet, for the moft, 
As are thy Princes, now, thy Gentry be ; 
According to the height of their degree. 
They fpend their youth in luft and idleneffe ; 
In impudent prophanenefle, and excelTe ; 
In foolifh complements ; in thriftleife games ; 
And in oblivion do interre their Names : 
Through want of knowledge, and thafreall worth 
Which fets the luftre of true Gentry forth. 

The markes of Gentle-blood, and that which praife 
Did thereunto acquire, in former dayes, 
Were luftice, Temp'rance, Courage, Prudency, 
True Courtfie, Meekneffe, Liberality, 
And fuch as thefe. Their Exerdfts were 
Thofe which the mind or body might prepare 
For vertuous pradlices : as leaping, running. 
To handle Armes, to ftioot, to ftiew their cunning 
In managing great Horfe ; in ftudioufneffe 
Of piety, and of the Sciences, 
Which we terme liberall. But now, alas ! 
Thy Gentry, Britaine, is not as it was. 
To be a Gentleman, is now, to weare 
Fantaftick habits ; horrid oaths to fweare ; 
To whiflfe Tobacco ; to be drunk, and game ; 
To do a villany, and boaft the fame. 
To dare the Pox ; to talk with impudence, 
How oft they had it, without griefe or fenfe. 

Of 
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Of their mifdoings ; nothing to profeffe 

Or pradife, but to live in idleneffe ; 

To qiiarrell ; to be infolent, and proud ; 

To cheat, and brag, and lye, and fpeak aloud 

In ilead of fpeaking reafon : to prefume 

Above his worth ; unwifely to confume 

His patrimony ; fad and loofe to play ; 

To borrow, without purpofing to pay \ 

To fpend their time in fruitleffe vifitations, 

In beaflly and prophane communications ; 

In telling and in liilning after newes ; 

In viewing idle fights, or haunting Stewes ; 

With fuch like excrcifes : as if they 

Were made to flutter all their time away 

Like Butterflyes ; and lived, pupofely, 

For nothing, but to eate, and drink, and dye. 

Their nobled mark, is dieting a brace 
Of handfome Nags, to ran a fquirting R(uej 
Or keeping of a call of Norway Kites, 
To fhow them yearly halfe a dozen flights ; 
Or elfe, the feeding of a (linking pack 
Of yelping Hounds ; that when difcourfe they lack, 
They may whole dayes together, prate a flory, 
In which fome Dogs, or Hauks, or Horfes glory 
Is magnifi'd ; and him they count a Clowne, 
That in their folly is no partner growne. 

Oh ! would thefe lines had po'wr to make the fee, 
How foolifh and abfurd their courfes be : 
And that my Mufes now could reach the flraine, 
Might win them nobler thoughts to entertaine. 

But, mine will hardly prove fuch CharmeSy I feare ; 
For, at the very root we rotten are ; 
And, where our Maladies their cure fhould have, 
The dangerouil infections we receive. 

Our 
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Our Nurferies of Arts are not fo pure, 
But that* in them our bane we may procure. 
Our Infus of Court have lofl their good repute, 
By harboring of perfons dilTolute. 
The Schooles oiLaw are SanHuaries made 
For Oui-lawcs ; and where once our Gentry had 
That nurture which enobled them ; now, there 
By lewd examples, which too frequent are, 
Or, by too great a liberty, we gaine 
A habit in all courfes that are vaine. 
And mod of thofe, of whom the world beleeves 
Moil good (among them) are but civill theeves. 

For, Lawyers^ and fome Officers^ in thee, 
(Which Miniflers of luJHce feerae to be) 
Have made the Courts and Offices^ whereby 
We Ihould of wrongs receive a remedy ; 
To prove to us things more uneafie, far, 
Then thofe, for which their jufl complainings are. 
So coilly be their wilde interpretations 
Of Laxves and Cujbmes ; and fuch variations 
Are found in their opinions, that few know 
When they uprightly, or in fafety goe. 

If any Common Barreter will pleafe 
By fuits unjufl his neighbors to difeafe; 
The Plea may be maintained, though that all 
His allegations prove untrue they (hall : 
Or manifeft, by doubtleffe demonftration, 
He purposed nought, but wilfull moleflation. 
For, Lawyers will defend and plead tlie Caufe, 
Which to their knowledge doth oppofe both Lawes 
And Confciena too ; as if they did contemne 
His threatnings that pronounced woe to them. 
Who juflifie the wicked in their fm ; 
Or him gainfay which hath not faulty bin. 

Ev'n 
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Ev*!! in our C(mrt of Confdmce, fome things are 
Vnconfcionable. For, if any there 
Be cauflefly complain'd on ; well is he 
If uncondemned in the fuit he be. 
For, this Defendant hath fmall remedy, 
Save that, and patience, for his injury. 
His caufleffe troubles, and his large expence. 
Hath no requitall fave his innocence. 
For, if all they that are unjuflly grieved, 
By having cofls of fuits (hould be relieved ; 
Or if the Plaintiffe (hould his Bill averre 
Vpon his oath, as ev*ry Anfwerer 
Confirmes his Anfwer ; many a brawling Knave 
Would then be quiet, and that Court would have 
Far leffe employment : yea, and were it not 
Their Traverfes did knit againe the knot. 
Which Anfwers upon Oath^ almod unty, 
Suits would not halfe fo long unended lye. 

This, many Officers doe feeme to feare ; 
And therefore (as if Courts eredled were 
To make them rich, by nouriftiing contention ; 
Much rather then to compafTe the prevention 
Of wrongs and difcord) they continue flill, 
That courfe which brings moil grills unto their mil. 

If I would make a Libelly it fhould be 
By way of Suit: for, I did never fee 
A fcurrilous Rime or Phamphlet, fo compact 
Of flanders (nor fo cunningly detradl) 
As doe their (hamelelTe Btls, and their Replies^ 
Who feeke, that way, mens names to fcandalize. 

They dare pretend (as if with warranty) 
Thofe things of which no probability 
Was ever feene. For, though they prove it not, 
They know the very mention of a blot 

Doth 
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Doth leave a (laine ; and, that afperfions laid 
Suppofedly, are often fo convaid, 
And fo difperft ; and in difperfing, will 
Such new additions gather to them dill ; 
That, at the lad (although mod falfe they were) 
For truths, they told and heard, of many are. 

But, their Intergatories have a tricke 
Beyond all other Libellings^ to dick 
An infamy on any : for, in thofe, 
Of all which they will cauflefly fuppofe 
Within their Bils ; they may the quedion move, 
To whomfoever they pretend (hall prove 
What they objedl. And, though no proofe be broght, 
Nay, though it never came within his thought, 
That is complained againd ; to doe or fay 
Thofe things which they objedl againd mm may : 
Yet, he that is examined, or he 
That reads what matters quedion'd of him be ; 
Sufpe6ls, perhaps, (although he nothing knew 
Concerning them) that ev'ry thing is true 
Which their Inteigatories doe imply. 
For, why thinks he (that meaneth honedly) 
Should Propofiiions of thefe things be made, 
If they no likelihood of being had ? 
Or who (fuppofeth he) hath fo abhord 
A mind, as to fugged, and on record 
To leave afperfions (of deferving blame) 
On him, that no way merited the fame? 

Yet, this is frequent : and this libelling 
Much profit to their Common wealth doth bring, 
Who gaine by others loffes. And, there's none 
On whom this mifchiefe may not fall upon. 

For one example of fuch groffe abufe, 
My felfe I can, and judly may, produce. 

For, 
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For, fitting lately in a roome alone, 
My owne occafions meditating on .* 
Two men, who talking at the doore had bin, 
(And, as appeared, knowing me within) 
Made entrance and befought me both to heare, 
(And witneffe) what they had agreed on there. 
I heard them ; and, I purpofed to do 
As they required, being calFd thereto. 

But, mark what follow*d. Twelve months after that 
The one of thefe (not well content with what 
His baiigaine was ; and knowing, I alone 
Could teilifie what they agreed upon) 
Did in this knavilh cunning wife proje6l 
To make my witneffe take the leffe effe(5l. 

Forfooth, he makes me party in the caufc ; 
A pitifiill complaining Bill he drawes \ 
Wherein his learned Counfcll did devife 
Such Combinations^ and Confpiracies^ 
Such Plots^ fuch Practices, and fuch large tales, 
Of FremifeSy of Bargainings^ of Sales, 
And fuch like Heathnijh Jtuffe \ and his pretence, 
Was worded out with fo much impudence ; 
That, furely, whofoever came to fee 
That peece of Chautuery, fuppofed me 
A very cheating rafcall : or, that I 
(At leaft) was privy to fome knavery ; 
Whereas he knew, who then did fo abufe me, 
I blamelefle was of what he did accufe me. 
Yea, then fo farre was I from any plot. 
Or purposed wrong ; that I had quite foi^got 
Both man and matter: and, but for his Bill, 
Had beene (I thinke) unmindfull of them ilill 

A wrong like this, if any pleafe, he may 
Inflidl upon me ev'ry other day. 

With 
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With fafe impunity. For, fuch as he, 
Intituled Amid Curiae be .• 
And, many thoufand fees would quite be loft, 
Were they, in fuch like fuits to beare the coft. 
If I (hould here difclofe what I have feene, 
The pradlice of fome Lawyers to have beene ; 
What cunning in conveyances they ufe, 
How ftrangely their Profeflion they abufe : 
And what a glory to themfelves they take, 
When they an evill caufe to thrive can make : 
Or, (hould I here charadler their Ddayes^ 
Their Errors^ their Demurs^ their many wayes 
Of hindring luJUce ; their impertinent 
And coftly tedious Formes \ their impudent 
Extorting from their Clients double fees ; 
For Motions^ which they willingly doe leefe : 
How they doe move by halves ; how they miftake 
(Of purpofe) for themfelves, new work to make ; 
How oft their Orders have by procreation 
Made up, almoft, the hundreidth generation ; 
What double-tongu'd Reports^ for double fees j 
Are gottten by corrupted Referees \ 
(Who when the truth is plaine, can coin a doubt 
To bring againe the falfeft Caufe about) 
How fenfeleife of mens loffes, griefes, or paine, 
They are in all things which conceme their gaine ; 
To what expences they their Clients bring ; 
How they doe ride them in an endleffe Ring, 
And prey upon them : or, if here I (hould 
Difclofe as evidently as I could, 
How full of wicked bribes, their clofets be \ 
What brutifh cruelties mine eyes did fee ; 
How many honeft Caufes I have knowne, 
For want of profecution, overthrowne ; 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe our tedious ^^^dx of triall, ilretch 
Much further then the Clients purfe can reach. 
How many miles poore men are forc'd to come, 
For trifling fuits, which might have end at home ; 
But that our higher Courts more feek encreafe 
Of their bafe profits, then of \Ad![tA peace. 

Should I relate with what ilrange tyrannies 
Some Officers their places exercife ; 
What partiality they (hew ; what pride / 
How they infult on men ; how they deride ; 
How big they fpeak ; how fcurrilous they be, 
In taunting and reviling men more free 
From vice, then they themfelves : Or, fhould I tell 
How little tendemeflfe doth feeme to dwell 
Within their bofomes, when they do oppreffe 
The needy widow, and the fatherleffe : 
If all thefe things I (hould iniid upon. 
And fo defcribe them, as they might be done ; 
The world would know that all thofe injuries, 
For which the Law appointeth remedies, 
Are oil leiTe grievous to the Common weale, 
Then mofl, who mod pretend her fores to heale ; 
And that as little help from them (he fees, 
As when (he fets her Cats to keep her Cheefe. 
For, fome of them are trudy in their kind, 
And fo, fome trudy Lawyers (he may find : 
Yea, thofe there be, that in thefe evill dayes, 
Like Rubies mixt with pebles, fend forth rayes 
Of Chridian pieties ; which do declare, 
That fome remaine who yet an honor are 
To that profefTion ; and, all thofe are free 
From being taxt, or blamed here by me. 
The red (hall beare their (hame ; for, they were bom 
To be our plague ; and they (hall be my fcome : 

Their 
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Their torments do afflidl both night and day, 
And there are few fuch torturers as they. 
For, of thofe wrongs which we by them fuflaine, 
We fcarcely are permitted to complaine. 
Nor will this //and better dayes behold, 
So long as Ofi^es are bought and fold. 
Nor ihall I ever think that any one, 
Much cares, what right or injury be done. 
That buyes or fels an O^e ; chiefly he. 
Who chaffers that where feats of ludgement be. 

For order fake, to thefe my knee I bend \ 
Or, 1 to give them titles can defcend, 
And ev*ry outward reverence \ that fo 
The place they beare, contemned may not grow : 
Yet nobler far he feemeth in mine eyes, 
Who, by a due election, doth arife 
To be but Heardtnan in fome Country Borrough, 
Then all thofe Lordlings who have palfed thorough 
The greateft Offices^ by giving pay ; 
Or by fome other unapproved way : 

When me were fought, that Office they might bear 
And had it gratis ; they fuch perfons were, 
Whofe worth, whofe vertues, and whofe nobleneffe, 
Brought honor to the feats they did poffefle. 
With faitlifulnefle, their duties they difcharged ; 
No ancient fee unjuflly was enlarged ; 
Or new extorted ; neither did they take 
The poore mans money, when he mone did make : 
For, by an eafie entrance they were able 
(When need required) to be charitable.- 
Their juft expences,"alfo, to provide; 
And to fuflaine a comely port befide. 

But, fmce men fought out Offices \ and thought 
Of their owne merits, better then tliey ought, 

(Intru- 
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(Intrudingy without modedy, to fit 

Vpon that Seat, for which they were unfit) 

Since men experienced (by ferving long 

In fome inferior places) had fuch wrong, 

That ignorant Impoilors got pofTeiTion 

Of what pertaines to them, by due fucceflion : 

Yea, fince to facred Callings men are chofe 

By them, that fhould not of fuch things difpofe ; 

What can e're long expedled be, unleffe 

It be an overflow of BarbaroufnefTe ? 

Since each bafe fellow (who, perhaps, by (lealtli. 
By fraud, or by extortion, fcrapes up wealUi) 
May purchafe, by his evill gotten pelfe, 
A place of honor, to enfconce himfelfe. 
And fortifie his wickedneffe withall ; 
What hope of good proceedings follow (hall ? 

Since needy, worthleffe, bafe, & (haraelcs grooms. 
May feme their perfons into noble roomcs, 
By meanes ignoble ; no man mufl expedl 
From fuch a Caufe^ to draw a good Effe^\ 
Or, that he honor gets, who in fuch times 
To any honorable title climbs. 

He*s but a theefe, that in at window comes ; 
The buyer fells, and fells for greater fums ; 
By bribery, he bribery defends. 
Of unjufl Mammon he doth make him friends, 
To nourifh Pride ; or elfe to make up that, 
Whereby pofTeiHon of his place he gat ; 
Without compaifion, he dotli grieve, oppreflc, 
And rack the widow, and the fatherleffe : 
All places, and all things that appertaine 
To eVry place he puts to fale, for gaine .• 
Yea, mod men of each other, now, make fale : 
Of their owne liberties, of lives, and all. 

Great 
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Great Officers pretending to the gift 
Of fome infcriour places, make a fhift 
To fave the giving, and, fo dearly fell 
That their poore underlings they oft compell 
To ferve without allowance ; or to raife 
Their maintenance, by fome unlawful! wayes : 
Which they muft countenance ; or elfe contrive 
That others at fuch doings may connive. 
Whereby thofe places held difgracefull be, 
Which, otherwife, from fcandail, had bin free. 

Why then reproach we fuch with odious names, 
Since they that are the authors of their (hames, 
(And thofe to whom bafe termes do appertaine) 
Are their great MaJUrSy who make wicked gaine 
Of what (hould freely be beftow'd on thofe 
To whom they ought fuch places to difpofe 1 
From them, and their corruption, doth arife 
The multitudes of bafe enormities 
That fwarme among our petty Officers, 
It is a fum of mony that prefers 
To ev'ry place ; and that makes knaves, and (harks, 
Of Sergeants^ Waiter Sy and of Vnder-clarks. 
This maketh Regijlers^ in ev*ry Court, 
And other MinijUrs^ fo much extort : 
This makes them feek out knots, demurs, delayes. 
And pradlife many unapproved wayes, 
To make up that which foolifhly they paid : 
Yet, in the grave, their heads, perhaps, are laid 
Ere halfe recovered be : and oft their wives, 
(Whofe portion bought thofe places for their lives) 
Are left, with many children, to a lot 
Vnpitied ; as they others pitied not 
For, many a one of thefe, although you fee 
Their wives and children in apparell be 

A 
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As collly as a Lords (that yearly may 

Difpend as great a sum, as thefe did pay 

For their new Offices) engaged are 

To Vfurers, for twice the better (hare 

Of their large Fines : and, fometime they undoe 

Therafelues, their kindred, and their neighbours too. 

Hence comes it, that Receivers^ Baiiifes^ ReeveSy 
And other fuch, are worfe then common theeves ; 
And rack and pilf fo boldly ; and from hence 
It flowes, that few fupprefs their infolence : 
EVn from their bafe corruption, who do thrive 
By fuch mens loffe ; and not alone connive 
At their mifdoings ; but, oft patronize them, 
And from juil cenfures an efcape devife them. 
For they that elfe would Furze and Brambles biune, 
Will cherilh them, where they may fave their corne. 

Thus, Britainey moft of them have ufed thee, 
Whofe OfficeSy by purchafe, gotten be. 
Thefe, and a multitude of oUier crimes, 
They caufe, and a6l, and fuffer in thefe times : 
And are fo infolent in what they doe, 
That they dare pra^Slife, and defend it too. 
Without remorfe of mind, or feeming fenfe 
Of being guilty of the lead offence. 

Nor come tiiy Priejh or Prophets much behind 
The word of thefe : but, pafTe them in their kind. 
For, though a learned Clergy thou poffeffefl, 
And ev*ry day in knowledge much increafefl / 
Although I do beleeve thou hail in thee 
Thofe Guides whofe wayes are from reproofes as free 
As are the beft on earth : yet, thou hafl more 
That are perverted, now, then, heretofore. 

Of late, thou heaps of Teachers gotten haft, 
Refembling empty vapours, or a blaft 

That 
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That breathes no comfort. What God never ment 
They publilh forth ] and come eVe they are fent 

Thy peoples hurts, they cure with fugred fpeech 3 
When there's no peace at all, of peace they preach ; 
Thou purblind Watchmen had, and fome that fee, 
As blindly walke, as they that blindeil be. 
Dumb Dogs thou hail, who fpend their time in fleep ; 
And, fome who barke, but to affiright the (heepe. 
Like hungry Curres, fome alwayes gurmandize ; 
Yet nothing can their greedineffe fuffice. 
They follow their owne wills, and their owne waies 
They hunt for their owae profit, their owne praife. 
They tread the paths where common finners walke; 
Among themfelves they mod prophanely talk ; 
And, at the Tavernes meet, and fit and fwiJl 
Strong drinke, and wine, untill their guts they fill. 

In taking Gifts, and compafiing Promotion, 
They (hew more zeale, and pradtice more Devotion 
Then in their holy Callings, They delight 
In Flatteries ; and the fawningft Parafite 
In all the Courts of Europe ^ cannot prate 
More Heathnifhly, nor more infinuate 
Then fome of them. The bleffed Sacraments 
And holy Word, are us'd as indruments 
To compaffe that, for them, which they projected ; 
And, oft polluted are, and od negledted. 
Their facred Orders^ are abus'd and made 
To ferve them for an OJ/icey or a Trade, 
To be inriched by ; and to that end 
The preaching of the Go/pel, they intend. 
They come not by the doore into the fold ; 
Things holy, they have often bought and fold ; 
Confpiracies they make in matters fowle ; 
They prey vpon the body and the foule ; 

And 
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And, fat and rich, and mighty to become, 
They daub and plaifter with untemper'd lome. 
With lies, and faire pretences they beguile ; 
And violate the Law of God, the while. 
His Altars they prophane ; they ilarve his flocke ; 
They make Religion but a mocking-ilocke ; 
And, by examples horrible and vile, 
Caufe other men, Gods Temples to defile. 

There is no avarice which theirs exceeds ; 
No malice which a mifchiefe fooner breeds .• 
No pride fo furly as their Clergy-pride^ 
Except among the Beggers, when they ride, (broke 

They, who but few yeares pad, would halfe have 
Their kindreds, to have purchased them a cloake ; 
And in poore threed bare CalTocks fought to preach 
Beneath an Vnder-Curate \ or to teach 
The children of fome Farmers^ for their meat : 
And feem'd fcarce worthy fo much grace to get, 
Vntill by counterfeit humility, 
(By fawning mixt with importunity. 
And gilt with fained zeale) they wrought on fome, 
To bring their wandring feet into their home. 
Ev'n fome of thefe, fo well have afted out 
Their parts, of feeming honed, and devout ; 
That (either like to Michahs Pried, by leaving 
Their Patrons \ and their hopefuU trud deceiving : 
Or, fome fuch likely wayes) they have acquired 
A higher dation, then they fird defired. 
They have fo quaintly humoured, and fo pleafed 
The prefent times ; that, they have proudly feized 
Supremed places : and, now, over-peere 
Their heads, by whom, they fird advanced were. 
And very profitable, fure it is. 
To heed them, fince their metamorphofis, 
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For, if thou mark, how (lately now they beare 
Their lofty heads ; how infolent they are ; 
How pitileffe to futers they become ; 
With what contempt poore men be rated from 
Their angry prefence ; what imperious Lords 
Their DoHorftiips are grown ; what haughty words 
They thunder forth ; what Aniichrijlian Hate 
They take upon them ; how extreame ingrate 
And inhumane they prove (ev'n unto thofe 
By whom, they from the dunghill firft arofe) 
Wer't well obferv'd how (Irangely they contemne 
Their ancient friends ; and twixt themfelves, & them, 
What diflances they fet ; or, to their kin 
How harfh and evill natur'd they have bin ; 
(Except to thofe, that having meanes to rife 
As well as they, their folly do defpife.) 

Wer't knowne, what felfe opinion they have got 
Of their owne worths ; how they themfelves befot 
With arrogance ; how peevifh, and unquiet 
They be in their attendance, and their diet ; 
In fmali or trifling matters how fevere ; 
In thofe which of the greated moment are, 
How carelefle grown : how envious of the grace 
Or gifts beflow'd on thofe, in meaner place. 

Were notice alfo taken, with what flraine 
Of pride and loftineffe, they entertaine 
Their brethren of the Clergv, when they are 
By any fummons called to appeare 
Before their LordJIiips \ with what Pope like phrafe 
They feek to terrific, and to amaze 
Their humble Suppliants ; with what balde conceits 
They vent their humors, that the crew which waits 
To claw and footh fuch follyes, may begin 
(In Head of fome applaufe) to fleere, and grin. 

How 
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How tartly they can chide, and raile, and play, 
And jefl on thofe, who but the other day 
Did equall them in tempr all dignities \ 
And are more worthy, though lefs high they rife. 

Were thefe things heeded, and fome paflages 
"Which name I could, as worthy note as thefe ; 
A man would hardly think, that thefe had beene 
Thofe Prtejis, who but a while before were feene 
So beggerly, and fo exposed to fcome ; 
But, that, they had (at lead) beene Prelates borne. 
None could have thought that thefe me had bin they 
Who lately did fo bitterly invey 
Againfl tlie pride Epifcopall ; and plained. 
To fee themfelves fo fleighted, and difdained 
Of their fuperiors : no man would have thought 
Thefe had bin poore mens children, who had nought 
To give them nurture ; or, that they, bereft 
Of all their friends, were to the panfh left. 
None would beleeve, almoil, that any fuch 
Should from fo little, rife to have fo much 
In fuch a Calling*, and fo worthleffe be 
In their condition : for, it feemes to me, 
They litde confcience make of that Pro/effioHy 
Whereby they have thofe glories in poffelTion : 
Since then (me thinks) fo far they would not fwerve 
From his pure word, whom they pretend to ferve. 

Oh I pray that God would make thofe watchmen fee 
What blots and errors in their courfes be. 
And that, by good example they may teach. 
What they by word, unto the people preach : 
For, by their adlions, many overthrow 
The growth of that, which they themfelves did fow. 
Or by their failing, or their falling from 
A Chriftian zeale ; make others cold become. 
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And, fome of thefe are thofe, of whom Chrijl fayes, 
Wejhould embrace their words^ but not their wayes. 

But, many a one will neither fay nor doe, 
What we may follow, or give heed vnto. 
Yea, we have now among us many a one, 
(That could have fpoken well) whofe voice is gone, 
By growing over fat with double Cures : 
And pampring up themfelves like Epicures, 

How many Do<5lors have we, who before 
They were advanced, from conditions poore. 
Were glad and willing twice each Sabbath day, 
To preach, and all the publike pray'rs to fay? 
Yea, without any (how of being weary, 
The Sacraments to give ; to wed, to bury. 
And, often in the week, thofe works to do. 
Which by their Calling they were bound unto ? 
Of thofe how many in thefe dayes are feene, 
That having to promotion raifed beene, 
Are well nigh filenc'd, now performing neither 
Of all thofe duties, for whole months together^ 

Of thefe, how many lately have I knowne, 
So proud, (or elfe perhaps fo lazy growne) 
To cafl upon their hirelings all Uiat care, 
And al that pains, which they themfelves fliould bear ? 
Vouchfafing not fo much as once a day, 
(Though they are j^rtitnt) publike prafrs to fay ; 
Or preach; or, of the duties to be done. 
To eafe their Curate^ in performing one ? 
But (fitting as meere flrangers, or as he 
Who thought fuch works, for him too meane to be) 
Take eafe and flate upon them ; more I wis, 
Then either needfull or befeeming is. 

Indeed (when they are any way engaged 
By publike lludies, weak, or fick, or aged) 
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Sometime to eafe themfelves, deferves no blame : 
But having no excufe, it is their fhame. 

How unbefeeming is it, to behold 
Our Do6lorSy who nor crazy are, nor old, 
Nor any way difabled, fave through floth, [both) 

Or through their pride (or elfe perchance through 
To leave that charge to fome inferior one, 
Which is too worthy, to be undergone 
By him that's worth'efl, in refpe<5l of all 
Thofe dignities, the world afford them (hall ^ 
Why (hould the adding of a new Degree^ 
Or larger meanes (which no additions be 
To their effentiall worth) make wife men feeme 
So highly praifed, in their owne efteeme. 
As to debafe that worke, for whofe meere fake, 
God's mercy them fo eminent did make ? 

For, if it were not fo, why do they more 
Negle<5l thofe duties now, then heretofore ? 
Why, in performing them, refpe<5l they fo 
The Htnes^ zx\^ perfons^ as we fee they do? 
At folemne fealls, or in thofe places where 
Mod honorable perfonages are, ' 

Why do they preach more often ? why baptize, 
And wed, and bury, where their living lies, 
The richer fort, and let the poore alone ; 
If what they do for confcience fake be done ? 

Alas ! preferment, and the being rich, 
Doth choak up vertues, and the mind bewitch. 
The daughter Heights the mother. For Devotion 
Brought forth by painfull travell, faire Promotion \ 
And To, 410 fooner is Preferment borne, 
But, proud fhe growes, and doth her Mother fcome. 
They who did much for little ; now poffeffmg 
A great abundance, do require the blelTing 
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With doing leffe in (lead of doing more ; 

And marre with pride, what paine did plant before. 

The greater favours we from God receive, 
The greater thankfulnefle we fhould conceive. 
Yea, when that he advanceth us mod high. 
We (hould expreffe the more humility; 
And think, that ev'n the meaneft circumilances 
Belonging to his holy Ordinances, 
Could not with reverence enough be done, 
When we have all our worthineffe put on. 

And, doubtlelTe, when to God moil high we raife 
Our hands, in ofiEring up his publike praife. 
The man (in my opinion) fitteth befl 
That work ; who feemes more worthy then the reft. 
And whofoever fhould that a<5l efchew, 
(Except juft caufe within himfelfe he knew) 
I know (how high foe're his place hath bin) 
His calling is difhonored therein : 
Or, if to be affiftant he doth (hun, 
When any prieftly work is to be done, 
Where he hath cure : for into others roomes. 
To make intrufion, no man it becomes. 

God grant thofe men humility, and care, 
Who otherwife, in this, affedled are ; 
And (how our clergie what uncomlinefTe 
Appeares in this. For, fome herein tranfgreflfe 
By other mens examples ; and indeed, 
Some other men, by want of taking heed 
Of what they doe ; who having weigh'd the fadl, 
Will never put the fame again in adt. 
Lord waken thefe ; and, humble thofe, I pray, • 
Whom pride, or vanity, have led aftray. 
And oh ! ye houfe of Levi, warning take ye ; 
Left God, for times to come, examples make ye. 

As 
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As he that ClergU^ your example made, 
Whofe monilrous pride, the age before you, had 
So great a fall Oh ! minde it, and be more 
Regardfull of your Charge then heretofore; 
I-,efl they that fpight the Churches dignities, 
(And of her Dowry feek to make a prize) 
For your ambitious pride, occafion take, 
On Gods Inheritance^ their prey to make. 
So will our CUrgie^ which is yet refpe<Sled, 
Be fconi*d, become as poore, and as neglefted, 
As in thofe Countries^ where their former pride 
Hath made their Calling to be vilifide. 

Oh ! leave, oh ! leave your haughtineffe betimes, 
Your avarice, your envy, and thofe crimes. 
That are obferv'd among you ; left for them 
God (hake the wall of our lerufalem. 
For, heav'n and earth for me (hall teftifie, 
That this my Mufe in nothing doth belye 
Your manners ; but that you are more then (lain'd, 
With ev'ry fault whereof I have complained. 
And as it was their Priejls and Prophets fm 
That brought the Deluge of thofe troubles in, 
"Which overwhelmed the lewijh Commonweak: 
So, if with us the Lord feverely deale. 
Your fmnes and errors will enlarge the rent. 
Through which the mortall arrow (hall be fent, 
That deepeft wounds. Oh ! God defend us f^om 
Such judgements ; or, if thou be pleas'd they come, 
Vpon our (infull bodies ftrike the blow \ 
And keepe us from a fpirituall overthrow. 

Excufe me worthy Frelats ; and all you 
Whom God with large preferments doth endue, 
And raife to honor, out of low degrees, 
Becaufe ingrafted in your hearts he fees 
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Such inward vertues, and fuch outward graces, 
As doe become your high and holy places ; 
Excufe me if in ought delivered here, 
Injurious to your worths I may appeare : 
For, not a I-»ine of thefe reproving flraines, 
To you or any one of you pertaines ; 
Nor need you care, if any (hall apply, 
Thefe tart reproofes, to blur your Callings by : 
Becaufe you know, that none are this way harmed, 
Who are by true and reall vertues armed. 
Becaufe you alfo know, that fome have (hamed 
Your places by fuch crimes as I have named. 
I know you will not frown e, though I did fay, 
That fome of Chrijb difciples would betray 
Their Mafter to his foes. Since this no more 
Redounds to your difgrace, then heretofore 
It did to his ApoJUes^ that he faid 
How he by one of them ftiould be betraid. 

None taxe you (hall, by meanes of this, but heady 
And hairebrain'd fooles, that are your foes already ; 
Nor would I for the world unloofe my tongue, 
To do the Vertuous, or your Calling wrong. 

Let no man gather hence, my Mufe envies 
The Ciergiey or the reverend Dignities 
To them pertaining ; or diflike to fee 
Great Prelates raifed up from low degree : 
For, them I honor mofl, who from a race 
Of meane efteeme, have gain'd an honored place. 
By true defert And (might I be as able 
As willing) I would make more honorable 
Their holy Callings : and for ever clofe 
Their greedy mouths, and bind the hands of thofe 
Who fpeak, or adl, what might infringe their due. 
Who in thofe places good examples (hew. 
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I know, among our Bijkops, there are fome, 
Who make their outward honors to become 
A meanes to keep Religion^ and their Callings 
From being vilified, and from falling 
Into contempt : of Stiles account they make not, 
For their owne glory : to themfelves they take not 
Their Lordly Attributes ; but to adorne 
Their Office ; and to keep the fame from fcome. 
Some fuch there are : and for the fakes of fuch 
It is, that yet our Ciergie hath fo much 
Of that efteeme which our forefathers left them ; 
And that thefe greedy times have not bereft them 
Of thofe endowments, which were granted here 
When Kings the Churches nurfmg Fathers were. 
From thefe reproofes, let fuch therefore be free ; 
And fall the blame on thofe that faulty be. 

But, as the Shepherds have deferv'd the ftrokes 
Of Gods difpleafure ; fo their wanton F/ocks 
The fame have merited ; and, blame there lyes 
On all conditions, and fraternities. 

I would not fpeake what might offend the Throne 
Of Jujtice ; or the King that fits thereon. 
From all taxation let him fcape as free 
As he is innocent ; yea let him be 
Vntouched : and, let ev'ry vertuous Peere^ 
Be free from all, that (hall be fpoken here : 
For, I will ayme at none, but whom it (hall 
Become an honeft Mufe to chide withall. 
In tliis, beleeve me Readers, For, I pray 
Forgive my bluntneflfe. And I dare to fay 
The Court is fraught with bribery, with hate, 
With envie, luft, ambition, and debate \ 
With fawnings, with fantafticke imitation. 
With (hamefull (loth, and bafe di(fimulation. 
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True Vertue^s almoft quite exiled thence, 
And vice with vice, for chiefe preheminence 
Maintaineth wars. The moll profufe Exceffe, 
And Avarice, one bofome oft pofTeffe : 
The greater part are of a Muihroorae breed, 
Spring up upon a fudden, without feed, 
Or plant, or graft; and, often, in one day, 
(Yea fometimes in a moment) fwept away. 
With lyes, they feeke their Soverai^e to delight ; 
And a<5l their impudences in his fight. 
They flay the people, and their flefh they teare 
Ev'n from the bones ; as doth a greedy Beare. 
They cannot brook the mention of their error ; 
They drive out of their raindes the day of terror. 
Deep pits, to hide their mifchiefes in, they make ; 
And think that God no heed of them will take. 
They live upon the Commons ; and yet grow 
More fat, then others in enclofures do 
And, that which followes their encreafmg pow'r. 
Is but to be devoured, or devoure. 

Their wealth confifts of Projeils : their efteeme 
Is that which they to one another feeme. 
Their Honors are bare Titles ; and, that (late 
Which they themfelves do fancy and create. 
Their Zeale is wilfulneffe. Their Faith is fuch 
As Reafon breeds ; and moil times, not fo much. 
Their Hope is fomething, but I know not what 
Their Charity is nothing ; or elfe that 
Which I Ihould call Sdf-love. Their length is in 
Opinion, and in ableneffe to fin. 
Their JVi/dome, and their Po/icy, (if we 
May guefle at things that undifcemed be) 
Is to refolve on nothing : fo the Poe 
Shall never compafle their defignes to know. 

Their 
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Their Coiirtefie (if men will be content 
To think it may confifl in Complement) 
Is wondrous great Their Valour is in oaths. 
Their greateft Glory doth depend on cloaths ; 
In which they are fo vaine, that ev'ry mome 
(Almoll) a new attire by fome is wome, 
Of fev'rall lluffes or falhions : and they drefTe 
Their bodies, with fuch tedious curioufneffe, 
And, fuch a multitude of hands there are 
To trim them (and their trappings to prepare) 
That halfe fo many, of good workmen, may 
Ere6l a houfe, e're they themfelves aray. 

Of Honejly they fcarce the name aflFord : 
For, fliould I terme one, there, an honefl Lord\ 
It might be thought as clowniih, fo to do. 
As it were falfe, perhaps, to call him fo. 

Gods holy Sabbaths^ mod among them, there, 
Obferve not much ; except it be to weare 
Their fined clothes. The Bu^neffeSy that may, 
And (hould be done upon fome other Day, 
Are then debated on, as frequently. 
As thofe affaires which by neceffity 
Are urg*d upon them. And, all forts of men 
(When they fliould ferve their God) are forced then 
To wait upon the world ; to whom God gave 
Sixe dayes ; for ev'ry one which he fliould have. 

Nor, thereby, many other mens unrefls 
Occafion they alone ; but, ev*n their beads 
Are then difquieted ; and cannot have 
That right, which both Gods LaweSy & Natures, gave< 
Sometime, they to remove, that Day, prepare ; 
Yea, then begun, fometimes, Removalls are ; 
And in the Courts more Carters, we may fee 
Employed that day, then through the Kingdome be. 

On 
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On Sundayes far more Coaches rumble thither, 

Then doe in fome three other dayes together .• 

And, feldome have they leifure for a Play^ 

Or Maske, except upon Gods Holy-day. 

I doe not think we are obliged to 

A lewijh Sdbbathy as great numbers do : 

But fure I am, from Piety we fwarve, 

Vnleffe a ChriJHan one we do obferve. 

And, though to them no fault it may appeare, 

Who on fuch Evenings do but only heare 

Or (for their honeil recreation) view 

The adlion of fome Enter lude^ or Sheuf ; 

Yet, needs it muil be knowne, to fome of thefe, 

That to prepare for fuch Performances^ 

To many perfons muil occafions be 

Of Sabbath-breaking in a high degree. 

In whom this fault mofl lyes, as yet, my Mufe 
Defcrieth not : but, fure I may excufe 
The King : and if but halfe fo forward were 
Thofe Clergy men that have his royall care, 
To caufe him fuch enormities to fee ; 
As they are thought in other things to be 
Which leffe concerne them ; he would foone forbid 
Thofe cuflomes ; and as Nehemiah did. 
More hallow'd make the Sabbath, Nay if none 
Of them whofe wifdome he dependeth on, 
In tjiis have mifmform'd him \ he will prove 
Our Nehemiah^ and this fault remove. 
When he hath warm'd his Throne : for we have hope 
That all our Breaches he e're long (hall (lop. 
But leaving him, Fie finifli the report 
Which fits the greater number in the Court, 

Religion they have fome, but many care not 
If there the ufe or mention of it were not : 
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Some others have divided it betweene 

Our gracious Soi^raigne^ and his royall Queene \ 

And, till in one Religion they agree, 

They (land refolv'd, that they will Neuters be. 

Oh / make betwixt them^ Lord, a bleffed Vnion, 

Andy us partakers of thy ^/<?/? Communion. 

Our Cities are as widted as the Court ; 
Of her tranfgreffions they come nothing fliort.- 
But, rather paffe them ; if a man might fay 
That Infinites admit exceeding may. 
And, London^ thou thy Sifters all haft paffed, 
In all th^ faults, whereby they have tranfgreffed : 
To thee alone, ray fpeech I therefore bend, 
And will in thine their follies reprehend. 

I know that thou haft many foules in thee 
Who truly zealous of God's glory be : 
Yea, thoufands that by prayers and repenting, 
Doe feeke thy peace, and labour the preventing 
Of thy perdition ; and, though they indure 
Scoflfs, taunts, and injuries, from thy impure 
And faithlelTe Children ; yea, though fuch as are 
Thy Ihame, and markt God*s heavie wrathe to beare, 
Contemne and malice thofc, and ufe their pow'r 
Thofe innocents to ruine and devoure : 
Yet, they are thofe who keep away God's wrath ; 
And for whofe fakes he fo long fpar*d thee hath. 
They make that pleafing Number, who reftraine 
Thofe flames of Sulphure, that confum'd the plaine 
Which now the Lake Afphaltis overflowes. 
And when ^from out of thee) God calls for thofe. 
Thou feele it (halt; and, not unlike become 
Thofe Afian Churches, which departed from 
Their ancient love ; and are the loathfome den 
Of Satyrs, Faries, and Beajls uncleane. 
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A place for Zim^ and lim \ a ne(l for Owles, 
Night Ravens, Vultures, and ill-boding Fowles. 
And, then, in ev'ry houfe (as heretofore, 
When popifli darknefle fpred this Kingdome o're) 
Men (hall be frighted with flrange dreadful noifes ; 
Deformed vifions, and hobgoblin voices. 

I know, Good-works in thee are to be found ; 
And that, above the reft, thou doll abound 
In pubHke Charities. I know thou haft 
All Cities^ in this Kingdome^ over-paft 
In plentifully preaching of God*s word ; 
And that thou bountifully doft afford 
Large voluntary penfions to that end. 
(Yea, fomewhat elfe in thee I might commend.) 

But if thou take a note of thy tranfgreffions ; ' 

If thou at thy Affifes, at thy SeffionSy 

Or, at thy other Courts, obferve, or heare, I 

How many horrid crimes dete6led are ; 

How many filthy and abhorred things, ^ 

God there difclofes, and to ludgement brings ; / 

And if thou think, withall, how many moe 
Committed are, which few do come to know. 
Or heedeft thou how few, and worthleffe, all 
Thofe works appeare which thou doft Vertucs call : 
What would they feeme, compared to thy fin? 
Or to thofe favours, which have heaped bin, 
By God upon thee ? Doth he owe thee ought, 
Or haft thou done him fervices for nought ? 

Oh ! L OND ON, hath he not advanced thee 
The Miftris and the Soveraigne to be 
Of all the Townesy and Cities of this lief 
Hath he not rais'd thee many a goodly pile ? 
Art not thou plac'd above, and they below ? 
Continuing blcfiings doth he not bewow ? 

And 
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And many priviledges, yet, deny'd 

To all the Burroughs of the Land befide? 

Behold, thou had the principallell TVadCy 
And all their Merchants are thy Chapmen made : 
Thou art the Royall Chamber of the King ; 
Whofe refidence doth wealth and honor bring 
To magnifie thy greatneffe : Kept in thee 
His Parliaments^ and Courts of luJHce be. 
Among the famoufl Cities under heaven, 
God hath to few a fituation given 
For pleafure, health, and profit, well united, 
Tomee compar'd. Yea, God did feeme delighted 
In thee to make his Dwelling (eVn among 
Thy Temples) by maintaining here fo long 
His Harbingers^ and Ledgers ^ to provide 
Fit manfions, for his Graces to refide. 

Thy God, to be thy Husband^ thou haft had ; 
And, wer't by him a fruitfull Mother made, 
So plentifull in Children ; that, they play 
Like fwarmes of Bees, about their hives in May. 

No place in Europe^ hath been fo fupply*d 
With foule and bodies food ; or, fortifi'd 
By Garrifons, Forts, Bulwarks, and munition. 
As thou art hitherto (by Gods tuition) 
Without fuch charge or trouble. And the day 
Will come, wherein, if any man fliall fay 
What peace thou hadft ; and, in what plenty here 
Thy Children lived (without want or feare) 
It will not be beleeved, that a Nation 
So bleft, could fuffer fuch an alteration. 
For, as (by Seas) from ev'ry other part 
Of Earths vaft circuit, thou enclofed art : 
So, from the fudden comming of invafions, 
And from the many troubles and occafions 
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Of Wars and wants, which in the world, we fee ; 
Divided, alfo, thefe doe feerae to be. 

Such is thy blefl condition ; and, although 
Thou had, about thee, of all things enough, 
That may thy pleafure, or thy need fuffice ; ^ 

Yet, all the dainties and the rarities. 
The World affords, are yearely hither fent, 
From ev'ry quarter, of Earth's Continent 

Oyles, wines, and fruits, that good & pleafant are, 
Swimme hither through the Straights of Gibraltar, 
Cold Norway^ (or the parts adjoyning) greets 
Thy River with materialls for thy Fleets. 
America doth oft renew thy (lore 
With Suger, drugs, with gold and filver Ore ; 
With Amdergreece, with woods that fweetly fmell ; 
And other things, that pleafe thy fancy well. 

Ormtis, with Pearle thy beauties doth adome. 
The Silkes of Perjia, in thy flreets are wome. 
From divers parts of Africa^ (and from 
Champs linage there) white Ivorie doth come ; 
And Apes and Feathers. China^ where they printed. 
And ufed Guns, ere we thofe Arts invented, 
(If Fryers be not lyers) doth impart 
The fruits of their Inventions, and their Art, 
To thy Inhabitants. Rare (lones of price. 
Sweet fmelling gummes, and odoriferous fpice, 
Are brought unto thee many thoufand miles ; 
EVn from the Eafleme Indies^ and their jles. 

This (hewes Gods bounty : and of his compaflion 
Thou lately hadft, (ev*n by thy prefervation, 
In thy great Plagues remove ; and by his pitty 
Vouchfafed otherwaies, unto thy City) 
Such evidence : that all men may confeffe 
He did refpedl thee, with much tendemeffe, 

What 
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What fhould t mention more, fmce, to recount 
Gods benefits would doubtlefly amount 
To many Volumes ? and fure none is able 
To number that which is innumerable ? 
This may fuffice (for this time) to exprefle 
His bounty, and thy great unthankfulnefie. 

For, what had thou returned him, for thefe, 
And all thofe bleflings, which his Love doth pleafe 
To ihowre upon thee ? What hafl thou repay'd 
For all the Charges which he hath defraid, 
(In fencing, planting, and manuring thee) 
That worthy, fuch a Husbandman may be ? 
Thou haft faire-feeming Grapes, I muft confeffe. 
But, they are fowre, and full of rottenneffe. 
Thou mak'ft great fliew of charitable works ; 
But, that hypocrifie within them lurks. 
Which marrs their acceptation. Thou haft built 
Some Churches ; yet, art tainted by the guilt 
Of Sacriledge : and, thofe thy gifts that cary 
The piouft (howes have fcarce been voluntary. 

Great numbers, in thy Hofpitalls are fed, 
And lodg'd, and cured : but, the men are dead 
Who founded them ; and few doe bring fupply 
To fuch good works, till they are fick, or dye. 
Thou entertaineft Preachers^ but they muft 
Speake plcafmg things ; or elfe away are thruft. 

Thou haft oi PaJbrSy fome who ftiewes do make 
Of fo much Confcience, that they will forfake 
Their Livings rather then it ftiall be faid 
Theyle wear a Surpleffe : yet, fome are afraid. 
That moft of thefe, doe cunningly conceale 
Much pride or avarice beneath their zeale, 
And that their fuffring of 2i/llencingy 
Doth much more liberty or profit bring, 

Then 
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Then two good Perf^nages : and that, thereby, 
Good meaning folke are brought to beggery. 

Thou hail redeem'd fome Captives ; but, it was 
With fparingneffe, and hardly brought to pafle. 
Thou planted Colonics ; but thou dod draine 
The nourilhment away, that fhould maintaine 
And fettle them. God grant fonu he not glad 
Toflye (for this) to them^ thatjhould have had 
More hilpefrom thee] and infarre Countries perijhy 
Becaufe thofe plants they did no better nourijh. 

Much know thy people ; but (alas) they do 
As if good life belonged not thereunto. 
Stri6l Gojpellers thou hafl, that can profefle 
Religion, with much formall holineffe : 
But they, like Zodoms apples, prove within 
As loathfome, as their outfides faire have bin. 
Yea, they (againfl their brethren) oft are found 
In hate and pois'nous malice to abound. 

Good Orders^ Lawes, and Cujlomes thou had many, 
But very feldome exercifed any. 
Except for private gaine ; or to acquire 
Some Vengeance^ which thou dod, perhaps defire. 
Thou had judicial Courts, wherein I (heeding 
Their Lawes) faw promifes of jud proceeding : 
But, marking well their Formes, they feemed, rather. 
Devices for thine Officers, to gather 
Rich fortunes by ; tlien to afford redreffe 
For thofe, whom their oppreffors doe opprefle. 

Thou had a Magijlracy, to maintaine 
The peace of honed men ; and, to redraine 
The rage of wickedncfle ; but, loe ; ev'n fome 
Of thofe are patrons of mif-rule become ; 
Didurbing quiet men, and thriving by 
Befriending fin ; clfe I have heard a lye. 

Yea, 
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Yea, fome are famed, to increafe their living, 

By cunuing rigour, mixed with comiiving : 

Deceiving honed people, by (Iridl Ihewes 

Of punifhing of thofe whom they excufe. 

For when by doing luflice they compell 

A wicked man beyond their bounds to dwell, 

(Some think) their griefe, and lofTe, it doth augment, 

As much as lofmg of a Tenement. 

Thou hail corre6lion-houfis \ but thou mended 
Not many, whom to chaden thou pretended : 
For thither they are oftener fent to eafe thee 
Of them, or of their pilfnngs, which difeafe thee ; 
Then out of Chridian purpofes, to force 
Such vagrant people to a better courfe : 
And, therefore, are thy Suburbs pedred now, 
With beggers ; yea, for that, fo large doth grow 
The number of thy vagrant Rogues and Cheaiersy 
That they begin to imitate their betters^ 
In Gcvemfftcnty and Method: and, are growne 
To have both Lawes, and Language^ of their owne. 

Thy Children yeeld fome good conformity 
To Rules, and Precepts of Morality : 
But mod obferve good orders, to enjoy 
Their own date fafe, and to prevent annoy 
That might betide themfelves ; much rather, then 
In true obedience unto God, or men. 

Within thy Corporation^ I likewife 
Have notice taken of Societies, 
Which beare a goodly diew of ordering 
Thy fev'rall Trades : and I in many a thing 
Theire ufe commend : yet, fome of them, to me 
Grofle Monopolies, doe appeare to be. 
Which do in fecret, with fome open fliewes 
Of Publike good, the publike weale abufe. 

Nor 
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Nor would it be amifle, if fome things were 

More free, which by their meanes rellrained are : 

Or if the State would better looke unto 

Thofe injuries, which many of them do. 

For when thefe BodUs politick oppreffe, 

Their pow'r doth make the wrong without redreffe. 

Their purfes, and continuance, may o'rebeare 

The rightfuirfl caufe (if fo they pleafed are) 

The friends, and oft, the very noife they'll make, 

(Becaufe a multitude) much hold doth take 

For their advantages ; although the caufe 

Be both againfl good Confcience, and the Lawes. 

Nay, fliould the Common-wealth her felfe, oppofe 
Thefe Corporations^ for fome wrong that flowes 
From their proceedings ; it would fcarce obtaine 
That poVr which could Xh^i^ petty-weales rellraine. 

For, having gaine or lofTe, accrewing by 
Their clainuy which doth concern the, far more nigh, 
Then that, oft feemes to touch thofe men, who iland 
To take the kingdomes gen'rall caufe in hand, 
It makes them to purfue it, more then they \ 
More Patrons to procure, more bribes to pay ; 
And, at the laft, to conquer, by that courfe. 
Which makes the better caufe to feeme the worfe. 

This brings to mind fome wrongs that I have had^ 
And what account of honeft fuits is made, 
If once a greedy foolifh multitude 
Vpon the right of any doth intrude. 
But, left by thinking on it, mixe I may 
My private harmes, with what I meant to fay 
For publike ends : here breathe I will a fpace, 
Vntill my prefent thoughts I can difplace. 
Forgive me^ Lord^ if 7 have guilty beene 
In this my worke^ of any private fpUene 

My 
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My Mufings hallow thou ; confirme thy love: 
Infufe me with thy Spirit from above^ 
With better things thmflejh and blood difcemes ; 
Injpire me with each Vertue which concernes 
The finijhing of what 7 undertake : 
Make profitable all that JfhaUfpeake: 
Andy to thy't^zxxi^ fome honor let it be, 
Although it fhould both fhame and ruine me. 



The feventh Canto. 



Firfly ^Himfelfe he fomewhat fpeakes : 
Then, of the Cities errors, makes 
A larger Scrowle ; and, therewithall 
Infer ts abufes generalL 

Hefhewes (by reafon of her fin) 
What mifery this Land is in ; 
What illfucceffe, and what difhonor, 
Js, for her follies, come upon her, 
Jnforraigne parts, and here at home : 
How fefifele^e, alfo,fh^s become: 
W/iatftifrall wayes againfi this Land, 
God hath oflateflretcht out his hand. 
And, how the blame for whafs amiffe. 
From one to th' other fhif ted is. 

By many Symptomes, he declares 
Howficke this Commonwealc appeares ; 
Difputes the late diflemper bred, 
Betwixt the Body and the Head : 
And layes tlie blame, where lye it fhould-, 

Yet, 
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Yety therein^ proves fioi ovet-ho/d. 

Then aymes he aifome imperfeHions 
In Burgeffes atid their £ledlions ; 
Andy briefly pointeth at tJie way 
By which our Cure effect we may, 

WHen I (whofe lawfully emboldned Mufe 
The faults and errors of her time purfues) 
Have by fome flips, or frailties of mine owne, 
Alaid that flame, w*^*» Gods good Sfrit hath blown ; 
Or when fuch heat within me, waxeth lefle 
By fainting, through a nat'rall wearinefle ; 
Or, by that willing, or conllrained paufe, 
Whereof my friends, or bufnefles, are caufe : 
At fuch a time, when I perufall make 
Of thefe beginnings ; and llridl notice take 
What here is dared ; I oft find, as then, 
Such feares in me, as move in other men. 
And, being flefli and blood, as fraile as they, 
I dagger in my bed approved way. 

E're I thus faire proceeded, I was tyr'd, 
Ev'n in this prefent worke (although infpu-'d 
With all that zeale thereto, which you may fee 
In fome fore-going Leaves^ expreft by mc) 
My heart was oft aflaiVd ; and I, almoil, 
My bed confirmed Refolutions lod. 
Yea, twice, at lead, fince I this Taske afliaid, 
It hath, by falfe fuggedions beene deiaid : 
And, many painfiill flrivings are within me, 
When from this Worke, Temptation fights to win me. 

Lord! (thinks my heart) fomtimes, what means my 
To make me in this defp'rate wife controule {Soule 
Thofe carelefle Times ? have I done well or no, 
With nefl^ of angry Wafpes to meddle fo ? 

Hath 
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Hath he, or wit, or common fenfe, that ilirs, 

A froward Beare ? or playes with telly Curs ? 

Will any think me capable of Reafon^ 

Thus bold to be at fuch a dangerous fcafon ? 

Nay, will not all account me mad to vent 

Such L{rus as thefe 1 adventuring to be flient, 

And be undone, perhaps, to no more end, 

Then that whereto my L^bor feemes to tend ^ 

Doe I conceive the Times, or Manners^ be 

Amended ought, by what is faid by me ? 

Am I, that have, my felfe, unwifely done, 

A fitting man^ to hurle this heavy (lone 

At other fmners ? what may many fay. 

But that in this I raile, or elfe doe play 

The widefle Furiel It hath brought me loffe, 

(Thinke I) already ; and will furely croffe 

The fetling thofe affaires of mine, which are 

Nigh rip'ned, with much paine, expencc, and care. 

And then the world, and my necelTities, 

Begin to tempt me, by such fallacies, 

That I halfe yeeld. How wilt thou live, or pay 

Where thou engaged art ? they feeme to fay. 

By what, or whence, thy wants wilt thou fupply, 

If thou for this imprifoned fhouldd lye. 

Divided from thy friends / or, on the bed 

Of fickneffe, fhouldft by God be vifited ? 

Nay, though thou nothing wan tefl; yet thou hafl 

So univerfally thy cenfure pafl. 

On all offenders, (and it will fo vexe 

In private, and fo openly perplex 

Great multitudes, fo many fev'rall wayes) 

That, it will make thee hated, all thy dayes. 

Where dofl thou live, or whither canft thou goe, 

But there thou art affured of a foe ? 

The 
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The CV/v, and the Courts thou hafl controld, 
With CommanSy and with Nobles thou art bold ; 
Vnconfcionable Lawyers here are checkt 
Thou doft fome faults of CUrgy-men detedl. 
With fo much evidence, that be thou fure 
Of all the mifchiefe which they can procure ; 
And that, not one of them thy friend will be 
W^ho from thofe imputations is not free. 

All they that are notorioufly, Tranfgreffors, 
All SchifmaiickSj and all our falfe ProfefTors 
Will bitterly oppofe thee. And no fpight 
Is like the malice of an Hypocrite, 
In briefe ^excepting thofe that are fmcere 
In life ana Dodlrine) no man will appeare 
As thy partakers : And what are thofe few 
To that great Army, which will thee purfue ? 

If this deje6l me not, another thought 
Is by another way upon me brought ; 
It whifpers to me, that thcfe Lines will wake 
Deira^Han ; and that (he revenge will take, 
For interrupting and reprouing Sinru^ 
That in fecurity would faine have bin. 
Nor, is that now unpradliz'd : For, there be 
A world of dogges already baiting me. 
HypocriHe, and Envy doe combine, 
With guilty Malice, how to undermine 
My good Repute^ (that by a dif-refpe6l 
Of me, my words may take the leffe effedl) 
They compalfe me about, they watch my wayes. 
And marke my fpeeches (as good David iayes) 
That if but fparkes of error, they can fee, 
They blow them may, till flames they feeme to be. 

L^t but a fooliih word, flip out among 
My common talkings, (for alas ! whofe tongue 

Doth 
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Doth never erre f) they flraight to cenfure take it, 

And, fuch a piece of wickednefle they make it ; 

That, (hould on them a judgement fo fevere 

From God be paft (or by the world) I feare 

It would fo heavy on their perfons come ; 

That they would think the fame a cruell doome, 

If they but fee me doe what they fuppofe 

May tend to folly, (though my Maker knowes 

The deed fufpetSed, is as far from fm. 

As that which I am befl employed in) 

They inftantly a rafh conclufion draw ; 

And fpeake their dreame, as well as what they faw. 

They fancy in their owne corrupted thought. 

What may at fuch a time, or place, be wrought, 

By evill minded folks : and, thereupon, 

Conclude the very feme by me was done. 

Then they relate it : and though nought were feenc 

Which might indeed a likelihood have beene 

Of fuch an aft ; they, by thcmfelves devife 

To fafhion out faire probabilities 

Of what they fpeake : and, by the Devils aid, 

Afts innocent, fometimes arc fo betra/d ; 

So mif-reported by the fpight of thofe 

Whofe wickednefle, perhaps, I did oppofe : 

Yea, blamelefle circumflances, otherwhile, 

Are fo millaken ; and do fo beguile 

With (hewes of proving and confirming, that 

Which was conceived by prejudicate 

And falle opinion ; that, it makes them bold. 

To think their fained flander may be told, 

With good beleefe : then to divulge about 

Their lyes (of me) they fearch companions out 

And as they are of fundiy minds who raife 

Such Scandals ; fo, they vent them div As wayes. 

S If 
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If of the forts they be, whofe open fm, 
Hath in my Poems reprehended bin ; 
Or fuch as they, who daily guilty be 
Of doing that, wherewith they (lander me ; 
Then, in defpight, or to extenuate 
Their owne offences ; thus of me they prate. 

This man (fey they) that ftrips and whips the times 
And doth fo thunder in his rayling rymes, 
(AgainR the faults of others) is no leflfe 
Ingulfed in the finck of wickedneffe 
Then he that's woril. His Dalilah hath he, 
And his beloved fmnes, as well as we. 
He fuch a place frequenteth ; he hath beene 
Met there, and there : him, we have daily feene 
With fuch or fuch a one. at fuch a feafon : 
Doe fo, and fo ; for which we know no reafon : 
Thus he is thought to be ; and thus to doe : 
Yea, fome of them will impudently to, 
Affirme they faw, what they but mifconceived ; 
If they doe find their flanders vnbeleeved. 
And when they fpeake fuch things, they neither care 
To whom, nor when, nor yet how falfe they are. 

If they be fuch who meerely out of fpight, 
Or envy, to difparage me, delight ; 
(As doe fome Poetajkrs) they forbeare 
To fpeake downeright (becaufe they doe not dare) 
And utter Parables, Tliey, knavilhly, 
Their falfhoods to fome Truths, doe clofely ty. 
To get beleefe. Things proper unto me. 
They mixe with attributes that cannot be 
To me apply'd, that fo they may evade. 
When qudlion of their purpofes is made. 
They fpeake but halfe tfieir matter out \ and leave 
The reft, for thofe that heare them to conceive 

What 
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What they (hall pleafe : biit, firil difclofe they will 
Enough to make their bed coniedlures ilL 
With words ironical], they doe revile me .• 
The Valiant Poet^ they in fcorne doe (lile me. 
The Ckronomajlix \ and when taxt they are 
That me they meant, their meanings they forfwear. 

When thefe applauded Wits^ have at the Pot 
Some Navic€y or fome new admirer got 
Of their Strong-lines (which wanned by the heat, 
Of Sack, or Claret, they, perhaps repeat) 
Twere worth your fight to fee how foone the fire 
Of Bacchus^ their large braine pans doth infpire, 
With mimmick flraines : And how ihty (huffle in 
Selfe praifes; and how grolTely they begin 
Occadions, that they may enthrall your eare 
With fome new-pita of theirs, which you fliall heare 
Perforce ; yet heare it with fo much adoe. 
That you mud thinke you have a fauour ta 

For with as many tedious circumftances 
As doth fome capring foole before he dances, 
(Or Singer, which mud tyred be with wooing, 
To doe what willingly, he would be doing) 
They doe begin to read, or to rehearfe 
Some fragments of their new created Verfe^ 
With fuch a Gefture, and in fuch a Tone^ 
As if Great Tamberlaine upon his Throne, 
Were utt'ring a majedicall Oration, 
To flrike his hearers dead with admiration. 
Which oft fo works upon their Auditory, 
That, to the great aduancement of their glory, 
They lade them with applaufes, and with drinke 
Till they themfelves, the Kings of Poets thinke. 

To which opinion, when once raised they be, 
Then (hdl the Drawer, or the Tapjler fee 

S 2 Their 
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Their nat'rall humor, which (if true fome lay) 
Is better worthy feeing, then a Play, 

Among the reft, 'tis odds, but e*re they goe, 
The Poets muft be fummon'd in a row 
To bide their drunken cenfure ; which doth (hame 
Thofe few they praife, much more then thofe they 
Among the reft^ it chanceth, fome By-JUinder (blame. 
By naming me their Catalogue doth flander. 
If then a man of fafhion he appeare, 
Who undertakes my name to mention there, 
JTu man (fay thefe) may paffe\ but^fuch as he 
(By us) no Poets are efteem^d to be, 
A haz the way of making pretty Rimes^ 
To fit the apprehenfion of the times ; 
And, him for that, the multitude doth favour : 
But, in his lines, there is hut little favour 
Of Reading, or Antiquity, Thus far 
They go, if they perceive their hearers are 
Indifferently affedled. And if they 
Do find them jealous of my fame, they'll fay, 
Moft fawningly, fometime thofe words of me 
(In way of praife) that I (hould blu(h to be 
Within their hearing. Yet, they'll interpofe 
Some jeftings, now and then ; or, in the clofe, 
Induce, by way of merriment, fome caufe 
To bring their good opinions to a paufe. 
Affirming, that though Drunkard I am none. 
Yet, I reputed am a wanton-one : 
By fome fuch way their fpleen they'll fatisfie. 
But, if no friend of mine appeareth by. 
So freely, then, they vomit all their gaU, 
That they fcarce make me any thing at alL 
And fome, who neither knew them well, nor me. 
Have thought me bafer then the bafeft be. 

Some 
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Some others, by their malice, thought I had 
Some worth in me, which them fo envious made ; 
And came to know me, and when me they knew. 
They told me this, which I have told to you. 

Some other, fhew at large, they wifli my (hame, 
But to their Libels will not fet their Namey 
For feare of danger. And though fuch can gaine 
No prudent man (at firil) to entertaine 
Their fatherleffe reports : yet, fure they are, 
The world hath Knaves and Fooles enow, to heare 
The falfeil tales ; and that, when far they go, 
The bed fufpedl, and oft beleeve them too. 

There be fome other, who (out of a light 
Vsdne humour) love to heare, and to recite 
Mens perfonall defedls (without intent 
Of doing right or wrong in what they vent) 
They fpeak at randome, whatfoe're is new, 
Not much regarding whether falfe or true ; 
And, do but ferve to beare the tale about. 
And blow the fire, which elfe would fmother out 

There is another brood of thefe Detra^orSy 
Who in traducing me, are common adlors : 
And they are fuch who cunningly conceale 
Their hate and envy with a holy zeale .• 
They, whofe Religion, and whofe honeflies 
Confifl in judging thofe infirmities 
That are in others. If thefe men efpy 
Some little Atomes in their brothers eye, 
They (Iraight as bufily do heave at them. 
As if the fmallefl were a mighty Beame. 
Their lying fuppofitions muft be took 
For verities ; or elfe they will not brook 
A word you fpeak : nay (if you do mifdoubt 
Their cenfures) from the Church they thrufl you out. 

S 3 They 
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They Charity pretend ; and, though they are 

Well pleafd when they have fomething to declare 

Which may difgrace another, they wUl feeme, 

To have his reputation in efleeme. 

As loth to fpeake ; they'le bring it round about ; 

And thus (or fome fuch way) divulge it out 

Now verily it grieves our very hearts^ 

The man whom God hath bleffed with fuch parts^ 

Should walke in fuch unfanctified wayes. 

And then, they white me over with fome prayfe 

To make the fpots the blacker which they meane 

To fpirt upon me, from their mouths undeane. 

And though thofe Tales they build their Cenfures on 

Were firfl received from fome fuch wicked one 

Whom they in other matters doe diflrufl, 

Yet is their criticifme fo unjufl, 

That in difgracing me, their words theyle take; 

And, alfo, of themfelves, conje6tures make 

To juilifie their fcandal ; that they may 

The furer be, their flaines on me to lay. 

Thus by the feeraing fandlity of thofe, 

My good intention (in thefe Poems) growes 

More fruflrate, then by all the rage of them, 

Who, with an open impudence contemne 

My bed Defignes. Thefe, ilrike me deeper than 

The wounds of twenty thoufand others can : 

Yea, by their meanes the worke that I have wrought 

(With fuch a minde, as that it might have brought 

More good repute, then many others get) 

Serves but to make me feeme a counterfeit : 

Yea, all my doings which are moil upright 

They judge as a<5tions of an Hypocrite^ 

Which is the worft of Sinners, And in this, 

If they have plac't their bitter doomes amiffe, 

What 
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What fmne is theirs? Or, when can greater wrongi 
Be done to any, live he nev'r fo long ? (know) 

Thou knowll oh ! God (for thou all hearts doll 
That though through frailty, oft aflray I goe ; 
And, otherwhile may tread that doubtful! path 
Of which the world a wrong opinion hath ; 
That neither I allow of any (inne 
Within my felfe, nor would continue in 
The fmallefl error, if I knew the lame. 
Thou knowll that what hath caus'd my greatell 
Among fome Cenfurers ; is that by which (blame 

I am indeed, become moll truly rich : 
And that it alfo maketh me reforme 
My wayes the better ; and thofe workes performe 
To which thou callell, with farre greater eafe. 
And I am likewife hopefull, thou wilt pleafe 
To bleffe my courfes. For, thou Lord hall knowne, 
(In that rough track, through which my feet have 
How griev'd I am, when I milled have been, (gone) 
Or in my a<5lions, if ought hath beene feene 
Offenfive unto others. Thou doll view 
My path, and with what mind I doe purfue 
The way I goe. Thou knowell Lord, that I 
Have oft rellrain'd the Chrillian liberty 
I might have tooke ; left many that are weake 
Might of my lawfull freedome, evill fpeake. 
Thou knoweft this, and I am certaine to 
That pleafes thee which in thy feare, I doe. 
By thefe, and fuch like mifchiefes which I fee 
This wicked world hath power to bring on me, 
I oft wax doubtfuU ; and fometime I Ihrinke 
Ev'n from thofe juft imployments, which I thinke 
God calls me to. And then I halfe delire 
I might into obfcurity retire 

S 4 From 
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From whence I came ; and be difcharged quite 
From this great warfare, wherein, yet, I fight. 
For, many heavy waights on me are thrown 
JBy thefe engagements (to the world unknown) 
Yea private combats there are fought in me, 
So many, and fo dangerous they be, 
That oft my Hopes are almoft driven from me, 
And dull Defpaire would furely overcome me, 
Were God not alwayes ready to defend me. 
And, as mine faileth, his own pow'r to lend me. 

But, when my felfe oVechaiged I do find ; 
\Vheny^^ and blood begin to (hrink behind ; 
And when I fee my Foes have muftred all 
Their force againil me : I Hart up, and call 
A better ayd then mine own Vertue gives me ; 
And, by his holy Spirit, God relieves me : 
He makes me (Irong, in each good undertaking ; 
And anfwers all the doubts my heart is making, 
In this, and all good purpofes, whereby 
I have been hopefuU him to glorifie. 
He warrants me I have no caufe to feare 
Thefe Lines the fiiiits of thoughts diftempred are, 
Though fome (hall judge them fuch ; fince he whofe 
Doth fpeake the words of fobemes and truth, (mouth 
May feero to thofe, who thought judicious are. 
As mad, as Paul^ to Pejius, did appeare. 
He hath affured me, I cannot run 
This honed way^ a courfe to be undone 
He doth perfwade me, that if I grow poore 
By doing well ; my wealth fliall be the more 
He fayes, that if his glory I have fought, 
(And for no wicked purpofe clofely wrought) 
I (hall no mifchiefe, nor difpleafure have ; 
Nor any lofle, by which I (hall not fave. 

He 
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He makes me certaine that my former paine, 
And this endeavor, fome effei^ Hiall gaine ; 
Although it compaffe not that reformation, 
Which I defire to fee in this our Nation. 
For though their prefent evills be not (laid 
From growing worfe, by that which I have faid ; 
It fhall to other times a warning give, 
And aggravate their faults who now do live ; 
If, having fuch a plaine Ret/umbrancer^ 
Their (called for) Repentance they defer. 
He bias me know, that though I am not Sainted^ 
So much, as of all fm to live untainted, 
Yet, to oppofe each Viuy as I am able, 
(In word and deed) it will be warrantable ; 
And, that to (Irike at Sin, t'wiU all become, 
Though Perfons may be touched but of fome. 

He tells me, that (although the world (hall pleafe 
To terme it nuling, when fuch Meffagts 
Are uttred forth) it cannot bring me (hame. 
To call groffe Sinners by their proper name ; 
And, that C^od bleffed Saints have done as much, 
Who did the follies of their ages touch. 

He wills me that on him I (hould depend ; 
And not didrud that while he me doth fend 
About his bufinelTe, he will fuffer mine 
To be unprofperous, or my foule to pine. 
Since unto him that for his glory drives, 
The promife of all needfuU things he gives. 
He (Irengthens me, and gives me fatisfadlion 
Againd sdl envie, malice, or detradlion : 
Sayes, that a guiltlelTe confcience needs not ciare 
How bitter or foule-mouthed others are : 
Perfwades me, that if my repute be needfull 
To honor him ; he will himfelfe be heedfull 

S5 To 
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To keepe it faire .• Elfe, glorifie his Name 
The more, perhaps, by bringing me to fhame. 
And, fo the Name of God I glorifie, 
1 pleafed am, though I have infamy. 
By thefe, and many other fuch like things 
Which God (I Irufl) to my remembrance brings, 
My fainting foule is cheered, when (he droupes ; 
Thefe, raife againe my courage when it iloupcs : 
And though illufions thefe appeare, to fome. 
Yet, to approve of them a time will come ; 
And, when that Day of tryall, on (hall draw, 
(Which I attend for, both with joy and awe) 
It Hiall be knowne, whofe heart was mod upright ; 
Or mine, or theirs, that in my harme delight : 
For, then their lujiice which a vaile yet weares. 
Will fhine like Pheebus when no Cloud appeares. 
Tliereof (jufl now) I have an earned given : 
Thefe Mujings drew it (for me) downe frd heaven .• 
I feele them warme my heart, and fetch againe 
My chilled blood, to run in ev'ry veine. 
They rouze my fpirits, and my drouping foule 
They fo revive, that now I could controll 
An hoad of Kings. For now (jud now) the glowing. 
Of their kind heat, I find more drongly growing : 
lud now I feele in me their operation. 
To urge me forward to the confummation 
Of what my former Canto's have begun : 
And God adiding, that diall now be done. 

To thee oh London, I dire<5led lad 
My jud reproofe ; And I will backward cad 
An eye on thee againe : For, off I brake 
My fpeech before ray mind I fully fpake. 
I have not vented yet, what I could fay 
Of many fmnes abounding at this day ; 

As 
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As thy iiitemp*rancy, and thy excefle 
In food and rayment, thy loofe drunkenneffe ; 
Thy multitudes of beggers, which encreafe 
For want of orders, in thy Times of peace. 
Thy Sloth, Lufl, Avarice, and all that rabble 
Of vices, and of things abominable 
Which in each corner of thy (Ireets appeare, 
As if they juflly tollerated were. 

I touche not thy corrupted Officers^ 
I have not mentioned thy Senators^ 
Nor have I Ihowne as yet what fcandall growcs 
To thee, and unto thine, by fome of thofe ; 
How partiall, nor how ignorant they be, 
How prejudicial! many times to thee, 
And to thy publike weale, for private gaine ; 
How cowardly thy cuftomes they maintaine ; 
How readily thy Freedomes they betray 
(If their promotions, it ought further may, 
Or fpare their purfes) This, I have not (howne, 
For, what belongs thereto, is better knowne 
To others then to me. Yet much hath beene 
Of them reported, and I much have feene 
Of their condition, which deferveth blame. 
Nor doe I greatly wonder at the fame ; 
But I, much rather marvell that in thee 
So many prudent Senators there be 3 
Since, very few of all thy double dozen 
For Courage, wit or honefly are chofen. 

Wealth makes an Alderman (however got) 
If he be pleafed to accept the Lot 
In hope to gaine his Fine^ thou wilt adventer 
To let the mod ignoble fellow enter 
That is but rich ; and worthy men forgoe, 
Who to thy Government, might honor doe. 

Thou 
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Thou feldoiue careft how he did become 
So rich, if he but harrow up the fum 
That makes him capable of fuch a place ; 
Nor heeded thou, a jot, how bafe he wa& 

No honed Occupation I contemne, 
Nor their profeffors ; but I honor theni, 
Though of the lowed order ; if I find 
They have not lod the vertues of the mind, 
In thofe meane Callings ; and, have fought as much 
In knowledge, as in mony, to be rich : 
Yea, thofe (when from poore fortunes they afcend, 
To wealth) to honor alfo I commend. 
But is it poflible, that man whofe minde 
To ferve his Mammon only, was enclin'd ; 
Or, is it pofTible, the man that had 
By birth and breeding, nothing but a trade 
To get experience by ; (and, that perchance 
Some handicraft, which furthers ignorance 
In ufefuU knowledge) or, that they who fcrape 
And fcratch together an unweildy heape 
Of needleife riches, by penurious fare ; 
By fparingnefle, in what they Ihould not fpare : 
Or, which is worfe, by cruelled extortion ; 
By robbing others of their lawfuU portion, 
By rapine, guile, and fuch impieties ; 
Is't poflible (I lay) when thefe men rife 
To weare thy skarlet-Robe, that they will be 
Or honor, or advantage unto thee / 
If thofe black MthiopSy if thofe Leopards^ change 
Their fpots, or colour, I (hall think it drange : 
If ever they regard what weights be throwne 
Vpon tliy back, fo they may eafe their owne : 
Or for thine honor dand (who have no fenfe 
Of anything, hyxifaving^ and expen/e) 

I 
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I (hall beleve that Wolves will tend our Sheep, 
And greedy Kites, young Chickens harmlefTe keep. 

I might have mention made of that report 
Which is divulged of thy Orphanes court : 
Of thofe perpetual! Jurors^ which for pay 
Attend judiciall trials day by day : 
Of thofe Ingrojfers who thy trades abufe ; 
And thofe who make thy Freedotnesy and thy Dues 
A dammage to thee : and of other fome, 
Who other wayes injurious are become, 
I might have (poke ; and would ; but that I heare 
They do already found in eVry eare. 

Truth is, the fpreading leprofie of fin, 
Into thy very wals have eaten in. 
And will not thence be fcraped out (I feare) 
As long as there be Rones or morter tliere. 
Thy Vineyard brings not forth wild grapes alone, 
In lieu of all thy Gk)d beflow'd thereon ; 
But, alfo, of it felfe prevents his curfe, 
And hath produced what is ten times worfe : 
Thomes, biyers, nettles, hemlock, and fuch weeds 
As choke all pleafant plants, and fruitfull feeds. 

No place, no perfon, calling, nor degree. 
Nor fex, nor age, is from corruption free. 
Within thy Chambers lodgeth Wantonneffe \ 
Vpon thy Boards is heaped all excefle : 
With vomitings they oft oVeflowed are ; 
And, from uncleanneiTes no Roome is cleare. 
Thy Hals are daily filled with a rable 
That (land and fweare about a Shove-goat table. 
Within^thy Parlours^ I can little fee, 
But vifiting of Mijlris-idle-be, 
Within thy Wardrobes^ Pride layes up her (lore \ 
Vpon thy Couches^ Sloth doth lye and fnore. 

Witliin 
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Within thy Pleading-Courts^ are fliamelcs railings, 
And, of upright proceeding, many failings. 
Thy Churches (be it fpoke without offence) 
Are full of rudeneffe and irreverence. 
Thou ufeft in thy SJwps falfe weights and lying ; 
Vnpitied at thy Dores^ the poore are crying. 
Within thy cloffets, mifchiefes are invented ; 
Thy Theaters are ufually frequented 
With perfons diffolute : difparag'd are 
Sometimes, the mod deferving a<5lions, there. 
There, fee you may, uncomely prefentations. 
And often heare unchriflian prophanations. 
Yea, ev'ry comer, evVy flreet, and path 
An overflow of fmne, and folly hath. 

Among thy Feajis, are furfettings uncleane, 
Vaine ciuiofities, and fongs obfcene. 
Thy Merry meetings the procurers be 
Of mod diforders that are found in thee : 
There, lawleffe games are ufed, there, are broched 
Vile (landers ; and, good men are there reproched. 
There, they that are not good, are oftmade worfe 
By lewd examples, or prophane difcourfe. 
And, few contentions have occafioned bin, 
But, at fuch meetings, they did firfl begin. 

Thy Aged-folk^ are froward avaritious, 
Selfe willed, and imprudently ambitious. 
The yonger-fort, are headflrong, rafli, and haughty. 
Thy children are forgetfull of their duty. 
The men imperioufly their power abufe, 
Andxounfell from their helpers doe refufe. 
Thy women^ too much dote on vaine attires. 
And are inconflant in their own defires. 
The Magijlrates doe bad examples give, 
And, as men borne but for themfelves they live. 

Of 
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Of perfons they retaine too much refpeft : 

Their places, for their credits, they affedl 

(Or for their gaine) but not for confcience fake. 

Inferior Officers^ doe alfo take 

llie felfe-fame courfes : and (in what they doe) 

Are partial!, cruell, and unfaithfull to. 

Few fmgle-perfons live in chaftity ; 
In Manage^ there is much difloyalty. 
Perpetual! fuites, and quarrels I doe fee 
Among thofe Neighbours, that fhould loving be : 
No malice is like that which I have knowne, 
Twixt Brothers, when diffention hath been fowne. 
Their practices, who friendfhip doe profefTe 
(In my opinion) promife nothing lelfe : 
For, all their formal! kindnelTe ofl is fpent 
In vifitings, and fruitleffe complement 
And all they feeke (for ought that I perceive) 
Is, how they one another may deceive 
In friendly Termes ; Or, how to doe as they 
Who a<5l the parts of friendlhip in a Play, 

Thy Richmen, doe Idolatry commit 
With Mammon^ and Gods benefits forget. 
Among the poore are many wicked things ; 
Impaciency, ungodly murmurings, 
Theft, fcolding fightings, curfings, talcing, lies ; 
And, though fiiey live by others charities. 
No people will purfue each other fo 
With malice and defpight as they will doe. 

At Doores and windowes, trumpets impudent 
Doe fit, and wanton geftures there invent 
To woo, by their alluring provocations, 
Vaine men to drinke their Cup of Fornications. 
Thy SuburbSy are the Coverts, and the den 
Wherein are (heltred many beafls uncleane, 

Thy 
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Thy TavemeSy are the places where mod foule 

And hainous things are done, without controule. 

There, drink they healths^ till health is drunk away ; 

And, nought afhamed are to let the day 

Be witnefle of their drunken vomitings, 

Brawles, reelings, ravings, and fuch bruti(h things ; 

Nay, to confume the day in drunkennefle, 

And all the night, is nothing now, unleffe 

The Hoboyes, Comets, Drum and Trumpet found 

To tell the neighbours how the healths go round. 

And when, according to their heathniih faihions, 

They offer up their devillifh Drink-oblations^ 

What do they better then Idolatries, 

And Feflivals to Bacchus folemnife ? 

In thee (befide thy proper faults) are found 
Thofe alfo which are common, and abound 
Throughout thy Kingdomes. And ev*n thou and they 
Have beene companions in one evill way. 
We all, as in one Teeme, have drawne on fin ; 
Gods promifes and threatnings mockt have bin ; 
The luft-mans righteoufneffe we have bely'd ; 
And, finners, in their fins, have ju(lifi*d. 
Of Good and Evilly we exchange the name ; 
And, that, which to remember, is our (hame, 
Or (hould with griefe repented be ; ev'n that 
We tell with laughter ; and make jeds thereat 
Gods ludgements work not on us ; we are fcourged ; 
And yet, unto amendment are not urged. 
We break the Sabbath-day es^ and we defpife 
The Churches powV, and her Solemnities. 
Her Holy-times to us are wearifome ; 
And in our hearts we wi(h the morrow come, 
That we might freely buy and fell againe. 
Thofe Meffengers we fooneil entertaine, 

That 
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That of flfong drink, and wine, do prophefie ; 
And, Truth is not fo welcome as a Lye, 

We footh our neighbours in their linfulneffe : 
And (that their fecrets, and their nakednefle 
We may difcover) we the wine beilow ; 
Then, work upon then to their overthrow. 
Vpon our lulls, the preciouft things we fpend ; 
And unto God tiie Lame and Blmd we fend. 
We rob him of his Tythes and his Oblations, 
Our publike FaflSy are publike prophanations : 
For ev'n our pra/rs, our fails, our almes, and all. 
Are oft for (how, and hypocriticall : 
And ufed more, our fafeties to provide> 
Then that our Maker may be glorified. 

Our hearts againll Gods Prophets hardned are ; 
And what they preach or threat, we little care. 
The Land, throughout, becaufe of Oihes doth mourn ; 
We dagger in our paths ; and to retumc 
To Mgypi ready feeme ; unlefTe God grant 
(At our firil longing) e^ry toy we want 
The blood of innocents hath fpilled been 
Vpon our skirts ; moil filthy things are feen 
Within our vefTels ; and, yet, fome of us 
Prefume to fay (ev'n to our brethren) thus ; 
Stand offjf(fr we mare holy are then ye. 
And, thefe like fmoak within Gods nodrils be : 
We ftumble at nooneday : and as the blind. 
We groap, uncertainly, the wall to find. 
With Death and Helly a bargaine we have made ; 
And, nothing for our hopes, but lies have had. 

If any Morall Verues do appeare ; 
With fome unfavorineffe they leaven'd are. 
If any do a kindnelTe to his brother, 
It is in policy to get another : 
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Or elfe, with fome upbraiding^ or vaine boafl, 

Whereby the comfort of the deed is loft. 

If ought be fpoken to anothers praife, 

It is fome profit to ourfelves to raife. 

If comfort to the grieued be pretended, 

The grieved party is as ill befriended 

As lob : For, what we doe is but for fafhion ; 

Without good meaning, wifdome, or compafTion. 

If we inftruft, we doe it but to fhow 

That we much more then other men doe know. 

If we our brethrens errors doe reprove ; 

It is not as it ought to be, in love : 

But, with fuch bittemeffe as plaine doth Ihew, 

We more the perfon, then the vice purfue. 

We cannot give an Almes, but we muH found 

A trumpet .- neither wall a rod of ground 

For publike ufe: nor fet a pane of glaffe 

In fome Church window, where it needlefTe was ; 

Nor trimme a pulpit, nor ere<5l a (lile ; 

Nor mend a foot path, though but halfe a mile ; 

Nor, by the highway fide, fet up a done 

To get a horfebacke ; but we fixe thereon 

Our Namesy or fomewhere leave upon record. 

What befa<^Qrs we have beene (good Lord) 

For fuch hypocrifies, and finnes as thefe 

On other places, doth Gods judgements feize ; 

For thefe, thy Pajlors oft have warned thee ; 

For thefe, they faid thou ihouldft afiiidled be : 

And, at this prefent, vengance is begun ; 

Though ignorant thou feeme of what is done. 

For thofe offences, God did now of late 
Make all thy faireft lodgings defolate. 
For them, the PeJHlence continues yet, 
And we with fcabs, and fores, and blaines are smit 

For 
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For them, thou of thy braveries unclothed, 
Wert in thy greatell forrow, left and loth'cL 
For them, a Famine lately did begin. 
For them, have goodly habitations bin 
Confum'd by fire. For this, the goods of fome 
A prey to Seas, and Pyrats are become. 
For them, thy tradings faile, that were enlaiged; 
And thou for fmgle gaine, art double charged. 
For them the Sword (that fuch a while hath hung 
Sheath'd up) is newly drawne, and will ere long 
Devoure thy fons and daughters, if there be 
No more Repentance then yet feemes in thee : 
Yea throughout all this Handy it will rage 
And lay it waft before another age. 

For not our Cities onely tainted are 
With fmnes contagion ; but ev'n ev'ry where 
This Land is fo difeaf 'd that many doubt 
(Before it mend) fome blood muft iffue out. 
There is not any Townefhip, Village, Borough, 
Or petty Hamlet, all this Kingdome through, 
But merits (in proportion) as much blame, 
As any City of the greateft fame. 
The fimple feeming Peafants of the Land, 
(Who for their Natnes do make ih^iv Jheepmarke ftad 
And have not fo much Clerkftiip, as to fpell) 
Can play the fubtile cheating knaves, as well 
As many cunning Sophijlers^ and cogge, 
And lie, and prate of Law and pettifogge 
As craftily (fometimes) as many a one 
Who divers yeares hath ftudied Littleton. 

Yea, they who never had the wit to leame 
Thofe knowledges which honejfy concerne ; 
Have witty craft enough to entertaine 
Or plot a bargaine for unlawfull gaine. 

They 
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They perfecute eacli other ; they envy 
Their neighbours welfare and profperity ; 
They drive each other from their tenements ; 
And are the caufes of inhauncing rents, 
By over-bidding for their (neighbours Land) 
Thofe Fines the Land lords purposed to demand ; 
Yet (land their Farmes already rackt fo high. 
That they have begger'd halfe their Tenantry. 
In divers townes they have decayed tillage ; 
Depopulated many a goodly vilk^e ; 
Yea, joyned field to field, till for the poore 
No place is yeelded, nor employment more : 
And, where were houfholds, lately, many a one, 
A Shepheard and his Dog, now dwell alone. 

To make of griping Vfuiy their trade, 
Among the Rich, no fcruple now is made 
In any place : for eVry Country Village, 
Hath now fome Vfury^ as well as Tillage. 
Yea, they that lending mod of all deteil. 
Though but for toUerated Intereft, 
Do natheleffe take thofe Annuities^ 
Which often prove the biting'ft Vfuries, 

By nature, Mony no encreafe doth bring .• 
Mod, therefore, think it a prodigeous thing 
That Mony put to lone, ftiould bring in gaine. 
Yet fome of thefe, by pradice do maintaine 
As monflrous ufuries, and nought at all 
Are touched in their confcience therewithalL 
In ufury of Cattell, or of Leafes, 
We may disburfe our mony for encreafes 
More biting far, then thofe he dares to take. 
Who by meere lending, doth advantage make. 

As Mony nat'rally produceth nought, 
So, by the Earth, fmall profit forth is brought 

Vntill 
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Vntill both cod and labour we beftow, 

For little, elfe, but thornes and weeds will grow. 

The Landlord, therefore, here I dare aver. 

To be no leffe a griping Vfurer 

Then is the Mony-majler, if he break 

The Rule of Chriflian Charity, and take 

More profit then his tenant can afford ; 

And fuch as thefe are hated of the Lord, 

Of Vfurersy there are fome other forts, 
Who keep no certaine place : but, both in Courts, 
In Cities, and in Country townes they dwell, 
And in the trick of griping they excelL 

There be of thefe, that Ufe for Silence take. 
Some others, an ufurious profit make 
Of their Authorities ; and do advance 
Their wealth, by giving others countenance. 
Their cariages, their neighbours fetch, and bring ; 
They have their feed-time and their harvefling, 
Difpatcht almoft for nothing : fuch as thefe, 
Are many of our Country Juftices. 

Some, by another engine profit catch : 
They mufl be prayed and payed for difpatch. 
Yea, Clarkesy and many other Officers^ 
Are greater, and more hateful! Vfurers, 
Then they that mod are hated for that crime ; 
Since thefe do often for a little time 
(Which they delay unjullly) take what may 
Of no meane fum, the annuall Interefl pay. 

Thefe men are cruelL And, yet worfe by far, 
Moil Treafurersy and their pay-maflers are. 
For, that which due unto us doth remaine, 
They do not only overlong detaine. 
But, oft, of ev'ry hundred, twenty take, 
£'re payment of our owne, to us, they make. 

They 
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They muft have Bribes, their wives muft have Ca- 

Or horfe, or Jewells; after which encroches (roches 

Their fervant alfo, for fome other dues 

(As they pretend) which if we doe refufe 

To pay unto them, twife as much we leefe. 

ITiis tricke inricheth alfo Rcferres 

In Chancery^ and in fome other Courts 

And this or makes, or marreth mod Reports. 

This, is that common Cheat, and meanes by 
Meane Officers, fo fpeedily grow rich, (which 

Although they give large Incomes, By this way 
Their wives doe on a fudden grow fo gay, 
That were but Kitchin maids few yeares before. 
Yea, many in the blood of Orphanes poore, 
Have dide their gownes in fcarlet by fuch courfes, 
And cloth'd, & fed therafelvcs, with widdowes curfes. 

But, thefe Dejiroyers^ make not fpoyle of all, 
For, full as many into ruine fall 
By complement, and foolifh emulating 
Their neighbours, otherwhile, by imitating 
The City Falhions. Yea, by thefe, and fome 
Such other wayes, are many men become 
So weake in their eflates ; that moil of thofe 
Who live in fafhion, and make handfome (howes 
Of being rich, would prove (I am afraid) 
Far worfe then nothing, if tneir debts were paid. 

This flioweth from our pride, or from exceffe ; 
And this is caufe of other wickednefle. 
But, in our Hand, one thing I have feene, 
Which (though it hath not much obferved beene 
To be a fault) will make a large addition 
To fill the meafure of this Lands tranfgreflion. 
And much I am afraid, that all in vaine 
I fhall of this impiety complaine. 

For, 
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For, Avarice^ who nought will give away, 
Whereon her griple fingers (he can lay, 
Pleads for it: yea, and Cuflome hath fo long 
Confirm'd it, that it is a lawfull wrong 
I doe not meane the Laities retaining 
Of Tithes^ or Lands unto the Church pertaining. 
For, though I would not build my houfe with ought, 
Which from the Sanfluary had beene caught, 
To gaine the world, yet, I may doe amilTe 
To judge of others Confciences in this. 
It is the barbarous uiage, wherewith we 
Doe entertaine thofe men that fhipwrackt be. 
Which here I meane : For, many people have 
Leffe mercy then the Tempeil, and the wave. 
That Veffdlj which the Rocks had pitty on. 
The cruelty of man doth feize upon \ 
And him that is oppreffed, quite bereaves 
Of what the quickfand undevoured leaves. 
When fome poore (hip upon the billowes tod. 
Is driven by a (lorm upon the Coad, 
With rudder loft, with tacklings rent and tome. 
With maine-maft fplit, and fore maft overborne ; 
And reeles and rowles, and takes in water fo 
That all the Mariners through feare forgoe 
Their crazie Charge^ fome fwimming to the (hoares 
On peeces of the decke, or broken oares. 
Some on an empty Cheft ; fome holding faft 
On fplinters of a Yard, or of a Maft ; 
Now riding on the waves ; ftraight (Inking downe ; 
Now hoping life, anon afraid to drowne ; 
Put off, and on ; yet laboring to attaine 
The Land, in hope more pitty there to gaine : 
In this poore plight, when they (with much adoe) 
A dryer Element have reacht unto, 
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And, wet and tyred (both on feet and hands) 
Come creeping, or elfe daggering on the fands .* 
The neighboring people (who in this are far 
More fialvage, then mod barbarous Nations are) 
In dead of bringing comfort and reliefe, 
Add new aiRidlions to their former griefe, 
By taking that fmall meanes which is referved 
To keep them living, when their life's preferved. 

For, thofe remaining fragments of their dore, 
Which God, fometimes, in pity fends afliore 
To help new cloath and feed them, till there come 
Some friends to aid them ; or fupplies from home ; 
Ev*n fpoile of thofe they make : and of the prey 
So greedy are ; that often when thefe may 
Mens lives preferve, they leave them to their chance, 
In hope their death, their profit will advance. 

And, if that bruifed Bark which they forfook 
(To fave their lives) upon fome Ouze hath drook, 
Or on fome dielve ; from whence, by timely aid, 
The goods to land may fafely be convaid. 
Or if (as chance it may) the Hull be faved. 
Yet thereof, is the Owner quite bereaved. 
For, by a brutidi Cujbme (which, I know, 
Nor Confcience, nor good Reafon doth allow) 
Some (ffficer who farmes the Royalties 
Within that place, doth make thereof a prize. 
Elfe, he that owns the Land whereon it fals. 
Doth feize it : and, his right, the fame he calls. 
Paul did a people, ev'n at Malta^ find, 
(Although a barb'rous Hand) far more kind 
Men wrackt, they comforted ; but we bereave them 
Of thofe remainders which the Sea doth leave them ; 
Except fome living thing abiding be 
Aboard the Ship. For, then the fame is free 
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From being prov'd a wrack (we fay) though that 
Which there furviveth, be fome Dog or Cat : 
A goodly matter, furely, whereupon 
Poore men (hould be relieved or undone. 

Some dwellers alfo, on thofe borders, where 
Such wofuU fights, too often viewed are, 
Rejoyce to fee them ; yea, fome people fay, 
That, for fuch mifchiefes, they both watch and pray ; 
With curfes banning them ; who fet up Lights^ 
To guide the Seaman in dark flormy nights. 
And (though they feek it with a devillifh mind) 
Gods-good^ they call, what on the (hore they find. 

Godsgifty indeed it is, which unto them 
Doth from the Seas, without an owner fwim : 
Yet, when the mailer of it (hall be knowne. 
Gads gift it is not ; but a bait that's throwne 
To catch the foules of thofe, who feek to raife 
Their fortunes on diftreffed mens decayes. 

No marvell, while fuch cruelties are found 
(Vpon the Coaft) the Sea o'reflows her bound. 
No marvell, fhe fo often, here and there. 
Doth from their fields fo many furlongs teare. 
No marvell (he, fometimes, their cattle drownes. 
And, fweeps away the riches of their townes : 
Or, of thofe people, otherwhile, devoures 
So many hou(holds, in a few (hort houres.- 
For, fince they grieved others, in diflreffe. 
The Sea to them, is juftly mercilelTe. 
Of many other things, complaine I could, 
Which though this Kingdome, I amiffe behold ; 
But (hould I now an Inventory make 
Of each abufe whereof I notice take 
In all profelfions ; fure, it would goe neare, 
To finde my Readers, reading for a yeare. 

T I 
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I feare, our gen'rall Body fareth fo, 
As, in their ficknefles they often do 
Who feele not their difeafe, when they are nigh 
(Without good help) upon the point to dye. 
They would not be diilurb'd ; but, vex and fret, 
At thofe who do prepare them wholfome meat, 
Or needful! Phyfick / and, perhaps, with me 
My Country^ alfo, will difpleafed be. 
But, for unjufl difpleafure, 'tis no matter ; 
As faithful friends (to fick men) will not flatter, 
Nor humor them ia any fuch difeafi\ 
No more will I be fearfull to difpleafe 
A fickly people, when I truly know, 
I do that work my confcience calls me to. 

I tell thee therefore, Britaine^ thou art fick ; 
Thy fms have made thee fo ; and thou art like 
To perilh in them, if thou phyfick take not, 
And, for thy fafety, good provifion make not. 
If thou nor feelefl, nor wilt credit give 
To what is fpoken : Mark thou, and beleeve 
The Symiomes of it For, they will declare 
So truly, how (at this time) thou dod fare. 
That they who are not reafonleffe, (hall fee 
And fay (in times to come) I loved thee. 

Behold, ev'n at this day, throughout the Land^ 
Mod Manufailories are at a (land ; 
And, of thofe EngiruSy fome maine whedes are broke, 
Though where they faulty be, finall heed be took. 

Thy Merchants^ by whofe trade great profit comes 
(And to the Kings Exchequer, royall fums) 
Thofe Mercuries, by whofe induflrious paine. 
Thou didll become the Miftreffe of the Maine, 
And art maintain'd with (hips, which are the walls, 
By which thy temp'rall greatne(re, (lands or falls. 

Ev'n 
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Ev'n they, begin to fink, for want of trade, 

And through thofe booties which of them are made. 

Their Ships without advantage are employed ; 

And if the Wars, or Time, had them deftroy'd 

Which are in being ; they have (to augment 

Or fill the number) no encouragement 

The prefent mu^er of thy (hipping, failes 
Of what it was, in many fcores of failes, 
Not long time fince : and, thy next neigh'bring nation 
Growes rich in thy decaying Navigation. 
Yea, fome fufpe<5t, that of our publike Trade 
(For private profit) fale to them is made. 

Indeed, mofl Officer Sy if fo they may 
Enlarge their profits for the prefent day ; 
Or gaine, or fave the King, but for a yeare, 
Some thoufands, do fuppofe they much endeare 
Their fervice to the State : when (*tis well known 
To us abroad) the gaine is mod their owne : 
And that, before two ages more be fpent, 
Tlie waies by which their incomes they augment, 
Will coil this Kingdome for each ounce of gold 
So got, a hundred, if their courfes hold. 

It is by them, the Prince becommeth poore. 
And (though they would be thought (forfooth) much 
Then all his other fubjedts, to maintaine (more 

The dues belonging to a Saveraigne) 
They rob him more, then all men elfe befide : 
They lofe him ten times more then they provide. 
They make him needy firft ; and then they grieve, 
And begger them, that (hould his wants relieve. 
The vulgar Citizens do much complaine 
For want of trade fufficient to maintaine 
Their families ; and, many, lately broken. 
Are of that poverty a certaine token. 

T 2 That 
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That famous, and that wealthy Merchandize, 
Which from our clothings, and our woolls arife 
Is much deca/d. For work, the poore man prayes : 
The Clothier hath not mony ; and he layes 
The blame upon the Merchant \ who doth fweare, 
His (hips and goods, fo often flayed are, 
And times fo giddy, and fo litde got 
(With fo much perill) that he dareth not 
To maJce adventures, as he erft hath done, 
And fo, to mine all is like to run. 
For, from their voyages fo oft have fome 
Been hindred (or have beene fo long from home 
In fruiteleffe fervices) that it hath brought 
Rich Owners^ and their Veffeh^ unto nought. 
Some others, alfo find it, to maintain e 
Their (hips, fo coflly, (without hope of gaine) 
That to repaire them they do (land in feare 
It may undo them, e're things bettered are ; 
That (might their men be fafe) they do proteft, 
They know not, if to fink, or fwim were bed. 

The winds and feas, that heretofore have borne us 
Good will ; have prov'd our foes, and rent & tome us. 
Our Mariners are like to mn away 
To ferve our foes, for want of work, and pay. 

Thofe places, and thofe portions, which belong 
To mens deferts ; and fhould to make them (Irong, 
And to encourage them, conferred be ; 
Are otherwife difpofd of : and we fee 
The mod deferving men are in difgraces ; 
Or elfe negledled j or elfe, in their places 
Impoverilhed (or elfe difheartned fo) 
That fome men will not ; and fome cannot do 
Their Country that good fervice which they might : 
And, if this, hold, we lofe our honor quite, 
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By thofe adventures, which are jull and free 
To ev'ry Nation, where good Patriots be, 
Thy fons, to fetch thee wealth, and honour home. 
Would prodigali of goods and lives become ; 
By private cod, augment the publike (lore, 
And by encresdTe of fhipping, guard thy (hore ; 
If they might freely feek, and keep that lot. 
Which by their coft and valour might be got. 
But, men that are of courage, and of worth, 
Difdaine their goods and lives to hazard forth, 
On fervile termes ; or, to be prey'd upon 
When they retume, by fome ignoble Drone : 
And, by this meanes, oh thou unhappy lUy 
Thy foes grow flrong. & thou grow'ft weak the while. 

I do protefl, I fee not that condition 
Of man, that hath a fortune in fruition, 
That is not perilfome ; but, he thafs borne 
The mifchiefes of this prefent life to fcorne. 
Nor from the higheft to the low'ft degree, 
Doth any man well pleafed feeme to be. 
The King complaines of want : his Servants fay. 
They (land ingag'd in more then they can pay : 
And they who in their perfon fervice do him. 
Want much of that which (hould oblige them to him. 
The charge of War^ dill more and more doth grow ; 
The Cuflomes faile as trading falleth low : 
There's new occafion ev'ry day of fpending, (ding. 
And much more borrowing, then good meanes of len- 
*Tis laid, fome royall Rents to fale were profei'd ; 
That Jewels of the Crowne to pawne were oflfer*d : 
That Church Revennues, for the prefent need, 
Sequedred are (to Hand a while in dead 
Of tempValties) And fome themfelves perfwade, 
That, they (hall now be lay polTefiTions made. 

T 3 But 
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God, with our Fleets, and Armies, doth not fo 
Go forth of late, as he did ufe to doe. 
But divers yeares together, as offended, 
Ifis arme againjl our forces hath extended. 

That hopefull Voyage^ which brave Rawleigh made, 
To profecute thofe golden hopes he had, 
Was overthrowne ; and, (to enlarge the coll) 
In him, we more in wit, then raony loft. 
For, to refijl uSy God himfelfe didjland : 
AndJHU againjl us, he extends his Juznd, 

Vpon Argeir we had a faire defigne, 
That much extracted from our filver Mine, 
But nothing profper'd, which was then projected, 
Nor was there ought, but loiTe and (liame effe6lcd ; 
For, God prefenfd our enemies from harme\ 
And, JHll, againjl us, Jlretcheth he his arme. 

When in Virginia we had nurfed long 
Our Colonies, and hoped they were ftrong, 
And, almoft able to fubfift alone : 
By naked people they were fet upon, 
And, fore endangered : For, on us for ill, 
God laid his hand', and layes it on usJHlL 

Auxiliary forces forth we fent ; 
(Or, voluntarily from us they went) 
To fettle on Bohemiahs fatall throne, 
Him, whom that Land had caft her choice upon. 
But, there our men were wafted .• and in fteed 
Of Jacobs Jlajfe, we proved Egypts-recd : 
For, God againjl our poix^rs his pow'r did Jet ; 
And, he his hand doth raije againjl us, yet. 

We made new Leavies, and marcht up the Rhine, 
To guard the Country of the Palatine ; 
But, all in vaine. For, nothing did we there. 
Except prolong the miferies of War, 
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God, would not that delivered they (hould be 
By people that fo wicked are as we. 
But, fcourged them and us, in bitter wife : 
AndJHli^ his heavy hand upon us lies. 

Then, muilred we Ambaff odors together ; 
We fent them oft, and almofl ev*ry whither ; 
But, by our Treaties we acquired nought : 
Nay, many diiadvantages they brought ; 
For, then, our foes for battle did prepare, 
When we of peace together treating were. 
Yea, God hath caufdthe harnu that they have done us \ 
AndyJiUly his hand lies heavily upon us. 

The fortune of the IVar we tride againe 
By Mansfield 'y which did likewife prove in vaine. 
To Denmark alfo we did fend fupplies, 
And there, moreover, fick and bleeding lies 
Our honor. And, y^tJlUl, againft our Land 
The Lord of Hofls hath Jiretched out his hand. 

Throughout the Eajlerne Indies where we had 
A wealthy and an honorable Trade, 
A petty Nation, doth now baffle, dare us, 
And, out of trading, hope e're long to weare us. 
Our glorious Fleet, that lately braved Cales^ 
Of her exploits affords not many tales. 
Another, and another too, iince then. 
Was put to fea, and driven home agen 
All fhaken and betatter'd. Some, the wind 
Sent back, and ftuflrate made what was defign'd. 
Some others, were by other lets delay'd, 
And, made to faile, in that which they aflail'd : 
For^ God with this our Nation was offended \ 
Andy yety his hand againjl us is extended. 

Another Navie, worthy greater note, 
Then all of thefe forenamed, now doth flote 
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Vpon the feas : and fuch a fame it beares, 

That all the neighb'ring kingdotnes it deters. 

For, Land and Sea it threatens : and we heare 

Before the lU of Ree, at rode they are, 

Where they of brave atchievements hopefull grow. 

I wifh, and I do pray it may be fo 

As they defire, if God be pleaf *d therein. 

But, much I feare, that we have guilty bin 

Of fomewhat unrepented yet, that will 

Make all our undertakings profper ill, 

Till we are humbled more. For, God hath laine 

His heavy hand upon us, long in vaine. 

And, though our hearts with foolifh hopes we fill, 

His Arme, againjl us, forth he Jlreiches JHU, 

Or elfe it could not be our forces great. 

So many times fhould fuffer a defeat. 

For when a leffer Fleet was fent to do 

A Mifchiefey it had powr enough thereta 

But let us take a little further heed. 
How ill our hopes in forraine parts fucceed. 
The French and Germane Churches, iji whofe care, 
And in whofe perfecutions we do (hare : 
Have been affidled in a grievous wife. 
And Hill a heavy burden on them lyes. 
Gods foes, and theirs, and ours, have craftily 
Combined in a (Irong confederacy. 
The tents of Edom, and the J/hmaHiteSy 
The feed of Agar, and the MoaMies^ 
With Afliur, and the fons of Lot confpire ; 
With Gehaly Amnion^ Amelek, and Tyre, 
Yea 6^^^ and Magog-, clofe and open foes, 
Ev'n all thofe Armies which Gods truth oppofe, 
(And by the Names, here mentioned, figur'd were) 
Confederated, and refolved are, 
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To prey upon us. Comey nmv come^ fay they, 
Lefs root their Nation^ and their Name away. 
And, if our God be filent over-long, 
Their ftxength encreafing, will encreafe the wrong 
His Church endures : our caufe will be oVethrowne, 
And, they will take Gods houfes for their owne. 

If yet, thou doll not feele thy fickly cafe, 
Nor in thefe forraine glaffes view thy face. 
Look home agen ; and I will (hew thee there 
Moe things, that worthy notice will appeare. 
There, thou (halt find diflrudtion in the State ; 
The Commons, and forae Nobles, at debate ; 
The Court it felfe diflurbed with difunions ; 
Some following others ; fome their owne opinions j 
Some driving, from their feats, their mates to thrufl; 
Few knowing in whofe friendlhip they may tru(L 

There fee thou (halt moil feeking the difgraces 
Of others ; and in all their fellowes places 
Men fo experienced, that they leave to do 
Thofe duties, they themfelves are call'd unto. 
There thou ftialt fee fuch foolilh imitations ; 
Such complements, fuch groffe diffimulations ; 
Such pra6Uces j fuch produdls, and devices ; 
Contriving of fuch fooli(h paradifes ; 
Such doing and undoing, what is done ; 
That, Twill be matter worthy mufing on. 

Thofe Offices, and thofe high feats of State, 
(Efteem'd moft honorable) are of late 
Become fo skitti(h ; or the men that get them. 
Such artleflfe riders, that they cannot fit them. 
When liv*d, at once, fo many, who did cary, 
(And left difgrac'd) the ftiles of Secretary, 
Of Chamberlaine, Chief luftke, Treafurer, 
Of Lord high Keeper, and Lord Chancellert 

Of 
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Of tfaefe, and other tides, when was feene 
Such chopping and fach changing, as hath beene 
In later yeares ? fure, fomething is amifle, 
That fudi uncertain^ among us is. 

Thofe perTnages, whofe words were heretofore 
As Grades ; are credited no more 
Then Cheaters are. Their hand & feale doth ftand 
For nothing, if no other come in hand 
So void are fome advanced to high place, 
Of common underilanding, and oi grace, 
That neither (hame, nor lofle, which doth befall 
To other men, can move them ought at alL 
But, as men inarkt for Vengeance, or elfe fent 
For thy diihonor, and thy puniihment. 
They dare proceed to pradlice ev'ry (in 
For which their predeceflbrs fhent have bin. 
Nay, fome who for corruption were remoVd 
To give thofe place, might well have been approv'd 
Refpedling them ; if all the peoples cries. 
From jull occafion may be thought to rife. 
Yea, they have jullifi'd, and honor done them. 
Who went before, in having oveigone them 
In doing wrongs. And, in thofe wrongs they do, 
They are fo pra6lifed, and hardned to, 
That no examples, or faire warning (hall 
Take place ('tis thought) till they have ruin'd all. 

Some Offius are growne fo over large 
For thofe who undertake them, to difcharge, 
Elfe, they that have them, fo unable are, 
Or of their duties have fo litde care, 
That fuitors poore have many times attended 
Whole months together, e're they were befriended, 
So much, to have their humble fuits perufed. 
Yet, thefe, as if they had not elfe abufed 
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The Common-wealth enough do often add 
To thofe employments which before they had, 
New Offices ; and take fo much upon 
Their feeble Hioulders, that no good is done. 

If thou obfervefl mens communication, 
Thou heare it Ihalt fo full of defperation, 
As if they feared God had us forfaken, 
And, to fome other place himfelfe betaken. 
But, thou, indeed, his Covenant hail broke ; 
His word diflrufled ; his Commands forfook ; 
And aid from Egypt^ and from AJhur fought, 
Whofe truilleffe friendfliip will availe thee nought. 
Nay, forae there be, that in thefe days of evill, 
Advife to make atonements with the DevilL 
For they doe little better who would call 
The Turke^ to helpe maintaine the Churches wall. 
Yea, they who make that Foe our ayd become. 
Do fave a houfe, by firing Chrijiendofne, 

The Land appeares as if it ripening were 
For Defolation : and ev'n everywhere 
Moft men are growne fo prodigally vaine ; 
So greedily puifue they prefent gaine ; 
And from this pleafant Kingdome have fo rent 
Her woods, her groves, and ev'ry ornament, 
(Without all care of planting or renewing 
For their Pojlerities in times enfuing) 
As if they either thought, or did forefee. 
That when they dy*d, the world would ended be, 
Or that before the following generations. 
This Land (hould be poffeil by other Nations, 

We have not pow'r their counfell to receive, 
Who for our fafeties bed advifement give .• 
For, in themfelves, fuch bafeneffe moft retain e. 
That all are thought to ayrae at private gaine. 

And 
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And doubtlelTe we have many Mminfebanks^ 

Who arrogate the profit and the thanks 

Of others labours ; or elfe feek to crofle 

Their good defignes, to their difgrace and lofle. 

Yea, fuch extreame corruptions ev'rywhere 

In men of ev'iy quality appeare, 

That whatfoever reafons may be rendred. 

To prove that by fome courfes which are tendred, 

(To be proceeded in) the common peace 

Or profit might in future times encreafe, 

And be advanced, a million by the yeare : 

Yet, if but any private perfons feare 

It may fome incomes from their chefls withdraw^ 

For which they neither Confcience have nor law : 

Thefe men (if they attempt it, and be able 

To give a bribe that may be valuable 

In any meafure) quite (hall overthrow 

That good defignment : and not onely fo, 

But thefe and diey that were their inflruments 

Shall purchafe him who that defign invents, 

(For his reward) both infamy and hate : 

And make themfelves appeare unto the State 

Good Patriots ', who being lifted well) 

Are fcarce fo honed men as go to helL 

Rapt by a fp'rituall Vifion, I have feene 
The thin and crafie wall, that (lands betweene 
Our fight, and their concealed practices. 
Who have the place of Elders in thefe dayes : 
And fpying there a hole, I digg'd into 
Their fecrefies j to fee what works they doe. 
Where (not without God's warrant and his ayd) 
Mod foule abominations I furvaid. 

I faw their Chambers of Imagery, 
And all thofe Objects of Idolatry 
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To which they bow, upon the wals depainted : 
I faw thofe toyes adored and befainted : 
I faw what iliange devotions there they ufe ; 
How they in private do the world abufe ; 
And from their Cenfers feemed to arife 
A cloud which dimm'd the Sacrificers eyes. 

There (oh! good God) how many did I fee 
Who zealous Prelats do appeare to be ? 
How many Statefmeny and how many a one 
That our high feats of Judgements fits upon ? 
How many who right honed men appeare ? 
In outward fhow ? how many drawing neere 
Vnto their graves ? how many learned men ? 
How many, that will floutly now and then 
Maintaine an honefl caufe, to fome good end, 
(For ought we know) when they no good intend ? 
How many ill-difpofed men (oh ! God) 
Who otherwife affedled feeme abroad, 
Beheld I there in fecret proflituting 
Themfelves to breathleffe Idohy and imputing 
Great pow'r unto them ? and how bafe are thofe 
Sometime in private, who make goodly (howes 
Of noblefl thoughts ? Some, to the rifing-Sun 
DiredUy kneele j fome fix their eyes upon 
The Moane^ which from his beams receives her light. 
Some, ftand devoted to the works oi Night \ 
Some, deifie their PridCy and fome their Lujl : 
In camall Policy ^ fome put their truil : 
Some (as a Goddeffe) Vengeance do emplore : 
Vnrighteous Mammon^ otherfome adore : 
With worldly Honor ^ fome idolatrize ; 
Some other, to their Nets do fecrifife : 
To Plea/ure, many offer their eflates ; 
Himfelfe to Envy^ one man dedicates : 
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Another makes Vainglories altars fume, 

Till all his patrimony he confume : 

A third, to Sloth and Idleneffe doth bow : 

Before Excejffe, a fourth doth fall as low : 

Yea Horfes^ Dogs ,and Hauks \ ev*n Beaftsa nd Fowles, 

Are Idols of their love. Nor hath their foules 

Idolatriz'd with brutifh things alone, 

But ev'n with Gold, and Silver, Wood, and Stone. 

Nor have they only of fuch things as thefe, 

(That reall be) fet up vaine images 

Within their hearts ; but, they goe further, far. 

And worfhip Fiflions^ which the likeneiTe are 

Of nought in heav'n, earth, fea, or in the waters 

Below the earth; but m^eit faniajlicke matters. 

And, that by fuch like Gods^ as are their Treafurty 
Their Honor ^ their Preferment^ and their Fleafure^ 
They may be happy made j what things I pray, 
To (hew their zeale (fuppofe you) offer they ? 
Ev'n thofe, refpedting which, thefe gods are vile. 
For, they do give unto them, otherwhile, 
Their naturall reft and deep, fometime their health : 
Sometime what's due to God they take by ftealth, 
To wafte upon their Mawmets \ and of tliefe, 
One offred is, another to appeafe. 
Their beautious daughters fome of them have given 
To Moloch : other fome their wives have driven 
To pafle the fire : great numbers make oblations 
Of all their friends, to thofe abominations. 
To ferve them, fome their Country fet to fale ; 
Her love, her wealth, her honor, peace, and all 
Yea fome, ev'n their owne lives to loffe expofe, 
(Their confciences, and foules) for love of tiiofe ; 
And (left unto a reprobated fenfe) 
With Gods and Natures lawes they can difpence. 
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Of thefe, a Vifion did appeare to me .• 
Judge Readers^ whether true or falfe it be. 
If no fuch doings be, my words contemne, 
And let this Vtficm paffe but for a Dreame, 
If really thou find it to be fo, 
Then, think oh ! BritairUy what thou hall to do. 

But, thinke it ferioufly : for, things that are 
In fouled plight, will often faire appeare. 
Beleeve not ail that fhall reported be ; 
But, prove and fearch ; and trufl what thou doll fee. 
The Land is over-fpred with wickedneffe \ 
Yet, no man will himfelfe in fault confeffe. 
Men daily talke how bad the times are growne, 
Yet, few men fee an error of their owne. 
The Country is diftrelTed many wayes. 
And on the Cities pride, the blame it layes. 
The City finds her trading falleth fhort, 
And thinks the caufe thereof is in the Court, 
The Court complaines, and railes as much agen, 
Againll the Farmer, and the Citizen. 
Our Parliaments imputed have of late, 
Our troubles to fome errors in the State, 
The State oflfended is, and difcontent 
With fome proceedings in the Parliament 
Our Court Divines, protefl the Lawyers Hand 
So much upon the Cujbmes of the Land, 
(The Lawes and ancient Freedomes, which belong 
Vnto the Commons) that, the King they wrong. 
The People vow, the Prelats flatter fo 
To get preferment, that they will undo 
Both Church and Cofnmon-wealth ; & fome conceive, 
If we their State-Divinity beleeve, 
It will of ev*ry priviledge bereave us, 
And no more Law, but Will and Pleafure leave us. 

And, 
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And, as the leives^ to fave their Place^ and Name^ 
Did that, which loffe of both of them became ; 
So, thought it is, that if our Prdats fall, 
The way, they feek to fland, effe<Sl it (hall. 

The followers of Arminius fome revile. 
As troublers of the Churches of this lie. 
Some think the doubts & queflions they have moved 
Shal make the Truth more known, & more approved. 

The Papijl fayes, that we affli<5led are, 
Becaufe their fuperflitions banifht were. 
Some Protejiants beleeve we fare the worfe 
For fav'ring them ; and that they bring a curfe 
Vpon the Land. Some others, do accufe 
The Separatifhy and thofe men who refufe 
Vnto this Churches orders to conforme. 
They, on the other fide, as much do florme 
Againfl our Difcipline and Hierarchy^ 
As parts of Antichriflian-herefie. 
And though we all are nought ; yet, we do all 
Each other cenfure, perfecute, mifcall. 
And fo condemne ; as if we had no fuch 
Infirmities, as we in others touch. 

But, as her vertue may be ne're the more, 
Who firfl, in fcoulding, calls her neighbour whore. 
So, he that foonefl check ahufes can, 
(At all times) proveth not the holiefl man. 
Ev*n I, that in whole Volumes, do complaine 
Againfl thofe faults, which in my times do raigne ; 
May be a Villane^ when all that is done, 
If other fignes of goodneffe I have none. 

But, why fpeak I of Symptomes, when all fee 
Thy Sickneffey to be evident on thee ? 
Thou hail a fearfull trembling at thy heart. 
And, a quotidian Fever (hakes each part 

Thine 
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Thine eyes do fee thy flefh doth fall away ; 
The lovely colour of thy cheeks decay. 
Thy veines grow empty, which did lately (well; 
Thofe parts are naked, that were clothed well : 
Thofe limbs are weakned, that e'rewhile were (Irong ; 
And into gronings thou hafl changed thy Song. 
Yea, thou maifl feele (unleffe that fenfe be dead) 
A paine betweene thy Bodyy and thy Head. 

The Staves of Gody of which we read it fpoken 
By Zachary ; are bruized, if not broken. 
The Staflfe of Bands (or Vnion) hath fome cracks : 
And, that of Beautie now fo little lacks 
Of being (hiver'd ; that, thou art almofl 
The fcome of Chrijkndome : and hail nigh loft 
Thy former glory. Neither art thou foly 
Defpifed and diflionor'd, by thy folly ; 
But in thofe mifchiefes which thy fins procure, 
Thy Prince a diladvantage doth endure. 
His vertues are repulfed from that height 
Of honour, whereunto afcend they might, 
Wert thou leffe wicked. He, whom as our eyes 
We feemed (as but yefterday) to prize ; 
He, for whofe abfence we fo much complained, 
And wept, and pray'd, and vow'd, whilft he remained 
Divided from us : and at whofe returne 
We did fo vs^ny piles to afties bume : 
£v*n he, hath not received that content 
From us, which he expedled, and we meant. 

Some fpirit of Diffention loofd hath bin ; 
Some fparks of Difcord have beene hurled in, 
And blowne among us ; fo that he and wee 
Not fo well pleafed in each other be 
As both defire. And (hould this flame encreafe, 
God knowes how much it would offend oui peace. 

Thy 
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Thy Body^ England^ reprefcntative, 
Vnable was prevention to contrive 
For fuch a mifchiefe ; neither dare men lay 
(Although they could) on whom the blame to lay. 
Some, doe accufe the Parliament ; fome blame 
Another Fadlion ; and, I doubtfull am, 
Some raflily taxe the ^ing : but, to provide 
A fudge, by whom fuch parties may be tride, 
Who knowes (I pray ?) or what is he that can 
Such points as thefe, without reproving, fcan f 
Nay, where is he, from fadlion or from feare 
So free, that (though he knew it needful! were) 
He dares prefume in any publike wife. 
So much as mention fuch Siatc-myJUries f 

Yet, fure, they mufl be mention'd ; and they may, 
By thofe who know good Reafon, and the Way 
Of fo unfolding them, that no offence 
Be given \ whatfoeVe be taken thence. 
And therefore, though fuch men who cannot fee 
What calling at this prefent warrants me, 
Or, by whaX/pirit I am urged to 
Thofe adlions which I undertake to do ; 
Though fuch conjedhire may, that I prefume 
Too far, and on my felfe too much affume, 
(Beyond my place) yet, in my felfe fecure, 
I'le put my felfe their cenfure to endure ; 
And all that perill, which thefe coward times 
Suppofe may follow my truth-fpeaking Rimes. 
Dire6l thoufOy oh God! my hand by thine^ 
That I in this may draw an eaven Line. 
For, no advice from car nail wits I crave: 
Nor any Counfellor, but thee, to have. 

My Prince and Country^ though, perhaps I be 
Not much tp them ; are both mofl deare to me. 

And 



452 



Cant. J. Remembrancer. 226 

And may I periih, if to fave my life 

I would betwixt that couple nourilh flrife. 

Or if for one of them I that would fay, 

Which might from tothers due take ought away. 

If God dire6l me not, I may do ill 

In this performance ; but, I know, to will 

And to defire their welfare, is from heaven 

(Ev'n by his grace) to me already given. 

I may perchance in what I befl intend, 

Have neither King nor People to my friend ; 

Yet will I fpeake my mind to profit them, 

Though both fhould, for my labour me condemne. 

For, from all other ends and hopes Tme free. 

Save thofe, which in an honeil man (hould be. 

If that which profits either I propofe, 

They both Ihall gaine, and neither party lofe, 

But, if that harme fhall by my words be done, 

rie weigh them fo, it (hall be mine alone. 

My cenfure I will give in things, which none 

Have dar'd to paffe a publike ludgement on. 

Comty marke me^ you who thinke I now begin 

To tread a path which I Jhall Jlumble in: 

And^ ifyoiifee, whatjuJfUy you may check ; 

Trip up my heeies, and make me breake my necke. 

Although we heed not, or elfe will not fee, 
Thofe Maladies which daily growing be ; 
I find (and I do much compaflionate 
What I behold) a rupture in the State^ 
Of this great Body. Lamed are the Feet ; 
The Legs that fhould fupport her, fcarcely meet, 
For that great flru6hire which upon them Hands, 
The finews are enfeebled, and, the Hands 
Vnfit for adlion, deafned are her Eares^ 
And what concernes her mod, Ihe hardly heares. 

Her 
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Her Eyes (which are her watchmen) are become 
Halfe blind ; her Tongue is almofl waxen dumb : 
It cannot fpeak the truth for her owne wealth : 
Her Nofe, that fhould diftinguifli, for her health, 
Twixt things that wholfome, and unwholfome were, 
Hath loft that faculty : her Fulfes are 
Vncertaine .• her Digejlion is not good ; 
And, that hath filled her with tainted Blood: 
Her Judgement^ and her Common-fenfe fo failes, 
That fhe her felfe perceives not what (he ayles .• 
Her Spleene is ftopt ; and, thofe obftrudlions make 
Bad fumings, which have cauf 'd her Head to ake. 
And He (alas) is bound about the Crowtu 
With cares, that make him bow his forehead downe. 

Thou art this Body^ England \ and thy Head 
Is our dread Sotf'raigne. The diftemper bred 
Betwixt you two, from one of you doth flow ; 
And which it is, I purpofe here to (how. 
Be bold to heare me Readers \ for, in feafon 
I fpeake; and here's noifellony, nor treafon. 
In this that followes ; to have pow'r or aime 
To touch the Lords Anointed, I difclaime. 
I have no warrant ; neither know I ought, 
To reprehend him for, although I mought. 
And, they of my uprightnefle judge amifle, 
Who think I flatter, in aflirming this. 
For as my Princes faults I may not blaze ; 
So, I am alfo bound (as there is caufe) 
To juftifie what vertues I do heare 
To be in him ; or, fee in him appeare. 

The gen'rall faults of others, mine owne eyes 
Have feene ; and that's enough to warrantize 
A generall reproofe : but, never, yet, 
In him beheld I, what did unbefit 
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His perfon or his place : much have I feene, 
Thatj rather, hath an honor to him beene. 
And, whatfoe're (hall mutter'd be of fome, 
There reignes not any King in Chrijiendome^ 
Of whom there was divulg'd a better fame \ 
Or, whom a royall Throne fo well became. 

And, what is lately done, to blot the (lory 
Of his defert ? or to deface his glory ? 
Or wherewithal! can any tongue traduce 
His adlions, which admitteth not excufe? 
What if his people have expe<fled more 
(From hopes, by them conceived heretofore) 
Then yet fucceeds ? what can from thence redound 
To prove his Vertues or his wayes unfound ? 
Why may not this effedl arife from them 
That fo fufpect, much rather then from him ? 
As God long fince unto thofe lewes did fay, 
(Who judged him unequall in his way) 
So fay I England \ is thy Soi^raignes path 
Vnequall ? or is't rather thine which hath 
Such indireflneffe ? wherefore may not all 
Which is ami(re, by thine owne fault befall ? 
Why may not (England) a difeafedneffe 
(Occafioned by thy unrighteoufnefTe) 
Make him unpleafmg in his courfe to thee, 
Whom thou haft praifed ? and whofe graces be 
The fame they were ? thou knoweft many a one, 
In bodily difeafes, thus hath done. 
Thofe meats and drinks, that are both fweet & pure. 
They can nor truly rellifh, nor endure. 

We feldome fee the Bodies torment bred 
By ought which firft arifeth in the Head ; 
But, oftentimes we feele both head and eves 
Difeaf d by fumes which from the Body nfe. 

And 
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And though downe from the head there may diftill 
Some humour, otherwhile, which maketh ill 
The lower parts ; yet, that firfl vapor*d from 
Thofe crudities and noyfome fumes which come 
From ill digeilion ; or, from ftoppages 
Which are in our inferior pafTages. 
'Tis thus in nat'rall Bodies j and the like 
May be obferv'd in Bodies politick. 

The head and body both are evill pleafd, 
When any part of either is difeaf 'd .• 
But, their diflempers, worfe or ealier are 
Suflaioed, as their fiiil occafions were. 
When Lungs or Liver doth defe<5live grow 
By ought within it felfe, it paines not fo 
The head^ as when from thence doth alfo fall 
Thofe rhewmes and humors, that by tickling (hall 
Occafion coughs and {trainings, to diftend 
The pafTages, as if each part would rend. 
Nor is the Siomack fo diflempered, 
By any hurt or bruife upon the Heady 
(By its owne fault received) as when it aketh, 
Through fumings, which from parts below it taketh. 

So fares it with a People and their King, 
Ev'n all their errors, griefes and cares doe bring 
Vpon each other fo, that what the one 
Mifdoeth in, doth bring fome fmart upon 
The other party. But, they (hall not be 
Afilidled with it, both in one degree. 
For, if the Princes overfight or fm, 
Of any publike Plague firfl caufe hath bin, 
The greatefl mifchiefe will at lafl be his. 
And, if the SubjeHs have fo done amifTe, 
That Vengeance folio wes it, the King may grieve ; 
But, they (hall be confumed, I beleeve : 

And 
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And, that for each ones perfonall defe<5l 
The greateft harme will on himfelfe refledl : 

What then to be performed is remaining, 
But, that we leave repining, and complaining 
On one another, and our labours bend, 
Our felves, as much as may be, to amend ? 
Let ev'ry one examine well his way. 
And, for himfelfe, and for all others pray. 
For, this is far more likely to redreffe 
The prefent mifchiefes, then our frowardneffe. 
The party that hath innocency, fhall 
Be fure to (land, though all about him falL 
And, if we all perverfly wicked prove, 
We (hall have all, one judgement from above. 

If in thy King (oh Britaini) ought amKTe 
Appeares to be ; *twixt God and him it is. 
Of him he (hall be judged. What to thee 
Pertaineth it, his cenfurer to be ? 
If thou (halt fuflfer with him ; thy offence 
Deferv'd it ; and nought elfe but penitence 
Becomes thy pradlice ; neither (hall there ought 
That's wrong, by other meanes, to right be brought 

Thy generall voice, but newly, did confeflTe 
In him much vertue, and much hopefulneffe ; 
And, he fo late afTum'd his Diadem^ 
That there hath fcarce beene time enough for him 
Thofe evils to performe, that may inferre 
A generall mifdiiefe. Neither, do I heare 
Of ought, as yet, which thou to him cand lay. 
But that he doth to thee thy will denay. 
Or with a gentle (loutne(re claime, and drive, 
For what he thinks his juft Prerogative, 

And why, I prethee, may not all this flow 
From fome corruptions which in thee do grow 

V Without 
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Without his fault ? why may not, for thy crimes 
Some indruments of Sathan, in thefe times, 
Be fuffred to obfcure from him awhile 
The truth of things ? and his beleefe beguile, 
With vert'uos (howes, difcreet and good pretences, 
To plague and punilh thee for thy offences ? 
Why may not God (and juftly too) permit 
Some Sycophant, or cunning hypocrite, 
For thy hypocrifies, to (leale away 
His heart from thee t and goodly colours lay 
On Projeils which may caufe him to undo thee, 
And think that he no wrong hath done unto thee ? 
Nay, wherefore may not fome thy King advife 
To that which feems to wrong thy liberties, 
Yet in themfelves be honed men, and jufl. 
Who have abufed been by thofe they trufl ? 
Thy wickedneffe deferves it : and that he 
Who in himfelfe is good, (hould bring to thee 
No profit by his goodneffe, but augment 
Thy forrowes, till thy follies thou repent ? 
For, what is in it felfe from evill free, 
Is evill made, to thofe that evill be. 
Why may it not be poflible, that thou 
Demandedd what he might not well allow 
Without didionor. Or, if all were right 
Which thou requiredd ; yet the manner might 
Didad him ? Or, who certaine is, but fome 
(Pretending publike grievances) might come 
With private fpleene and malice, to purfue 
Thofe faults in others, which their confcience knew 
That they themfelves were guilty of; and had 
No peace with God by true repentance made ^ 
If fo it were, I doe admire the leffe 
That thy petitions had an ill fuccefle. 

If 
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If any fingle man hath ought mifdofie, 
It is fo little while fince he begun 
His being to receive ; that, in refpe<5l 
Of thine, his errors could fmall harme effe6l. 
But, thou hafl heap'd up fin for many yeares ; 
And, thy exceeding guiltinefle appeares, 
With fo much evidence, that ev'ry man 
Of fome particular faults accufe* thee can ; 
And, openly reprove thee, to thy face. 
For evils, done in ev'ry time, and place. 

Then, blame not him, if God hath falfiii*d 
Some hopes of late, or to thy griefe denide 
That reformation, which thou didfl require ; 
And added (in the (lead of thy dedre) 
New grievances. Nor too too bitterly 
Purfue thofe errors of infirmity. 
Which were by others, heretofore committed : 
But, let all pafl offences he remitted. 
If thou perceive but hope of reformation, 
Goe off up to God, for thy Oblation^ 
A true forgiveneffe of their injuries, 
Who heretofore have wrong'd thy Liberties, 
And, do not this in policy (altho 
The times now prefent may require it fo :) 
But, fo forgive, as by the God of heaven 
Thou dofl defure thy fins may be forgiven .• 
For, by thy faults, dilhonor'd more is he. 
Then thou by theirs that have offended thee. 
And if to them thou true compafiion (howefl, 
God will not urge, perhaps, the debt thou owed. 

Of Reformation thou dofl fhow great zeale ; 
But, fome corruption maifl thou not conceale 
That mars the bleffing ? Art thou fure thou hafl 
No jufl occafion given to diftafl 

" V 2 Thy 
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Thy King 9 Doe thy complainings all, intend 
The publike welfare, without private end ? 
And, in preferring them, didll thou commit 
No errors ; nor no decencies forget 9 
I will not fay thou didfl ; but I do feare, 
That they who wifeft are, in fome things erre. 
Forgive me thou high Court of Parliament^ 
If I Ihall utter what will difcontent 
Thy difunited members, who have fate 
In former times, grave matters to debate. 
For, though I will not arrogate the wit 
To teach fo great a Counfdl what is fit ; 
Nor cenfiu-e any AH which thou hail done, 
When all thy parts have joyned been in one. 
Yet I will taJce upon me to reprove 
Their private errors who in courfes move 
Repugnant to thy luJHce ; and oft be 
The caufe of much difhonor unto thee. 
For, none (thogh thou art wife) can wrog thee ought 
To think, Uiat thou hail members may be taught 
And, as in pitched Battels^ when by-fl^nders 
Do apprehend miflakings in Commanders^ 
(As oft they do) 'twere better they (hould fay 
What they obferve, then let them lofe the day .• 
So alfo (though I may be thought too bold) 
'Twere fitter my experience fhould be told, 
Then that a publike mifchiefe Ihould enfue, 
And I, in times to come, my filence rue. 
For, fome (no doubt) will well approve the fame. 
Though other fome will think I was to blame : 
Yea, that which I will fpeak (hall help, perchance, 
(In times to come) thine honour to advance : 
For, I will fpeak no more then what is due, 
And, what my Confcience bids my Pen to (hew. 

Thou 
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Thou art an honored Counfell: but upon thee 
Such blots are cail, and fo much wrong is done thee, 
(By fomei who fcarcely natVall members be) 
That, as this Kingdome reprefents in thee 
Her Body \ fo, thou dofl become likewife 
A reprefentment of her Vanities, 
Yea, when at firfl, to be^ thou dofl begin, 
Thou art conceived, and made up in fin. 
For, to thy Houfe of Commons^ whither none 
Thou (houldfl admit, excepting, fuch a one 
Whofe life or knowledge that rdpedl may draw, 
Which doth become the Maker of a Law] 
Too oft elected are, in ilead of thofe. 
The rich, and them that make the greatefl (howes 
Of youthfull gallantry ; and, otherwhile^ 
The very'ft humorifts of all this lie. 

When choice was of thy Members to be made. 
Their entrances, but little figne have had 
Of profperous ends ; for, they that fliould have pail 
A free ele^ion, have their voices cafl 
By force, conflraint, or for fome by-refpedl, 
On thofe, whom others, for their ends ele<^. 

There be in Court, and bordring round about 
Thy Burroughs^ many wifer men, no doubt, 
Then fome that in Ekilions have their voice ; 
And, by their ayd, there is fometime a choice 
Of good and able men : yet, bed it were. 
That all men left to their jufl freedomes were. 
For, they to whom the Providence of heaven, 
The right of chufmg Burgeffes hath given ; 
Are alfo by i!caX providence (how wife 
Or foolifli e're they feeme in others eyes) 
In making of their choices fo diredled. 
As bed may ferve to make his will effedled. 

V 3 And, 
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And, though the fame (hall jufl as well be done 
By meanes of them who lawleffe courfes run, 
Yet, not for their advantage, to the bed, 
Who from their proper motions fuch things wreft. 

Why did the King from his Frerogaiivey 
To any place a priviledge derive, 
But, that they might enjoy them ? And, I pray, 
What confcience tyes the People to obey 
Thofe Lawes or A^^ in Parrament concluded, 
By thofe that have by force or fraud intruded ? 

What reafon is it that a flranger Ihould 
Entreat me to commit my bed Freehold^ 
To be difpofd of, by fome one, whom he 
Shall (for I know not what) commend to me ? 
What man but he that modefly doth want, 
Can be fo impudently arrogant. 
To fue by friends, or letters, place to take 
In fuch a Counfoll? yea, and Lawes to make? 
As if, becaufe he hath a little pelfe. 
He therefore might fome Solon think himfelfe, 
Or fome Licurgus ? Or, as if he thought 
The Common-wealth would furely come to nought, 
VnlefTe his knowledge, or his vertues, were 
Eledled, to be exercifed there. 
Whereas (God knowes) too many do afpire 
To fuch employments, either through delire 
To (hew their wits ; to gaine fome vaine repute, 
Themfelves, or friends to further in fome fute ; 
To keep oflF Creditors ; or elfe, perchance. 
To entertaine their curious ignorance 
With mylleries of State. Beleeve it, thofe 
Whofe modefly forbids them to expofe 
Themfelves to be eledled, I think far 
More apt for fuch employments then they are 

rhat 
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That feeke them : and 'tis fittefl that in all 

Such places, men (hould fit till they do call 

(Of their owne will) to whom the choice pertaines. 

For, thofe God fends ; and unto them he daignes 

Fit graces for the worke. The other, hall 

(Mov'd by their owne ambition) to be plac'd 

In that great Counfell^ with a mind corrupt ; 

Which doth dishonor oft, and interrupt 

Their bed proceedings. And from hence it is, 

So many things among us are amiife. 

Hence is it, fo much time is fpent about 

The fearching of undue deiUons out 

Hence is it, that in (lead of perfons grave. 

Such numbers of our Burgeffes we have 

In thofe Affcmbliesy who come ruffling in 

With habits which have far more fitting bin 

For Theaters ; then for the reverent 

And facred prefence of a Parliament 

Thence is it that fo many Children are 

Eledled to have place and voices there ; 

Yea, chofen Counfeliers, when hardly pad 

Their Tutors rod : beleeve me, this is hafl. 

Although it might excufed be, if fome 
Youngmen (hould thither for experience come : 
It is not tollerable, natheleflfe. 
That many (hould admitted be : much le(fe 
Thofe nonage Youths^ to whom our I.awes deny 
A pow'r in things that fmaller trud imply. 

Hence is it that fometime the very noifes 
Ariling from the multitude of voices^ 
Foiles Reafon, This maintaineth zlSo failionsy 
And makes in plained matters great didra<5lions. 
This, to thofe meetings much didurbance brings. 
And doth occafion many fooli(h things. 

V 4 Thence 
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Thence is it, alfo, we admit of thofe. 
In making Lawes^ who either do oppofe 
Proceedings legall ; or, protections give 
To them tiliat in contempt as Ouilawes live. 

I hold it not amifle, that they who fpend 
Their time the publike buf 'nefle to attend, 
Should have their fervants from areflings free, 
Whilfl they themfelves in thofe employments be ; 
Nor is it worthy blame, if they protect 
Poore Debtors, who endeavoring to effeft 
Their Creditors contents (as they are able) 
And ufing time (in courfes warrantable) 
For fuch a purpofe ; or elfe to prefer 
Complaints againfl fome vile extortioner .* 
Or to fuch ends. But, when they doe by dozens 
(To tw'ry prodigally that cheats and cozens) 
Vouchfafe protedHons : yea, to thofe that are 
Meere (Irangers too, it worth reproving were : 
And, them who do it, I fuppofe unfit 
In places of Lawgivers there to fit 

Moreover, an Election out of order. 
Doth other inconvenient matters further. 
Not mentioned yet The party that is chofe 
By fuit, or ill-got favour, feldome goes 
Againfl his Chufers^ if it chance that ought 
In oppoiition unto them be brought : 
Whereas, in fuch a cafe, each man is bound 
To be as if new rifen from the ground. 
He fhould not know his father, nor the fon 
Of his owne body : no nor any one 
Of all his neere acquaintance, or his kin ; 
Nor any that his friend or foe hath bin. 
But, fixe his eye upon the caufe alone, 
And, do as that requireth to be done. 

Had 
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Had this beene pradlifd, many a good conclufion 
Had followed more then did. Yea, much confufion, 
Much needlefife coil and pains, had beene prevented ; 
And, many had not gone fo difcontented (grieved, 
To their owne homes, when they with hearts o're- 
Befought the Parliament^ to be relieved. 

For, if their caufes (which but right had bin) 
Their trials had received, as they came in ; 
If no man might, by favour of a friend, 
Prefer new fuits, before all thofe have end 
Which entred are before ; poore Suiters might 
Have hope of fooner compaffing their right 
Yea, fpare much cod, and many months attending, 
To bnng their endleffe buf 'neffe to an ending. 
For then, what day, or week, or month, at lead, 
They (hould be heard, it partly might be gueft. 

But private friendihip (howne at fuch a feafon, 
To work meere private ends, oppofeth reafon. 
It doth put off and on ; and fo employ 
One friend, anothers friendihip to deftroy, 
(And, fo delayeth him in his jufl fuit. 
Who is of fuch acquaintance dellitute) 
That, many a one whofe caufe deferv'd regard. 
Is quite undone, before he can be heard. 

For, to attend three Sefflons in a row. 
With Lawyers often feed, the caufe to fliow, 
(Perhaps a hundred miles, or two, from home. 
With witneffes which on his charge do come 
As far as he) may make a rich man poore. 
And homeward, begge his bread from doore to doore. 

There alfo were (and they who came unfent, 
Are likely to be they that now are meant) 
Vnwife and undifcreet ones, mixt among 
Our Parliaments^ who did thofe meetings wrong, 

Vs By 
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By controverting of religion there, 
And moving queflions Aat improper are 
To that Affembly. For, there is provided 
A Synode, wherein ought to be decided 
Such matters ; and what they determine (hall, 
The Parliament may ratifie ; and call, 
And cenfure thofe who either (hall proceed 
To croffe or vilifie what is decreed. 

But, we may blufh to fee, how much amifle 
Some (Iretch the Parliamentall powV in this. 
How, they do caufe the weake offence to take ; 
And fay our Parliammts Religions make ; 
How much the due proceedings hindred are, 
By fpending time in fuch like matters, there, 
To that high Courts difturbance ; and how much 
The Common-wealth is damnified by fuch 
Impertinent and over-bufie wits, 
Who know not what the Parliament befits, 
And what the Synod, But. miftake not me, 
I doe not thinke the Parliament ihould be 
Reflrained fo, as not to (hew her care 
That true Religion be maintained here. 
Far be it from my heart : I wi(h they (hould 
Religion to their utmofl pow'r uphold / 
But my defire is alfo, that they further 
The Church affaires, in their owne place and order : 
And that they would be pleafd (as hitherto 
They gravely were accuflomed to doe) 
To check their bufie Novices^ who breed 
Much fcandall, when unwifely they proceed. 

For, though fome threaten fearfull things to thofe 
Who dare a Parliamentall powV enclofe 
Within a Bound: yea, though fome talking things 
Prate, as if they might make and unmake Kings \ 

Coine 
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Coine new Religions ; yea, and Gods, for need ; 
Yet, I (hall never entertaine their creed, 
Nor feare, when good occafion I have got, 
To fay what may be done, or what may not 
For, they who make that pow*r or more or leffe 
Then ought to be, doe equally tranfgreffe. 

This, many Members, at fome former fitting, 
Not heeding, or elfe overmuch forgetting, 
Have fcandaliz'd that Meeting ; and made bold 
To run a great way further then they (hould 
In their difcourfe (if not when they have fate, 
Where they did matters publikely debate. 

Yea, *tis the property of mod of thofe, 
Who by their owne procurement have beene chofe 
For Knights or Burgejfes, to iland it out 
More boldly and more obftinately flout, 
For fome fond cuflome, then for what befitteth 
His lujlice who in fuch a Counfcll fitteth. 

Of thefe they be, whofe indifcretions bring 
So many difcontentments to the King, 
Through want of more experience, or found reafon ; 
Or by their urging matters out of feafon : 
And, fuch as thefe you eafily may know 
From wifer men. For, thus themfelves they (how. 

If while a Sefflon lafleth you (hall chance 
To meet them, where themfelves they do advance 
In fome difcourfe ; afifure your felves ye may, 
By their perpetuall tatling, which are they. 
For, they ingro(re the talke, where e*re they come. 
And fpeak, as if their lips nought flowed from 
But Apothegmes ; or as if each caufe 
They undertook, (hould paffe amongfl the Lawes: 
And, what another fayes they'll fo condemne. 
As if a whole Committee fpake in them. 

In 
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In my poore judgement it doth much conceme 
Our Parliaments^ that thofe their members leame 
More filence ; for, no fooner come they out, 
But everywhere they prate, and fpread about 
The fecrets of the Houfe \ and blafl them fo 
By their rank breathings, e're they ripe can grow, 
That oft they perifh, or are (haken from 
The tree, before the gathering time is come. 

In this, our Peeres I have not quite excufed ; 
Nor fiaid, that no ill cuflomes they have ufed 
In this great Meeting : For, the befl have fome 
Blameworthy things (no doubt) if all (hould come 
To bide the cenfure : and, among the refl, 
The voice by Proxi^ hold I not the leafL 
For, unto me, it doth unfit appeare, 
To give my voice, untill the caufe I heare. 

Wio knowes the hearts of other men fo well, 
Or, of their judgements, who the depth can tell. 
So pundbially, that (whatfoever (hall 
Propofed be) he truft them (hould in all / 
Our owne affaires (though wifdome fayeth nay) 
To other men we abfolutely may 
Refer to be determined on : but tliat 
Which doth conceme the generall eflate. 
It were injuflice, and a thing unfit. 
To others, at adventure, to commit 
For, mod Selfe-lovers are ; and we do know, 
That many publike injuries may flow 
From this one root ; I will not fay they do, 
Although I think I might affirme that toa 

This Cujlotne feemeth ancient / and (if told 
The truth may be) as evill as tis old : 
And, fix)m what caufe fo'ere it firfl did flow. 
It was not from the firft banning fa 

Nor 
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Nor, ihould olA prefidents (growne out of feafoa) 
Be followed, for their age, by men of reafon : 
Nor will this cuflome lall, perchance, when they 
Who may remove it, well the fame fliall weigh. 
\ For, I perceive it ufeful to no end. 

But indiredl proceedings to befriend. 
And, they whofe courfes are mofl indireft, 
' Are they that will fuch Cujlomes mofl protect. 

If this, and other errors yet unnamed, 
Had well beene heeded : fome had more bin blamed, 
Some leffe, fonie highly praifed, who have feemed 
Vnadlive Members, and been difefleemed. 
Yea, thou hafl felt mod grievances amended 
E're this ; and many troubles had beene ended. 

But now (what faults foe*re concurring be 
In others) thofe defedls that were in thee 
Oh ! England, were fufficient to procure 
Thofe perturbations thou dofl yet endure. 

Thy over-foone forgetfulneife of that 
Great PeJlUence, afflidSng thee of late; 
Thy thanklefTeneffe for Gods admired ceafmg 
That (Irong contagion/ and the new increaiing 
Of thy tranfgreflions, dnce his mercy daigned ; 
Deferveth more then thou hafl yet fuflained. 
Yea, that which thou wert overfeene in there, 
Where thy Affemblies congregated were 
To rectifie thy felfe ; ev*n that, alas ! 
Sufficient to deferve thefe troubles was. 

And therefore, whenfoeVe thy Saveraigm fhall 
Be pleafed for thy helpe againe to call 
In fuch a publike Meeting ; let, in God, 
Thy Knights and Burgeffcs (now fpread abroad) 
Collecled be : and, let not any from 
Thy BurrougheSy by undue eledlion come. 

Let 
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Let Lords and Ladies letters, to fuch ends 
Move none ; but, only, witnefle who are friends 
To bafe corruption. Let their fuits be fcom*d, 
And, no refpedl unto them be returned. 

Let ev'ry one of thofe that (hall be fent 
To reprefent thy Body ; reprefent 
Thy true repentance. Let them lay afide 
Prejudicate opinions, fadlion, pride ; 
And (to their utmofl) in themfelves reflraine, 
All thofe enormities which they retaine : 
That, fetting to their owne defires, a law. 
They may the more enabled be to draw 
A Rule for others. Let all they that come 
To ferve the Publike y leave fuch thoughts at home 
As meerly private are : for, in them lurks 
An enmitie to all good publike works. 

Let none propofe in fuch a Congregation^ 
What is not firfl prepared by confultation, 
For otherwhile, their precious hours are fpent 
About a needleife trifling argument : 
And, oft, from matters of leail moment fpring 
Thofe difagreeings which great harme do bring. 

What their forefathers unto them did leave, 
Let them not fufFer any to bereave 
Their children of. For, they may that deny 
Ev'n to their King ; provided, loyally 
They do it, in refifling his demands 
By legall Pleadings \ not by force of hands. 

It is as Naboths Vineyard ; and, to live 
He merits not, who doth repine to give 
His life to fave it : yea, accurft is he 
That would not zealous in thofe caufes be. 

I^t them, therefore, their ancient rights maintain, 
By all juft meanes : and let them yeeld againe, 

The 
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The royall dues. For, thofe things profper not, 
Which are, axniiTe, from God^ or Cefar got 
All wrongs (hall be revenged : but none brings 
Such vengeance, as the wrong to God, and Kings. 
If but in word alone (nay, but in thought) 
We have againfl our Prince committed ought 
Which is difloyall, hid it (hall not lye, 
But, be revealed by a winged fpy. 

Let therefore, all juft freedomes of the Land, 
That can be proved, forth in piiblike (land \ 
And not in old Records (halfe fmother'd lye) 
In danger to be lod by cafualty ; 
Or elfe embezeVd ; or, by wormes and duft 
To be devoured ; or, by thofe we trud. 
Let us not whifper them, as men that feare 
The claiming of their due, high treafon were. 
Nor let us (as we doe) in corners prate, 
As if the Sm^raigne power, or the State 
Encroach t injuriouily ; and fo defame 
The government : difgrace the royall Name ; 
And nourifh, by degrees, an evill fpirit. 
That us of all our peace will difinherit 
But, let us, if we fee our ancient right 
Infringed ; bring our grievances to light, 
Speak loyally, and orderly, and plaine, 
Thofe things which for our owne we can maintaine : 
So, Kings the truth perceiving ; and their ends 
Who did abufe their trud, will make amends 
For all our fuflfrings : give our foes their doome ; 
And make us more fecure for times to come. 

But, bring not, when ye come to plead with Kings, 
(Againfl their claimes) fome bare conjeflurings : 
For, what thou haft no certaine evidence 
To be thy right : the right is in the Prince, 

It 
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It is a royalty, to Monarks due, 

But, if for any Freedome ye can fhew 

A iaw enadled ; or a Cuftome old, 

Or PrefidentSy that have not beene controld 

(As often as produced) ye may lay 

Your claime ; and keep it, ev*ry lawfull way. 

Each Prefidenty and every Demand 

Which doth from time to time oppofed fland, 

Concludeth nothing. This, let each man heed, 

And with a confcionable awe proceed 

In fuch affaires. Let pure humility, 

True piety, true love, and charity. 

Be brought along. And, when all thefe ye bring. 

Then goe with loyalty and meet your King, 

In his and your affaires without miRrufl : 

And then (as certainly as God is jufl) 

In ev'ry due requeft ye fhall prevaile, 

Or, gaine fome great advantage, if ye faile. 

Deflre of God to teach and guide you fo, 
That in this narrow path you fUaight may go. 
If you would have a King be jufl to you, 
Be ye upright, and to his honor true. 
Yedd firfl to him, in ev'ry fit demand, 
And, long capitulating do not fland, 
On what you may determinate with fpeed, 
Becaufe perhaps, delay may danger breed. 
Afford him his requefls, unto your pow'rs ; 
Be his the fault, if he denieth yours \ 
Or if mifcounfelled he fhall require 
What fhall his weale oppugne, or your defire. 

Goe cafl yourfelves before him with fubmiflion ; 
Prefent him with petition on petition. 
With one accord, and with a fearlefTe face, 
Informe him how much hindrance, or difgrace. 

Or 
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Or danger to the Land there may accrue. 
If He your loyal counfell (hall efchew. 
For, God becaufe his lawes we difobey, 
Vs at our Saveraignes feet doth mean to lay, 
To humble us awhile. If we repent, 
To all our loyall fuits he will aflent : 
If otherwife ; God will give up this Land, 
Our lives and fireedomes all into his hand. 

Go offer, while to offer you are free ; 
And what you give him, ^Ull peace^ffrings be ; 
If that for which atonement you provide^ 
With love and penitence be fandlifide. 
The world againfl our State doth now confpire 
Intefline dangers, alfo, doe require 
That we in concord ihould united be, 
And to fupply the Kingdomes wants agree. 
Left while we ftrive, and fondly froward grow. 
We be furprifed by our common foe. 
Vnwife is he that in a dangerous place 
Doth ftay to wafh a fpot out of his face, 
When Outlawes he approaching heares, that may 
His body wound, or take his head away. 

If I (hould heare a Lyon neare me roare, 
I'de arme myfelfe, though I with wounds were fore, 
And what I had not leafure then to cure, 
Would feeke to heale, when I of life were fure. 
In times of trouble all muft look for croffes ; 
And they muft beare, who cannot ihift their loffes. 
There may be fmart by what we fuffer (hall ; 
But, better fmart, then not to be at all. 
When I do think a blow my head may harme, 
l*le ward it off although it break mine arme ; 
For, though my arme be loft, yet I may live ; 
But, on my head, a blow my death may give. 
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I am not fo befotted, as to think, 

We ought to give the wanton pallat drink, 

Vntili 5ie head be giddy, (left it may 

Bring all the body headlong to decay) 

Nor praife I them that are fo over-wife, 

To fpare what (hall be needfull to fuffife 

The gen*rall want (although to needleffe ends, 

Some private hand, the publike wealth difpends) 

This, only, is the fcope of my petition, 

That all be done with love, and with difcretion. 

For, we muft underftand, that many things 
Which are not juft in us, are juft in Kings; 
And, that it is a kind of traitVoufnefle, 
To give them more then due, as well as leffe. 

They, who deny the King free pow'r to do 
What his Republik es weale conduceth to, 
Becaufe fome Law gainfayes ; ev'n thofe deprive 
Their Sov'raigne of a due prerogative ; 
Since, for the common good, it juft may be, 
That fome injuftice may be done to me, 
Or any few. Moreover, men that fay 
Kings may do more, then of true right they may, 
And that no law doth bound them ; make a King 
And him that is a Tyrant, all one thing. 
In my opinion, thefe men are like thofe 
Who in fweet meats, a poifon do enclofe 
That kils a twelvemonths after. Tis as tho 
We Ihould affirme, that God may evill do 
If fo he pleafe. It is a neeleffe pow'r 
That ferves for nothing, but to help devoure 
The owner. Yea, it is as if we ftiould 
Prepare our friend all inftruments we could. 
Wherewith if he fhould lick, or foolilh grow, 
He might have meanes himfelfe to overthrow. 

And 
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And they who to themfelves this pow*r do take, 
Do fiiken halters, and gilt ponyards make 
For their owne throats : or, Nero-X^t to kill 
Themfelves, with poifons, golden viols fill. 
For, though a righteous King will never dray 
From what is jull (though none with-hold him may) 
Becaufe he to himfelfe becomes a Law ; 
Yet, vicious Princes, thence, occafion draw 
To perpetrate that Ail which them deprives, 
Of kingdomes, lives, and all prerogatives. 
And they that were as wife as SolomoHy 
Or as vpright as Davidy being gone, 
May leave a fon or grandchild, as did they 
Whofe wilfulneffe Ihall cafl ten Tribes away. 
And, then, their trait'rous counfell curfe he will. 
Who told him, he had pow'r of doing ill. 

For, though fuch Counfellors may think they doe 
Their Sov*raignes honor, and much pleafure too, 
In over-draining their Prerogatives ; 
Yet are they to their Honor, States, and Lives, 
Egregious traitors ; fince a plot they lay, 
Whereby their Princes (hall themfelves betray 
To their owne follies (if they vicious grow) 
Yea, by this meanes they lend a poifned blow 
To King, and Reaifne\ which while the traitors live, 
Will eafe to fome Impojlume feeme to give, 
Or cure a wart, upon the body bred. 
And, fefter to the heart when they are dead. 

Abhor ye thefe ; and do not favour thofc 
That would their King more narrowly enclofe 
Then ihall be honorable, or befits 
His Majeily that as God's Viceroy fits. 
When he compelled by neceflities, 
Requireth of his people due fupplies. 

They 
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They mud be had : although fome overfight, 
Forepaft, may make it feeme to wrong the right 
And freedomes of the Land We are not bound 
To keep a Priviledge^ that fhall confound 
Both us and all our Liberties, They have 
No blame, that yeeld up what they cannot fave 
Without a greater loffe : nay, wife is he 
That ferves one day, to be for ever free. 

Your Wifdomes may, at eafe, a courfe invent 
To pleafe the King^ yet make noprejidenf 
To future times, from whence there ihall arife 
Infringement of our lawfull Liberties ; 
Or to our Caufe reproach: and, to be taught 
You need not, if together you were brought, 
According to the freedoroe of election : 
For, no man then would neede my poore diredlion. 
But, there (hall (lill be fome that will intrude. 
And I for their inflnidlion, am thus rude. 

Some cry, TAe Land is poore^ and cannot give. 
Tis poore indeed .• and yet T do beleeve 
Few Kingdom es are fo rich. Tis poore become, 
Refpedling that innumerble fum 
Of our arrear'd Repentance^ yet unpaid. 
Tis poore, if all our vertue fliould be weighed 
With what is wanting : or, if we compare 
Our Worthies, living now, with fuch as were. 
Tis poore, if we on thofe refledl our eyes, 
On whom the labour of this Kingdome lies : 
Thofe people, whom our great and wealthy ones 
Have rackt, opprefl, and eaten to the bones, 
To fatten and adome their carkaffes ; 
The I.and (I mufl confeffe) is poore in thefe. 
Nay, if we (hould confider, what a rate 
The richer fort among us liveth at \ 

How 
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How many needlefle wayes they do enlarge 
(Without all temperance) their yearly charge : 
And how each one his humour to enjoy, 
Doth emulate his friend in eVry toy. 

Or, were it heeded well, how out of meafure 
Some waft their fortunes on a wicked pleafure j 
Ev*n (otherwhile) for that which for a bubble 
Of Mirth, doth bring them halfe an ages trouble : 
Or, were it well obferv'd what beggeries. 
What fhifts, what bafenefle, whatneceflities, 
This brings on thofe that richeft men are thought : 
What coftly fuits and troTibles it hath brought ; 
And how indebted and ingag'd they ftand 
To one another quite throughout the Land. 
Thefe things, I fay, confidePd, well we may 
Affirme this Realtne is beggerly : and fay 
The rich are poore. But, he this Ik belies 
Who taxeth it of other poverties. 
Yea, he or blinded is, or maketh lefife 
(To Gods diihonor) out of wilfulneife, 
His matchleffe bounty. What one Kingdome, yeelds 
Through Europe, in bames, granards, flails, and fields. 
Of Cattell and of Come, in evVy kind, 
More plenty, then among us, yet we find ? 
Where do their Gardens or their Orchards beare. 
More fruits, for food or phyfick then are here ? 
Our Sheep, fine wools enough afford us do. 
To cloath ourfelves, and other nations too. 
And by their golden fleeces, bring in fums 
As large, as any that from India comes. 
Our Bees do gather honey from our flowers ; 
Our Meads are fruitfull by our Aprill (howers. 
Within the Land rich Minerals do lie ; 
Our Ayre hath Fowle, in great variety. 

In 
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In (lately Pallaces^ we doe abound ; 

With many Townes^ our hills and dales are crown'd : 

In woods, and groves, this Kingdome hath excelled, 

(And fome yet Hand though mod of the are felled) 

Faire Ports we have, fweet Rivers, and the Seas 

Surrounding us ; and wealth comes in by thefe. 

Our fruitfull waters fiih enough doth yeeld 

To feed us, though we had nor Grove, nor Field. 

Yea, did we riot leffe, and labour more, 

Our Fiih alone, would feed us all at (hore. 

If yet, this Kingdome needy feeme to be, 
Goe looke upon her Cities, and there fee 
And marke, their coflly Piles, their precious wares^ 
What choice, and (lore of rarities appeares 
Within their Magazines. Obferve their (late ; 
Their clothes, their jewels, furniture and plate ; 
And tell me, if they doe not fignifie 
That there is farre more Pride, then Poverty. 
Gold, filver, pcarles and diamonds doe glare 
And glitter in your eye-fight, ev*ry where. 
Himfelfe difgrac'd the meanell Cobler thinks, 
VnlefTe his Beere and Wine in Plate he drinkes, 
And eates in filver. Yea, the poorefl ones 
Muil of that mettal have their bowles or fpoones : 
On every thing, almofl, pure gold is fpilt. 
The meanefl inflruments are hatcht, or gilt. 
Their Servants, in their garments are as gay. 
As if that all the weeke were Holy day. 
Their Feajlings are abundant, and their pleafure. 
Maintained is not, with a little Treafure. 

But, Cities are the Treafuries you'll fay. 
Wherein the Kingdomes riches up we lay 
Survey the Country then, and tell me where 
The rullicke villages replenifht are 

With 



478 



Cant 7, Remembrancer. 239 

With fuch faire booties. Other Kingdomes have 

Their Cities, peradventure rich and brave ; 

But in their featured Villages, we fee 

That few or none, fave Peafants dwelling be, 

Poffeffing nor good houfe, nor houfhold (luflfe, 

Nor comely Clothes, nor wholefome food enough. 

Our Farmes are llor'd with ufefuU implements 

Enough to purchafe all the tenements, 

And Lands in many forraigne Realms, that are 

As large as this our Country doth appeare. 

Of yron, and of braffe enough have we 

To buy their gold. Our pewter fliould not be 

Exchanged for their filver ; if all were 

Summed up, that's found with ev'ry Cottager : 

Nay, there be many houfes in this Land 

That in remote obfcurity doe (land. 

Which to the Foe would yeeld a richer prize 

Then many Townihips which they might furprize 

On other Ihores : And yet, fome doe not ihame 

With poverty, this Hand to defame, 

WAR threatens us ; and we of want complaine, 
Not knowing how our fafeties to maintaine : 
Yet we doe nothing want that may conduce 
In warre or peace, to ferve a needfuU ufe. 
Armes, vidhialls, men, and money we have (lore ; 
Yet, Hill, we falfly cry that we are poore. 
We are fo greedy, that we will not fpare, 
To fave the hogge, one farthing worth of tarre, 
Gods blefllngs we fo long time have abufed 
That now we know not how they fhould be ufed. 
Or elfe we thinke each other fo unjufl, 
That no man knows with whom the meanes to truIL 

Oh ! pray to God, to take away the caufe 
Of thefe dillempers ; and to breake the Maze 

In 
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In which we wander. For, like thofe we fare, 

Who fittmg at a banquet, flarved are. 

If we had peace with God, and could agree, 

This Kingdome which fo needy feemes to be, 

Might with her fuperfluities maintaine 

Far greater armies, then the King of Spaine^ 

With all his Indies, We might begger him, 

And make all thofe who feare him, to contemne 

His winning proje6ls ; if we had but eyes 

To fee and take the courfe that open lies. 

It is his gold encreafing his ambition. 

Which to the Chriflian world will bring perdition : 

And if prevention longer we delay, 

(Or if we do not find a better way 

Then yet is trod) the current of his pow'r 

Will grow fo (Irong, that it will all devoure. 

For, where a (Ireame runs broad, and fwift, to flop 

His fury there, I fee but little hope. 

Materials both for war and peace, mu(l come 

To him from divers quarters ; for at home 

His Country yeelds him little. But the yeare 

As it renewes, with us, reneweth here 

Our food and rayment ; and though no fupplies 

Come in, a ilaple of Commodities 

Our Iland is, which both in war and peace 

Will Hill be in requeft, and Hill encreafe. 

Let therefore thofe who on the Continent 

Doe feare him, ufe their utmoll to prevent 

His greatneffe there ; and let our Sea-girt Jle 

(Forbearing on Land forces for a while. 

To fpend their flrength) intirely bend their pow'r, 

(As in preceding times) the Seas to fcoure : 

For, with more profit, and a leffer charge. 

That (hall our loft advantages enlarge, 

And 
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And, make his Armies, which are now fo flrong, 
Draw back, decay, and mutiny e're long. 

Were we rtfoWd our courfe this way to bend, 
Of our mainejlock we needed not to fpend 
One moitie. For, halfe of what is lofl, 
Within this Kingdome (fav'd) would quit that cod. 
Let all, according to the port they beare, 
Forbeare but one vaine Feafl in ev'ry yeare : 
Let ev'ry houfhold, for the publike wealth, 
(Which alfo would advance the bodies health) 
Fafl but one meale aweek, and feparate 
The price thereof, for fervice of the State : 
Or fpare from their full boards of flefh or fi(h, 
The drefling or the fawce, but of one difli : 
Let us but lay one lace or gard the lefTe 
Vpon our Clokes ; or fave the coftlineffe 
In our apparell, which we well might fpare. 
Yet, no defedl upon the fame appeare : 
Let us referve but halfe the tithe of thofe 
Expences, trifled out in games and ihowes ; 
Which do not only needlefle charge encreafe, 
But fill the kingdome full of idlenefle .- 
Of thefe, and many other fuch expences, 
(Which wafl our wealth, and multiply offences) 
If we but part would give ; perhaps, that cod 
Would Dave our lives, and all, from being lofL 

Tobacco (which the age that went before. 
Nor knew, nor needed) doth expend us more 
Then would maintaine an army ; for few think 
How much there is confum'd in fmoke and (link. 
Pride is fo coflly, that if ev'ry Girle 
Should give the worth but of one lace or purle, 
Which trims her Croffecloth, it would failes provide 
For halfe the (hips which now at Plimouth ride. 

X Had 
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Had we but ev'ry forfeiture that's due, 
From thofe of our notorious drunken crue j 
Or, if the value were together got, 
Although but of their twentieth needlefle pot, 
I am perfwaded it aflote would fet 
A greater Fleet then we have armed yet 

The very Oatks which we may daily heare, 
(The men, the women, and the children fweare) 
If thundred forth together ; would rore louder, 
Then all our Cannons : and great (hot and powder, 
Much more then would at fea and land fuffife, 
Might purchafl be, by halfe the penalties 
Which might be jullly taken ; if we had 
Regard to execute the Lawes we made. 

God grant that of his honor, and of what 
Concemes the gen'rall fafety of the State, 
We may more zealous grow ; and that fome courfe 
May (lop that mifchiefe, which yet waxeth worfe. 
And that from this, or from fome better light, 
The meanes of reformation take we might : 
Of which I hopefuU am, and that eVe long, 
Our Commonwealth (hall fmg a fweeter fong. 

When fuch a time I fee, I Ihall be fure 
Thefe Lines, oh ! England^ will thy love procure ; 
And, I who for thy weale this paines bellow. 
Shall find more favour then I look for now .* 
Yea, then ihall I, that yet have beene defpifd. 
Bewailed dye \ or, live much better priz'd 
But not till then : Nor ihall I live to view 
Thy forrowes ended, if thou doe not rue 
Thy fins with fpeed. Oh ! therefore, fpeedy be 
To turne to God, that he may tume to thee. 
Befeech him, England^ to unclofe thine eyes, 
And let thee fee in what thy ficknelTe lies. 

Emplore 
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Emplore thou him to mollifie thy heart, 
Thy Children from their follies to divert, 
And, break thofe chaines of ignorance and fm, 
Which at this prefent thou ly'fl fettered in. 
Endeavor to be friends with God againe .* 
And, he will all thy furious foes rellraine. 
Thy faulty members, who doe now difturb 
Thy peace ; he either will remove or curb. 
Thofe Graces thou perceivedll heretofore 
Adorne thy Soveraigne^ (hall be hid no more 
By thofe darke fogs which from thy fins do rife. 
For, God will take the skales from off thine eyes. 
On thee, his countenance againe (hall fhine ; 
That thou maiil laud him in a Song divine : 
And, they who now lament thy fad eflate. 
In Hymnes of joy (hall praife thy happy Fate. 

The eighth Canto. 

Our Poet having toucht againe 
What frailties in himfelfe remaine. 
Declares^ that many Plagues doejleale, 
As well on Church, as Commonweale : 
Relates what crotchets doe poffeffe 
Some, who Religioufneffe profsffe : 
What noyfome plants^ what tares, and weeds, 
Arefprung, to choake the holy feeds : 
Whatfained zeale, atid affection, 
HathfooPd thisformall Generation : 
Andy how from fonUy great fcandallgrowes, 
Who beare the keyes, that bind and loofe. 

Next, he delivereth Prediftions 
Of plagues, offorrowes, and affli6lions. 
Which on this Hand will defcend, 

X 2 Vnleff'e 
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Vnleffe our manners we amend, 

Andy whenfoever cvuUljarSy 

Or mif chief eSy by the rage of war s^ 

Oppreffe this Realme ; his Mufe dothfhow, 

WhofhcUl occafion it ; and how, 

Which fearfuU ludgetnent to prevent. 

He calls upon her to repent : 

By ten apparant ftgnes, hathfhowne, 

Gods patience nigh expired is growne : 

Then, for the Publike-weale, he pray es: 

Then, for himfelfe ; and, there heftayes. 

Doe not wonder, as I erft have done, 
_ That when the Prophet lonas fhould have gone 
To Niniveh, Gods word he difobey'd, 
And would himfelfe to TTiarfus have convey'd : 
For, I have now a fenfe how flelh and blood 
The motions of the Holy Ghofi withllood, 
And feele (me thinks) how many a likely doubt 
The Devill, and his frailty, found him out 

He was a man (though he a Prophet were) 
In whom no little weaknefTe did appeare : 
And, thus he thought, perchance, Whatfhall I doe f 
A ftrange attempt my heart is urged to : 
And, there tsfomewhat, eamefUy incites 
Tliat I fhould haflen to the Ninivites, 
And, preach, that if they alter not their wayes. 
Their time offlanding, is but forty dayes. 

My foule perfwadeth God injoynes me to it) 
And,fleepe in peace, I cannot, till J doe it: 
But common ^t^Son ftriveth to reflraine 
This motion, and perf wades me tis in vaine. 
It faith, I am afinner, andfofraUe, 
Thai, many times, my befl endeavors faile 

To 
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To re^fie myfelfe. HowJkaU I then 
Be hopefuU of reclaiming other men ? 

To Ifr'el I have threatned many yeares 
Gods judgements : yet^ no fruit thereof appearess 
Although they havefome knowledge of the Lord^ 
And are within his League, theyfleight his word: 
What hope then is there^ that a heathen Nation 
Will prove regardfull of my exhortation f 
Thefb'le of Frophet, in this land Icary, 
And fuck a Calling, here^ is ordinary \ 
But, in aforraigne State, what warranty 
Have /, to publi/h fuch a Prophiie? 
How may the King and People take thefame^ 
yf Ifhall in the openflreets defame 
So great a City? and, condemne for fin, 
A place wherein I never yet have bin f 

If Ifhall fay, the Lord commanded me: 
Then, they perhaps, will anfwer: What is he ? 
For, they prof effe him not. Nay, fame fufpition 
They may conceive, that I to movefedition 
Amfent among them, Or^ if otherwife 
Tluy fhcUl fuppofe \ how can they but defpife 
My perfon, and my counfell, who fhall from 
So far a place, fo meere a fir anger come, 
That no man knowes, or what, or who I am. 
Or, from what Country, or from whom I come i 

Such thoughts (belike) dela/d, and fear*d him fo \ 
And, fo the Spirit urg*d him ftill to go 
For Niniveh ; that nor to goe, nor ftay, 
Could he refolve ; but, fled another way. 
From which rebellious courfe, God fetcht him back 
With fuch a vengeance, that he did not lack 
Sufficient proofes, how Reafon did betray him, 
And, in his Calling, cauflefly affray him. 

X3 Yea, 
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Yea (mark heav'ns providence) though lonas went 

Another way, it crofi not God's intent, 

But furthred it For, doubtleffe, e*re he came 

To Niniveh^ the miracle and fame 

Of his Deliverance^ was fent before ; 

And, made his preaching worke on them the more. 

Now, though I doe nor arrogate, nor dare 
My felfe (except in frailties) to compare 
With bleflfed lonas : yet, I may be bold 
To fay, our Catifes a refemblance hold. 
My heart (and when that moves, as one averres. 
It more prevailes then many Counfellers) 
My heart (I fay) perfwaded me e'rewhile 
To reade a warning Ledlure to this He, 
And in fuch manner moved ; that, to fay 
It came from God, methinks, be bold I may. 
Yet, my owne nat*rall frailty, and the world, 
Among my thoughts fo many doubtings hurld. 
That ev'ry flep had rubs. I levell'd fome 
In my lad Canto. Yet I could not come 
To eaven ground, till I had overtopt 
Some other Mountaines which my paffage (lopt 

Beware, faid Reafon^ how thou undertake 
This hazardous adventure, which to make 
Thou hafl refolv'd. For, this wife age denies 
That God vouchfafed any Prophefies 
Concerning them ; or, that the application 
Of ought foretold, pertaineth to tliis Nation. 
She faith, my Conjlancy is no true figne 
That God firfl moved this intent of mine ; 
Since Hereticks, and Traytors, oft are feene 
As bold in all their caufes to have beene 
As Martyrs be. And, that for what they doe, 
They can pretend the holy Spirit too. 

And 
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And (he peifwades, tis likely I (hall pafTe 
(At bed) for one that much deluded was. 

She fayes, moreover, that if thefe times be 
Indeed, fo wicked, as they feeme to me, 
I (hall in (lead of moving to repent. 
Nought elfe but (lir their fury, and be rent 
Perhaps in pieces, by their hafly rage. 
For, what's more likely in a wicked age f 

When people in their fins grow hardned once, 
She fayes I may as well go talke to (lones. 
As tell them ought For, they are in the dark ; 
And, what they fee and heare, they do not mark. 

She urged that the Prophets in old times 
Did fpeak in vaine again(l the peoples crimes ; 
And if in them their words begat no faith, 
Much le(re with fuch as mine, my Reafon faith. 

She tells me alfo that this lie hath (lore 
Of Prophets y and of Preachers never more : 
She fayes, that though their calling none fufpecSl, 
Their paines appeare to take but fmall effedl : 
And, if fuch men authorized as they, 
Doe ca(l their words, without fucce(re, away ; 
In vaine my Mufe (whofe warrant mo(l contemn e) 
Doth feeke to work more piety in them. 

A thoufand things unto the like efife<5l ; 
Yea, all and more then any can obje<fl, 
(Who (hall perufe this Book) my Reafon brought 
Before me, and obje<5led to my thought 
And, as a Pilgrim (who occafions hath 
To take fome extraordinary path) 
Arivall making at a double way, 
Is doubtfuU whether to proceed or (lay .- 
So fared I ; I was nigh tired quite. 
Before I could be certaine of the right 

X 4 Yea, 
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Yea, twixt my doubts, and all thofe replies 

Which in my meditations did arife ; 

T fo amazed grew, I could not know 

Which way it bed befitted me to goe. 

But, at the lail, God brought me thorow all 

My doubts and feares, as through the Storm & WhaU^ 

Once lonas came : That fo, all they, who are 

Ordained for their good, thefe Lines to heare. 

The more may profit, when they think upon 

What flraits I paffed, e*re this work was done. / 

To that intent my firailties I have fo ' 

Infilled on, as in this book I do. 

Yea, I am hopefull alfo, they that read 

Thefe lines of mine (and mark with how much heed 

And Chrillian awfulneffe, my heart was won 

To cenfure and reprove as I have done) 

Will plainly fee, thefe Numbers flow not from 

Fantaflick rafhneffe ; nor from envy come. 

Nor fpring from fadlion j neither were begot 

By their diilradled zeale, who (knowing not 

What Spirit guides them) often are beguiled 

With fliewes of truth ; and madly have reviled 

Both good and ill ; and whofe unfavory Rimes 

Defame mens perfons more then check their crimes. 

Difhonour Kings ; their facred names blafpheme ; 

And having gain'd fome notions in a dreame, 

Or by report (of what they know not well) 

Defire their giddy thoughts abroad to tell .• 

In hope to merit .■ as in deed they doe, 

Sometime the pillory, and gallowes too. 

I trufl, I fay, thefe lines will feeme no fuch 3 
Or, if they doe, truth is I care not much, 
Becaufe I certaine am wliat pow'r infufed 
Thofe matters, whereupon I now have muzed : 

And 



488 



CaniS. Remembrancer. 244 

And know, that none will thefe or me condemne, 
But they whofe rage and follies I contemne. 

Yet, that they may be fure I neither care 
Who cenfures me, nor what their cenfures are, 
(When honeft things I doe) here, fomewhat more 
lie adde to what is mentioned before / 
And give thee, Britaine^ a more perfe<5t fight 
Of thy diftempers, and tfiy fickly plight 

Yea, thou (halt know, I have not feene alone 
A bodily Confumption ilealing on, 
And wafting of thy TemporalHes ; but, that 
I alfo have difcovered of late, 
A Lethargy upon thy foule to fteale : 
And that as well the Church as Commonweale 
Doth need a cure. Oh ! doe not quite negledl 
The good of both : but, one (at leaft) refpe<5l. 
Though ludahs fickneffes unheeded be, 
(Although thy temporall wounds affli<5l not thee) 
Yet, looke on Syon : yea, behold and fee 
Thy Spiritualties, how much empair'd they be. 
The Churches Patrimony is decayed ; 
And many a one is in her fpoiles araid : 
Thofe Patrons (as we terme them in this age) 
Who of her Dowries have the patronage, 
Doe rob and cheat her, many times of all ; 
And, their Donations bafely fet to fale. 

Thofe CananiteSy whom thou preferveft here, 
(And by thy lawes to be expelled were) 
Are in thy borders now fo multiply'd. 
That they are thomes and thiftles in thy fide. 
They are become a Serpent in thy path. 
Which bites unfeene ; and nigh unhorfed hath 
Some able Riders. On thy Places-high 
Thy people doe commit Idolatry, 

X5 And 
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And reare llrange Altars, In thy Fields, are found 

Thofe cunning harmfull Foxes to abound, 

That fpoile thy Vines. And, fome I have efpy'd, 

Twixt whofe oppofed tales, are firebrands ty'd, 

Which wade thy fruits. Thy Harveft feemeth faire ; 

But fecret bladings do foe much impaire 

And blite the Come 3 that when it comes_^to bread, 

Thy Children oft unwholfomly are fed.. 

Men ufe Religion as a dalking-horfe 

To catch preferment ; yea, fometime to worfe 

And bafer ufes they employ the fame : 

I^ike that bold Harlot^ who quite void of (hame, 

Did of her Vowes^ and her Peace-ojffrings make 

A Ginn, lafcivious cudomers to take. 

Yea, fome (refembling him, from whom was cad 

One Devill) when one fni they have difplac't. 

Of which the world took notice, fweep and clenfe 

Themfelves (in fliow) from all their other fins j 

Yet, fecretly, let Sathan repoffeffe, 

And foule them with a feven-fold wickedneffe. 

An univerfall dulnede will benum 
Thy fenfes, if thou doe not foone become 
More heedfuU of thy date, then thou art yet : 
For, eVry part hath felt an ague-fit. 

Thy Academs, which are the famous places 
In which all pious knowledges and graces 
Should nourifht be ; and whence thy chiefe fupply 
Of Teachers^ come, (as from a Nurfery) 
Ev'n thofe faire Fountaines are much tainted grown, 
With dodtrines hardly found, which thence are blown 
Through ev'ry quarter. In their Schooles are heard 
Vaine jiggs and janglings, worthleffe of regard. 
Their very PulpitSy and their Oratories^ 
Are Stages, whereupon their owne vainglories 

Men 
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Men often a(5L Yea, many a vaine conceit^ 
Is brought in Read of arguments of weight : 
And (which is worfe) diforder is fo rife 
Among them ; and the weeds of evill life 
Have fo oVegrowne thofe Gardens, that (unlefle 
Good government (hall fpeedily redreffe 
That fpreading mifchiefe) it will over top 
The plants of Syon, and dellroy her crop. 

To be thy Shepheards^ Wolves are flolcn in 3 
And, thou hafl thofe who ev*n by day begin 
To fow their Tares among thy purefl Seed \ 
And, with mixt Graines thy Lands pollution breed. 
For hire, and money, prophefies the Prophet : 
The Prieft doth preach, to make a living of it, 
Ev'n meerly for a living ; and, but few 
Their holy-charge, for confcience fake purfue : 
Which I by many fignes could make apparent, 
But that it is not yet within my Warrant, 
Loquuntur Curce leves ; little Cures 
Doe make men preach, whilfl poverty endures. 
Ingentes Jlupent \ but, large livings make 
Our Do5lors dumb ; condemne not my miflake : 
For, though I doe the Latine fentence wrong, 
That's true I tell you in the Englijh tongue. 

Our Nation, which of late ProphanenefTe hated, 
Is in that fin almofl lialionated. 
The Scriptures without reverence are ufed .• 
The holy phrafe, in jeilings, is abufed : 
To flout, or praife, or curfe, we can apply 
Gods holy word, moR irreligioufly : 
In Read of Emblemes, moving thoughts divine, 
The filthy pi<5lures of lewd Areune, 
Are found in many ClofTets. Foolifh lies, 
Prophane and moR lafcivious Elegies 

Are 
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Are publike made. Yea, thofe whom heretofore 

A heathen Emperour did fo abhor, 

That he, for them, their wanton Author fent 

To undergoe perpetuall banifliment : 

EVn thefe we reade ; and worfe than thofe, by far, 

Allowed paffe, and unreproved are. 

Nay, their vaine Authors often cherilht be : 

At lead, they have the favour to goe free. 

But, if a graver Mufi reprove their fin, 

Lord^ with what hafty zeale they caD it in ! 

How libellous they make it ! and how vile, 

Thou know^fl j and at their folly thou doll fmile. 

Full warily, the politick Divine^ 
(Who (hould allow it) fcanneth ev'ry Line 
Before it paffe ; each phrafe he doth fufpe<5l \ 
Although he findeth nothing to be chekt, 
He feares to Licence it And if by chance 
It paffe abroad, forthwith doth ignorance 
Miflake or mifapply ; and falfe and bade 
Conilrudlions are, of good expreffions made .* 
Yea, they who on the feats of ludgement fit, 
Are oft, mod ready to mifcenfure it. 

I would they were as forward to difgrace 
Thofe Authors^ who have fill'd ev'ry place 
With fruitleffe Volumes, For difperfed are 
Ev'n quite throughout this I/land ev*ry yeare, 
Ev'n many thou^nd Reames of fcurrile toyes, 
Songs, Rymes and Ballads, whofe vaine ufe deflroyes 
Or hinders Vertuous knowledge, and Devotion. 
And this we doe to further the promotion 
Of our Diana, Yet, behold, if we 
To publifli fome few fheets required be, 
Containing pyous Hymns, or Chriflian Songs, 
Or ought which to the praife of God belongs : 

We 
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We doe fo feare the hindrance of our gaine^ 
That like Xh'Ephefian Silver-fmiths, we faine 
A great complaint. As if to have enlarged 
A little Booke, had grievoufly o'recharged 
The Common-wealth. Whereas if it were'weigh'd, 
How much of late this Land is overlaid 
With triviall Volumes : or, how much they doe 
Corrupt our Manners^ and Religion too, 
By that abufive matter they contain e ; 
I fhould not feeme unjudly to complaine. 
Thefe times do fwarme with Pamphlets which be far 
More dangerous, then mortall poyfons are 
EVn in thofe bookes, whereby the fimple thought 
To find true knowledge, they their bane have caught : 
For, thence, ilrong Herefies (there being hid 
Amid fome doubtleffe Truths, a while unfpi'd) 
Steal out among the people, by degrees ; 
More mifchiefe working then each Reader fees. 
And, fo, to ruine knowledge, that is made 
An inflrument ; whereby it raifing had 
For (by their lucre, who the Churches peace 
Diflurb, their private profit to increafe) 
Thofe Doilrines which are unauthorifed. 
Are fo promifcuoufly divulg'd, and fpread. 
Among approved Vanities ; that fome 
Are in thofe Ldborinths amaz'd become : 
And, fuch a Contradidtion is in that 
Which their Confufed Pamphlets doe relate ; 
That, Common Readers, know not which to leave. 
Nor, which the Church of England AolCa receive. 
And, from this mifchiefe many others flow, 
Which will, in future times, more harmfuU grow. 
This, fpins vaine Controverfus to their length ; 
By this, mod Herefies receive their (Irength. 

And 
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And what diflradlion it already makes. 
Our griev'd Mother wofull notice takes. 
In (lead of adlive knowledge, and her fruit ; 
This filleth men with itchings of difpuiey 
And empty words ; whereby are fet abroach 
A thoufand quarrells, to the Truths reproach. 
The Se6larie5^ the Munkeyes^ and the Apes^ 
The Cubs and FoxeSy which do mar our Grapes \ 
The Wolves in (heep-skins, and our frantick rable 
Of WorJhip-mongerSy are innumerable. 
And, as the Churches quiet they molefl, 
So they each other fpightfully infeft 
We have fome Papijls : fome that halfe way goe : 
Some Semi-puritans \ fome, wholly fo ; 
Some Anabaptijis ; fome, who doe refufe 
Black puddings ; and good porke, like arrant lewes : 
Some alfo term'd Arminians are among 
Our Priejh and People^ very lately fprung. 
What mofl, fo call'd, profeffe, I lland not for : 
And what fome fay they teach, I doe abhor. 
But, what fome other, fo mifnam*d, beleeve, • 

Is that whereto bed Chriilians credit give. 
For, as we fee the mofl reformed man, 

By Libertines^ is termed a Puritan : \\ 

So (by our publinde Formalijls) all thofe 
Who new fantaflick crotchets doe oppofe, 
Begin to be mif-term'd Arminians now. 
And, hence e*re long will greater mifchieves grow 
Then mofl imagine. For, the foolifh feare, 
Lefl they to be Arminians may appeare, 
Or elfe be termed Puritans^ will make 
Great multitudes Religion quite forfake. 
And, I am half perfwaded, this will one {lohn 

Of thofe great Schifmes (or earthquakes) caufe which 

Fore- 
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Foretold in his Apocalyps ; and they 

Are bled, who (hall not thereby fall away. 

Some BrowniJiSf and fome FamUifts have we \ 

And fome, that no man can tell what they be ; 

Nor they themfelves. Some, feeme fo wondrous pure 

They no mens converfations can endure, 

Vnleffe they ufe their plaiftrings 3 and appeare 

In ev'ry formall garbe which they (hall weare. 

There be of thofe, who in their words deny, 

And hate the pra<5lice of Idolatry^ 

Yet make an Idol of their formall zeale, 

And underneath (Iridl holineife, conceale 

A m)rilery of evill, which deceives them, 

And, when they think all fafe, in danger leaves them. 

Their whole Rdigiofty fome doe place in hearing : 

Some, in the outward a6lion o{ forbearing 

III deeds ; or in wel doings though the heart 

In that performance beare no reall part. 

Some others, of their morall adlions make 

Small confcience : and, affirme that God doth take 

No notice how in body they tranfgreffe, 

If him they in their inward man confefle : 

As if a foule beloved could refide 

Within a body quite unfandlifide. 

Some, not contented in the adl of fm, 
Are growne fo impudent, that they begin 
To juftifie themfelves in wickednelTe ; 
Or, by quaint arguments, to make it leife : 
And, by fuch Monders, to fuch ends as this, 
The Chrijtian4iberty defamed is. 

NewfanglednefFe, Religion hath o'rethrowne ; 
And, many as fantailicall are growne 
In that, as in apparell. Some, delight 
In nothmg more then to be oppofite 

To 
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To other men : Their zeal they wholly fpend 
The prefent Government to reprehend ; 
The Churches difcipline to vilifie ; 
And raile, at all, which pleads Antiquitie. 

They love not peace : and therefore have fufpition 
Of Truth it felfe, if out of perfecution : 
And are fo thankleffe, or fo heedleffe be 
Of Gods great love, in giving fuch a free 
And plenteous meanes of publiftiing his word, 
That, what his Prophets of the lewes record, 
Some verefie in us. Much praife is given 
To that blinde age, wherein the Qiuene of heaven 
Was worfhipt here. And, falfly, we extoll 
Thofe Dayes, as being much more plentifull. 

Some, at the frequency of Preaching grutch, 
And, tyred with it, thinke wee have too much : 
Nay, impudently practice to fuppreffe 
That Exercife, and make our plenty leffe. 
And, that their doings may not want fome fayre 
Or goodly coulor, they doe call for Pray'r, 
In ftead thereof; as if we could not pray, 
Vntill our Preaching we had fent away. 

As thefe are fooliflily, or lewdly, wife ; 
We have fome others wantonly precife. 
So waywardly difpos'd, amidft our plenty. 
And through their curiofitie, fo dainty ; 
That, very many cannot well digell 
The Bread of life, but in their manner dreft 
Nor will Gods Manna, or that meafure ferve 
Which he provides ; But, they cry out they flarve, 
Vnleffe they feed upon their owne opinions, 
(Which are like Egypts Garlicke and her Onions) 
Some like not Prayer that's extemporary \ 
Some love not any that fet forme doth cary .• 

Some 
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Some thinke there's no devotion, but in thofe 

That howle, or whine, or fnuffle in the nofe ; 

As if that God vouchiafed all his Graces 

For fained geflures, ch: for fower faces. 

Some think not that the man, who gravely teacheth ; 

Or hath a fober geflure when he preacheth, 

Or gentle voyce : hath any zeal in him, 

And therefore, fuch like Preachers they contemne. 

Yea, they fuppofe that no mans do<5lrine laves 

The foule of any one, unleffe he raves, 

And rores aloud, and flings, and hurleth fo 

As if his armes he quite away would throw ; 

Or over-leap the Pulpii\ or els breake it : 

And this (if their opinion true may make it) 

Is to advance their voyces Trumpet-like^ 

As God commands .■ yea, this (they fay) doth flrike 

Sinne dead. Whereas, indeed, God feldome goes 

In whirlwinds : but is in the voyce of thofe 

VVho fpeake in meeknes. And it is not in 

The pow'r of noyfe to fhake the walls of finne : 

For clamors^ antique adiions, writhed lookes 

And fuch like mimmicke Rhetoricke none brookes 

That hath difcretion : neyther doth it move 

The heart of any, when we fo reprove ; 

Except it be in fome contrary motion, 

Which interrupts the hearers good devotion. 

The well aflfedled Chriftian pitties it ; 

It makes prophanefl men at naught to fet 

Gods Ordinance. Meere morall men defpife 

Such a£fe^tion .■ much it terriiies 

The ignorant : but very few from thence 

Receive found knowledge, or trve penitence. 

Some relifli nothing, but thofe points that are 
In controverfie : fome would nothing heare 

But 
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But fongs of Mercy ; fome, delight in none 
But Sans of Thunder ; and fcarce any one 
Is pleafd in what he heares. Nay, of their IVeachers, 
Mechanicks arrogate to be the teachers. 
Yea mod of us, what e're our Pajhr fayes, 
Keepe dill our owne opinions and our wayes. 
Xo heare and know Gods word, to fome among 
Our Nation, feemeth only to belong 
To Clergymen ; and, their implicite Faith 
Is built on what the common rumour (aith. 
Some others iiird with curioiity 
Affirme that ev'ry fev'rall myidery 
Within Gods Book included, doth conceme 
Ev'n each particular Chriflian man to learne : 
Whereas they might as well affirme, each guefl 
That is invited to a publike Feafl, 
Is bound the fev'rall diflies there to heed, 
And upon ev'ry meat before him feed. 
Nay, fome have almofl this imagination, 
That there is hardly hope of their falvation 
Who fpeake not Hebrew, And, this now adayes, 
Makes foolifh women, and young Prentifes 
To learne that holy Tongue ; in which they grow 
As cunning as doe thofe who nothing know, 
Save to be arrogant, and to contemne 
Thofe Paflors, who have taken charge of them. 
The appetite of fome growes dull, and failes, 
Vnleffe it may be pampered with Quailes ; 
High flying crotchets, which we fee do fill 
Not halfe fo many foules as fhey do kill. 
We cannot be content to make oiu- flights, 
For that which God expofeth to our fights^ 
And fearch for that which he is pleafd to ihow. 
But, we mull alfo pry, what God doth know. 

Which 
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Which was indeed an ancient fallacy 
Of Sathans \ and the very fame whereby 
He cheated Eve. From feeking to difclofe 
Beyond our warrant, what God only knowes, 
Proceedeth many errors. Thence doth come 
Mofl queftions that have troubled Chrijhndome. 
Yea, fearching things conceal'd, hath overthrowne 
The comfortable ufe of what is knowne. 

Hence flowes their fruitleife fond aifeveration, 
Who blundred on Eternall Reprobation^ 
And many groundleffe whimfies have invented, 
Whereby much better muzings are prevented. 

Of Reprobation I no doubt have made ; 
Yet, thofe vaine quarrellings which we have had, 
Concerning her, and her antiquity, 
(But that the world hath wifer fooles then I) 
Appeares to me to bring fo little fruits, 
That I fuppofe it fitter for difputes 
In hell (among the reprobated crue) 
Then for a Church of ChriJKans to purfue : 
At lead to braule about with fuch hot rage. 
As hath polfeil fome Spirits of this age. 
For, fome have urg'd this point of Reprobation^ 
As if the chiefefl ground-work of falvation 
Depended on beleeving, jull, as they 
(Deluded by their fancies) pleafe to fay. 
And, though they never found God's holy word 
Did any mention of the fame afford, 
But, as of ti art m \Mk did begin fince Time ; 
And with refpect to fome committed crime .• 
They, natheleffe, their flrengths together gather. 
To prove the Child is older then the Father, 
And, fince that fatall thred, there, finds her fpinning, 
But from of Old\ at farthell from Beginning : 

They 



499 



B R I T T A n's Cant. 8. 

They Reprabation, othcrwhile confound 
With our PredeJHnation ; which is found 
No where in all the Scripture, to refpedl 
The Reprobatesy but onely God*s Elect. 

And then they are compeld to prove the fenfe 
Of their darke Tmet^ by an inference ; 
And to affirme (from reafon) that Eleilion 
Etemall, doth infer the like rejection. 
(As if an adtion of Eternity y 
Were fit to fquare our (hallow reafons, by) 
Which Argument becaufe it hath not taken 
True faith, to ground on, may with eafe be (haken. 

Their tottering (lru<5hire, therefore, up to keep, 
They into Gods foreknowledge boldly peep, 
Beyond his warrant ; fearching for Decrees 
KxAfecrctSy farther tiien an Angeilitts: 
Prefuming then, as if all things they knew^ 
And had Eternity within their view. 
But, that hath fuch an infinite extenfion, 
Beyond their narrow-bounded comprehenfion, 
That, there they wander on, till they are madd : 
And loofe that little knowledge, which they had. 

For what are they but mad men who maintaine 
The giddie fancies of their owne weake braine, 
For Thefes of Religion^ which we muil 
Beleeve as they affirme them ; or be thruft 
Among the Reprobates f What leffe, I pray. 
Are they then madd, who foole their wits away 
In wheeling Arguments which have no end f 
In Straines which man (hall never apprehend ? 
In feeking what their knowledge doth exceed ? 
In vaine difputings, which contentions breed 
In ilrange Chymerdsy and fantailick notions, 
That neither ftirre us up to good devotions. 

Nor 
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Nor mend our manners? But our wayes pervert, 
Di(lra<5t the 7udgmmt, or pufF up the heart 
If this I may not madnes call, or folly, 
Tis (at the bcfl) religious melancholly. 
What (hal we iudg of thofe who ftrive to make (flake 
Gods word (whofe Termes and Scope they much mi- 
Their proofes for that whereof no proofes they are, 
And fleight thofe Truths^ for which the text is clear : 
What fhall we deeme of thofe, who quite miftaking 
Good Authors, (and their Volumes guilty making 
Of what they never meant) do preach and write 
Againfl thofe Bookes, with rancorous defpight, 
Which being well examined fay the fame 
Which they affinne, and check what they do blame. 
Such men there be, and they great noife haue made 
By fighting furioufly with their owne (hade. 

What may be thought of them, who likely, ever. 
In their perverfe opinions to perfever, 
Take knowledge up on trufl : and follow thofe 
WTio leade them on, as wild geefe fly in rowes ? 
And when their multitude is waxen great, 
Do then fo wilfully prejudicate, 
Become fo confident of that they hold. 
And in their blind affurance, fo are bold. 
That they can brook no tryall, neither fee 
Their overfights, how plaine fo ere they be ? 
But fondly fiiink (though we beleeve it not) 
That they infallibilitie have got ? 

Some pious men ; Yea, fome great Dodlors tread, 
Such LaborintJis ; and often are mifled 
By holding that which they at firft were taught. 
Without due proving all things as they ought : 
And vulgar men are often led awry. 
By their examples, and for company. 

For, 
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For, as a Traveller, that is to come 
From fome far Country, through large defarts, home ; 
(Not knowing well the way) is glad to take 
His courfe with fuch who fhowes of cunning make, 
And walks along, depending dill on them, 
Through many a wood, and over many a ilreame, 
Till he and they are loft .- there to remaine 
He finds no fafety, nor meanes back againe, 
Nor lift to leave his company ; becaufe 
He hopes that nearer homeward ftill he drawes. 
And that his guides fuU-fure of paiTage are, 
Although they cannot well defcribe it, there. 
So, when plaine men doe firft attempt the way 
Of knowledge, by their guides, they walk aftray. 
Without diftruft ; and when ariv'd they be 
Where many troublefome windings they do fee. 
And where no certaintie they can behold, 
Yet, on their leaders knowledge they are bold, 
Or on their multitude .• yea, though they know, 
And, fee them erre, and tume, and ftagger fo, 
(In darkfome paths) that well fuppofe they may, 
They rove and wander in an uncouth way ; 
Yet, ftill they are unwilling to fufpe<5l 
The wifdome of the Fathers of their Se6l. 
Yea, though no fatisfa6lion they can find, 
Though feares and doubtings do afflict their mind. 
They ftill impute it rather to their owne 
Infirmities, or to the depths unknowne 
Of thofe myfterious points, to mention brought ; 
But never call in queftion what is taught : 
Left being by thofe Teachers terrifide. 
They might forfaken in defpaire abide. 

Their Do^rs, alfo, failing to devife 
Strong Arguments, their hearers to fuffice j 

This 
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This courfe, to falve their credits, late have got ; 

They fay (forfooth) Faiths dodlrine fettles not 

With naturall capacities ; and that 

The Spirit mufl thofe men illuminate 

Who Hiall receive them. And, indeed in this, 

They doe both fay the truth, and fay amiife .• 

This is a lefuitifh juggling trick, 

And, if allow'd it be, each lunatick, 

And ev'ry brain-fick Dreamer, by that way, 

May foifl upon us all that he can fay. 

For, though Gods holy Spirit muft create 
New hearts within us, and regenerate 
Depraved nature, e're it can be able 
To make our outward healings profitable ; 
We mufl not think tliat all which fancy faith 
(In termes obfcure) are myfleries of Faith. 
Nor make the hearers want of powV to reach 
Their meanings, to be proofes of what they teach. 

There is twixt men, & that which they are taught. 
Some naturall proportion ; or tis naught. 
The deepefl myflery of our profefTion, 
Is capable of literall exprefTion, 
As well to Reprobates, as men elected \ 
Or elfe it may of error be fufpedled. 
Yea wicked men a power granted have 
To underfland, although they mifconceive. 
And can of darkefl points make plaine relations, 
Though to themfelves they faile in applications. 

God never yet did bid us take in hand 
To publifh that which none can underfland .* 
Much lefTe affe<5teth he a man fhould mutter 
Rude founds of that, whofe depth he cannot utter ; 
Or in uncertaine termes, as many doe. 
Who preach Non-fenfe, and ofl nan entia too. 

For 
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For thofe which man to man is bound to (how, 
Are fuch plaine Truths, as we by word may know ; 
Which when the hearer can exprefTe againe, 
The fruit hath equalled the Teachers paine. 

Then, though the foule doth many times conceive 
(By Faith, and by that Word which we receive) 
Deep myderies, and that which farre tranfcends 
A camall knowledge : though (he apprehends 
Some glimmerings of thofe Ohje^ls^ that are higher 
Then humane Reafon ever (hall afpire ; 
Though (he hath tailings of that ble(rednes, 
Which mortall tongue could never yet expreflfe ; 
And though the foule may have fome earned given 
On earth, of what it (hall enjoy in heauen ; 
Though Grod may when he lift (and now and then 
For caufe not ordinary) to fome men 
Vouchlafeth (for their fecret fatisfaftions) 
A few refledlions from etemall actions : 
Though this be fo, let no man arrogate 
That he fuch fecrets can by word relate. 
For, they are things, of which no voyce can preach ; 
High flights, to which no mortall wing can reach ; 
Tis Gods owne worke, fuch raptures to convay, 
To compafTe them there is no other way, 
But by his bleffed Spirit. And, of thofe 
Moft can we not ; fome muft we not difclofe. 
For, if they onely touch out private ftate. 
They were not fent, that we (hould them relate ; 
But daigned that the foule they ftrengthen might 
Amid the perills of fome fecret fight \ 
When men to honor God, or for their fmn. 
The terrors of this life are plunged in. 
And, as it is reputed of thofe things. 
Which foolifh people thinke fome Fairy brings, 

So, 



504 



Cant 8. Remembrancer. 252 

So, of Enthufiafmes fpeake I may \ 
Difcover them, and ilraight they flye away. 
For, thus they fare who boafl of ReifdationSy 
Or of the certainty of their SalvationSy 
Or any ghoflly gift, at times or places, 
Which warrant not the mention of fuch graces : 
Yea, by revealing things which they fhould hide. 
They entrance make for over-weening pride : 
And that quite marres the bleiTmg they pofTed, 
Or, for awhile obfcureth it. at beft .• 

And yet, if any man (hall climbe fo high. 
That they attaine unto a Myjkryy 
ConceiVd by few ; they may, if they be able, 
Difdofe it where it may be profitable. 
But, they mud know, that (if it be, indeed, 
Of iuch tranfcendency, as doth exceed 
Meere naturall reaches) it fhould be declared 
To none, fave unto thofe who are prepared 
For fuch conceptions \ and more apt to know them 
By their owne thoughts, then are our words to fhow 
Fife, all they utter will ui clouds appeare, (them. 

And, errors men for truths, away will beare. 

Would this had beene obferv'd a little more, 
By fome, who in our Congregations roare 
Of Gods unknowne Decrees^ Etemall'CalUngs^ 
Of Perfevcrance^ and of Finall Fallings^ 
And fuch like MyJierUs, Or elfe, I would 
That they their meanings better utter could, 
(If well they meant) For, though thofe points afford 
Much comfort and inflrudlion (as Gods word 
Hath mentioned them) and may applyed be. 
And opened, when we jufl occafion fee ; 
Yet, as mofl handle them, who now adayes 
Do pafTe for Preachers, with a vulgar praife, 

Y They 
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They profit not : for, this ripe age hath young 
And forward wits, who by tiieir fluent tongue, 
And able memories, a way have found 
To build a houfe, e're they have laid the ground. 
With common places, and with notes purloin'd, 
(Not well applyed, and as ill conjoyn'd) 
A garb of preaching thefe have foone attained, 
Which hath, with many, approbation gained 
Beyond their merit. For, they take in hand 
Thofe myfleries they neither underfland, 
Nor iludied on. And, they have much diilra^ed 
Some hearers, by their dodlrines ill compa6led : 
Yea, by enquiring out what Go^fore-fies^ 
And medling much with his unknowne Decrees^ 
The Churches peace fo much diflurb'd have they ; 
So foule and crooked made Faiths plained way ; 
Such fcandals raif 'd ; and interrupted fo, 
By doubts impertinent, what men (hould do ; 
And, their endeavors nuUifide, fo far, 
That many of them at a nonplus are. 

I am not of their minds, who take from this 
And other things, that are performed amiffe, 
Occafion to difparage frequent preaching ; 
Or, to abate our plenteoufnelTe of teaching : 
For, of our Harvejl^ Lord, I humbly pray, 
The flore of Labourers continue may. 
And, I could alfo wifh, that none were chofe 
To be a feed-man, till he truly knowes 
The Wheat from Tares ; and is indu'd with reafon, 
And grace, to fow in order, and in feafon. 
And that thofe ardelTe workmen may be (laid, 
Who build before foundations they have laid : 
Left, when our Church well built, fuppofe we (hall, 
It Ank, and overwhelme us in the fall. 

It 
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It pities me to marke what rents appeare 
Within our Sy(m \ and what daubings are 
To hide the ruines ; and I feare the frame 
Will totter, if we long negle<5l the fame. 
Our Watchmen^ for the greater part, are growne 
Leife mindfuU of Gods honor, then their owne : 
For either almofl wholly we omit 
That worke, or undifcreetly follow it. 

Some, fpeak the truth, without (incere intention, 
As they who preach the Gofpdl for contention. 
Some, by their wicked lives do give offence, 
And harden men in their impenitence. 
As if nor hell nor heaVn they did beleeve, 
They riot, game, drink drunk, and whore, and theeve. 
For avarice, and envy, none are worfe ; 
They are malicious, and blafpheme, and curfe, 
As much as any others. None are more 
Regardleffe of the foule that's meane and poore ; 
Among their neighbours, none more quarrelfome. 
Or, that more hardly reconciled become. 
Then many ClergU-men. And as we fee 
They are the beft of men, when good they be ; 
So there are none that wander more ailray. 
When they have left a fianctified way. 

Some Failors are too hot ; and fome too cold ; 
And, very few the golden temper hold. 
Some, at the Papift with fuch madneffe fling. 
As if they could not utter any thing 
Of them too vile \ though neVe fo falfe it were : 
And, we fo ufed by their Jefuits are. 
Some others at the Puritan do flrike, 
So furioufly, that they are often like 
To wrong the Proteftants\ for, men impofe 
That name, fometimes, upon the bed of thofe. 

Y 2 Yea 
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Yea, they who are profane, that name mif-lay 
On all who make a confdence of their way. 
Some Shepheards on their flocks are gorg'd at full, 
And fumptuoufly arrayed in their wooll. 
But, thofe that are difeafd, they make not flrong ; 
Their ficklieil (heepe they feldome come among ; 
They take no care, the broken up to bind, 
The Sheep thaf s loft, they doe not feeke to find ; 
They let fuch wander as will run aftray ; 
And, many times their fury fo doth fray 
The lender confcience; that their indifcretion 
Doth fright their hearers headlong to perdition. 

Gods bounty hath large paftorage provided; 
But, they have not his flocks with wifedome guided : 
For, in the midft of plenty, fome be ready 
To ftarve in ignorance. Some (heep are headdy; 
Some get the ftaggers ; fome the fcab ; and they 
Infe<Sl their fellowes. Some the wantons play 
Among the thomes and biyers, which have tome 
The marks and fleeces, which they (hould have worn. 
Some ftraggle from the flock \ and they are ftraight 
Surpriz'd by Wolves, which lye for them in wait 
Some, fought large feeding, and ranck paftures got, 
Which prov'd not wholfome ; & they caught the Rot 

For, many preach themfelves, and fancies broach, 
That fcandall preaching, to the Truths reproach. 
Yea, fome terme that (forfooth) Gods word divine. 
Which would halfe ihame me, fhould they teime it 
And they we fee, that longeft pray and fpeak (mine. 
Are priz'd of raoft (though head nor foot they make) 
Becaufe the common hearers of this land. 
Think beft of that, which leaft they underftand. 

Some, alfo, by their feet difturb the Springs; 
Or trample and defile Gods pafturings ; 

And 
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And they are either fuch who make obfcure 
Faiths principles ; or, fuch whofe lives impure 
Prophane their Dodlrines. Other fome have we, 
Who (like the beads that over gamefome be) 
Doe pufh their weaker brethren with their homes ; 
And hunt them from the flock, by wrongs, or fcorns. 

Gods houfeSy alfo, much negle<5ted are ; 
And of his Saniluaries^ few have care. 
A bame, or any common houfe or roome, 
Is thought as well Gods worlhip to become, 
As in the Churches infancy ; or there, 
Where wants, and wars, and perfecutions are. 
Amidfl our peace and plenties, we do grutch 
Our Oratories fliould be trimm'd as much 
As are our vulgar dwellings ; and repine 
That exercifes which are moil divine, 
Should with more Rites^ or Ornaments^ be done, 
Then when tlie troublous times afforded none. 
As if a Garden^ when the flow'rs are blowne. 
Were ilill to look as when it firfl was fowne. 

To worfliip fo in fpirit, we pretend 
That, in our bodies, we doe fcarcely bend 
A leg, or move a cap, when there we be, 
Where Gods mod holy Myjleries we fee. 
Yea, many feeme fo careful! to have bin, 
To let no SuperJHtion enter in, 
That they have, almoil, wholly banifht hence, 
All Decency y and pious Reverence. 

The- Churchy by Lukewarme ChriJHanSy is negledl 
By brutifli Ath^fls it is difrefpeded ; 
By greedy Worldlings, robbed of her fleeces ; 
By felfe-wiird Schifmaticks^ nigh tome in pieces ; 
By TyraniSy and by Infidels oppofed ; 
By her blind Guides, to hazard oft expofed ; 

Y3 By 
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By Hypocrites, injurioufly defamed ; 

And, by the frailties of the bell, oft (hamed. 

A pow'r ecclefiailicall is granted 
To them, full often, who thofe minds have wanted 
Becomming fuch Authority : and they 
Play faft and loofe, ev'n with the Churches Key. 
They ccnfure and abfolve, as beft (hall make 
For their advantage ; not for confcience fake. 
As they fhall pleafe, they punifh or connive ; 
And, by the peoples follies they do thrive. 
Of evill cuftomes, many are we fee 
Infinuated, and fo ftri6t are we 
To keep them, that we fottifhly deny 
To leave them, for what more would edifie : 
And we fo much do Innovations feare, 
That needfull Reformations none appeare. 

We have prophaned ev'ry holy thing ; 
Ev'n our moft Chriftian Feafls^ which are to bring 
Gods Mercies to our thoughts ; and ihemorize 
Of Saving-Grace, the facred Myjkries : 
Some have ev'n thofe gain-fayed ; and, in that 
Have evill fpoken, of they know not what 
Some others keep them \ but, as heathnifhly, 
As Feafts of Bacchus ; and impiety 
Is then fo rife, that God is rarely nam'd 
Or thought upon, except to be blafphem'd. 

By thefe, and other wayes, the Church doth lofe 
Much honor, to the glory of her foes, 
And our great ftiame and loife : for, her decayes 
Shall be this Realmes difprofit, and difpraife. 

God hath a controverfie with our Lord\ 
And, in an evill plight affaires do ftand. 
Abready we doe fmart for doing ill ; 
Yet, us the hand of God affli<5leth ftill, 

And 
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And many fee it not ; as many be 

So wilfully that his hand they will not fee. 

Some, plainly view the fame, but nothing care : 

Some, at the fight thereof amazed are 

Like Balthazar ; and have a trembling heart, 

Yet, will not from their vanities depart 

About fuch matters, other fome are loth 
Their thoughts to bufie (meerly out of floth) 
Like him, who rather would in hazard put 
His life, then rife from bed the doore to (hut 
Some, dreame that all things doe by chance fucceed. 
And that I prate more of tihem then I need. 
But, HeaVn and Earth, to witneffe I invoke. 
That, cauflefly, I nothing here have fpoke. 

If this, oh Hckly Handy thou beleeve. 
And for thy great infirmity (halt grieve, 
And, grieving of thy follies make confeffions ; 
And fo confefTe thine infinite tran^effions. 
That thou amend thofe errors : God fhall then 
Thy manifold diflempers cure agen ; 
Make all thy skarlet fins as white as fnow. 
And cafl his threatned judgement on thy foe. 
But, if thou (fondly thinking thou art well) 
Shalt fleight this Meffage^ which my Mufe doth tell, 
And fcome her counfeU ; If thou (halt not rue 
Thy former wayes ; but, frowardly purfue 
Thy wilfiill comfe : then, harke what I am bold, 
(In fpight of all thy madneffe) to unfold. 
For, I will tell thy Fortune \ which, when they 
That are unbome, fhall read, another day ; 
They will beleeve Gods mercy did infufe 
Thy Pods brefl with a prophetick Mufe. 
And know, that he this Author did prefer. 
To be fi-om him, this lies Rembmbranckr. 

Y4 If 
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If thou, I fay, oh Britaine ! (halt retaine 
Thy crying finnes, thou doil prefume in vaine, 
Of Gods proteftion. If thou (lop thine eare, 
Or bume this Rowle^ in which recorded are 
Thy ju(l Inditements ; it (hall written be 
With new additions, deeply (lampt on thee 
With fuch Charaihrs^ that no time (hall race 
Their fatall image, from thy fcarred face. 
Though haughtily thou do(l thy felfe difpofe, 
Becaufe the Sea thy borders doth enclofe. 
Although upon the Rocks thy neaft is plac'd ; 
Though thou among the Stars thy dwelling haft ; 
Though thou encreafe thy (hips ; and unto that 
Which is thine owne, with King lehofophaiy 
loyne Ahabs forces. Though thou watch and ward. 
And all thy Ports and Havens ftrongly guard ; 
Although thou multiply thy inland forces, 
And mufter up large troups of men and horfes ; 
Though like an Eagle^ thou thy wings difplay*ft, 
And (high thy felfe advancing) proudly (ay'ft ; 
I fit aloft y and arnfo high^ that none 
Can fetch me from the place I reft upon. 
Yea, though thou no advantages didft want. 
Of which the gloriouft Emperies did vaunt ; 
Yet, fure, thou (halt be humbled and brought low ; 
Ev*n then, perhaps, when leaft thou fear'ft it fo. 

Till thou repent, provifions which are made 
For thy defence, or others to invade. 
Shall be in vaine ; and ftill, the greater coft 
Thou (halt beftow, the honor that is loft 
Shall be the greater ; and thy wafted ftrength, 
Be fick of a Confuntption, at the length. 
Thy Treaties^ which for peace or profit be, 
Shall neither peace, nor profit, bring to thee. 

Or 
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Or, if thy Counfels profper for a while, 

God will permit it, onely to beguile 

Thy fooliflineffe ; and tempt thee on, to run 

Some courfes, that will bring his Judgement on. 

Yea, all thy winnmgs (hall but fewell be. 

To feed thofe follies that now fpring in thee ; 

And make (with vengeance) thofe the more enrag* 

Who fhall for thy corre<5lion be engaged. 

What ever threatned in Gods Book hath bin, 

Againft a wicked people for their fin. 

Shall come on thee : His hand (hall be for ill, 

On ev'iy Mountaine, and high-raifed HilL 

Thy lofty Cedars, and thy (lurdy Oakes, 

Shall feele the fury of his thunder-droakes. 

Vpon thy Ships, thy Havens, and thy Ports, 

Vpon thy Armes, thy Armies, and thy Forts, 

Vpon thy pleafures and conunodities, 

Thy Crafts mechanick, and thy Merchandize ; 

On all the fruits, and cattell in thy fields, 

On what the Ayre, or what the Water yeelds, 

On Prince, and People ; on both weak, and (Irong, 

On Prieft, and Prophet ; on both old and yong ; 

Yea, on each perfon, place, and ev'rything. 

The plague it hath deferved God (hall bnng. 

What ever thou doft hope, he frudrate (hall ; 
And, make what e're thou feared, on thee fall 
This pleafant foyle, wherein fuch plenty growes ; 
And where both milke and honey overflowes. 
Shall for thy peoples wickedne(re be made 
A Land as barren, as what never had 
Such plenties in it. God (hail drive away 
Thy pleafant Fowles, and all thofe Fi(h that play 
Within thy waters ; and for whofe great dore 
Some other Nations would have prais'd him more. 

Y 5 Thofe 
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Thofe RiverSy that have made thy Vallies rich, 

Shall be like ilreames of ever-buming Fitch. 

Thy duil as Brimilone ; fields as hard and dry 

As iron is ; the Firmament^ on high, 

(like brafTe) (hall yeeld thee neither rain nor dew, 

The hope of wafled blefftngs to renew. 

A leannefle, Ihall thy fatneffe quite devoure j 

Thy Wheat (hall in the place of wholfome flowre, 

Yeeld nought but bran. In ilead of grafle and come, 

Thou (halt in times of harved, reap the thome, 

The thidle, and the bryar. Of their (hadowes 

Thy Graves (hall robbed be. Thy flow'ry Medowes 

Shall (lerile waxe. There (hall be feldome feene 

Sheep on thy Downes ; or Shepherds on the greene. 

Thy walks, diy gardens, and each pleafant plot, 

Shall be as thofe where men inhabit not 

Thy Villages^ where goodly dweUings are, 

Shall (land as if they unfrequented were. 

Thy Cities^ and thy Palaces^ wherein 

Mod neatne(re and magnificence hath bin, 

Shall heaps of rubbi(h be ; and (as in thofe 

Demoli(ht Abbies^ wherein Dawes, and Crowes, 

Now make their neds) the bramble, and the nettle. 

Shall in their halls, and parlours, root, and fettle. 

Thy Princes houfes, and thy wealthy Ports, 

Now fiU'd with men of all d^rees and forts, 

Shall no inhabitants in them retaine. 

But fome poore Fi(herman, or country Swaine, 

Who of thy glories, when the marks they fee, 

Shall wonder what thofe mighty mines be ; 

As now they doe, who old foundations find. 

Of Townes and Cities, peri(ht out of mind. 

The places where much people meetings had. 
Shall vermine holes, and dens for beads be made. 

Or 
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Or walks for Sprights^ who from thofe uncouth rooms 
Shall fright the pafTenger, which that way comes. 
Tn {lead of mirth and tatighter^ lamentation 
Shall there abide .- and, loathfome defolation^ 
In ilead of company. Where once was heard 
Sweet melody, men fhall be made afeard 
With hideous cries, and bowlings of defpaire. 
Thy very Climate^ and thy temp'rate ayre, 
Shall lofe their wholfomnefle, for thy offences : 
And breed hot Fevers^ Murraines^ PeftUences^ 
And all difeafes. They that now are trained 
In eafe, and with foft pleafures entertained j 
In (lead of idle games, and wanton dances, 
Shall pra^ife how to handle guns, and launces : 
And be compelled to leave their friends embraces, 
To end their lives in divers uncouth places ; 
Or elfe, thy face, with their owne blood defile, 
In hope to keep themfelves, and thee, from fpoile. 

Thy beautious Women (whofe great pride is more 
Then theirs, whom Efay blamed heretofore) 
In (lead of paintings, and of coflly fents, 
Of glittering gems, and precious ornaments, 
Shall weare deformity about their faces ; 
And, being rob'd of all their tempting graces, 
Feele wants, difeafes, and all fuch like things, 
Which to a wanton Lover lothing brings. 

Thy God, (hall for thy overflowing vices, 
Scourge thee with Scorpions^ Serpents^ Cockatrices^ 
And other fuch ; whofe tailes with flings are armed, 
That neither can be plucked forth, nor charmed. 
Thou fhalt not be fuffiz'd when thou art fed ; 
Nor fhalt thou fuffer fcarcity of bread 
And temp*rall food alone ; but, of that meat, 
Whereof the faithfull foule defires to eate. 

That 
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That curfe of ravenous beafls, which God had (aid, 
Vpon a wicked kingdome (hall be laid. 
He will inflidl on thee. For, though there be 
No Tygcrs, Lyons, Wolves, or Beares in thee, 
By beaily minded men (that (hall be farre 
More cruell then thofe bloody fpoilers are) 
Thou (halt be tome : For, each man (hall a(ray 
His fellow to devoure as lawfull prey. 

In (lead of LyonSy Tyrants thou (halt breed ; 
Who nor of Confcience, nor of Law take heed ; 
But, on the weak mans portion lay their paw, 
And, make their PUafures^ to become their Law, 
In (lead of Tigers^ men of no compa(rion, 
A furious, and a wilfull generation. 
Shall fill thy borders. Theeves, and outlawes vile. 
Shall hunt the wayes, and haunt the woods for fpoile, 
As Beares, and Wolves, A fubtile cheating crew 
(That will with tricks and coufnages purfue 
The fimpler fort) (hall here encreafe their breed ; 
And, in their fubtleties the Fox exceed. 
That hoggi(h herd, which alwayes rooting are 
Within the ground, and never upward reare 
Their grunting fnouts; nor fix their eyes on heav'n, 
To look from whence their daily food is giv'n .• 
Thofe filthy fwini(h livers, who defire 
To feed on drafife, and wallow in the mire ; 
Thofe, who affedl ranke pudles, more then fprings ; 
To trample and defpife mod precious things ; 
The holy to prophane j Gods herbs oi grace 
To nouzle up 3 his Vineyard to deface ; 
And fuch like harmes to doe : thefe (hall thy fields, 
Marre worfe, then thofe wilde Bores the de£urt yeelds. 

If thou remaine impenitent, thou art 
Like Egypt ; and, fo Aony is thy heart. 
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For which obdurateneffe, thofe plagves will all 
Defcend on thee, which did on Egypt fall. 
Blood, FrogSy and Lice, great fwarms of uncouth Flies, 
Th' infe<5lious Murraine, whereof Cattle dyes ; 
Boiles, Scabs,2MABlaines; fierce Hail, & Thundcr-Jhrms-, 
The Locufly and all fruit devouring Wormes. 
Groffe Darkneffe, and the Death of thofe that be 
Thy Darlings ; all thofe Plagues fhall fall on thee, 
According as the Letter doth imply, 
Or, as in myJHck fenfe they fignifie. 

Thy purefl Rivers God (hall tume to blood ; 
With ev'ry Lake, that hath beene fweet and good. 
£v*n in thy nodrils he (hall make it (linke ; 
For, nothing (hall thy people eate or drinke, 
Vntill their owne, or others blood it cod ; 
Or, put their lives in hazard to be loft. 

Moft loathfome Frogs \ that is, a race impure, 
Of bafe condition, and of birth obfcure, 
(Ev'n in unwholfome fens, and ditches, bred) 
Shall with a clowni(h rudenelfe over-fpread 
Thy pleafant'ft fields ; Ihy faireft roomes po(re(re \ 
And make unwholfome (by their (lutti(hnefre) 
Thy kneading troughs, thy ovens, and that meat, 
Whereof thy people, and thy Princes eat 
This hatefull brood, (hall climbe to croak and fing. 
Within the lodging chambers of the King, 
Yea, there make pra6lice of thofe naturall notes, 
Which KTue from their evil-founding throats : 
To wit, vaine brags, revilings, ribaldries. 
Vile (landers, and unchriftian blafphemies. 

The Land, (hall breed a nafty Generation, 
Vnworthy either of the reputation 
Or name of men. For, they as Lice (hall feed 
Ev'n on the body whence they did proceed ; 

Till 
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Till poverty, and flovenry, and floth, 

Have quite difgrac'd them, and confum'd them, both- 

There (hall, moreover, fwarmes of divers HicSj 
Engendred be in thy profperities, 
To be a plague : the FUJh-flye (hall corrupt 
Thy favory meats ; Muflsetoes interrupt 
The weary traveller ; thou (halt have DramSy 
DoreSy Hornets^ IVafps^ and fuch like angry-ones, 
Who reprefent that fwarme whofe buzzing tongues 
(Like (lings) are ufed in their neighbours wrongs : 
And, (lili are dying, and (lill humming fo. 
As if they meant fome weighty works to do, 
When as, upon the common (lock they fpend ; 
And nought performe of that which they pretend. 
Thy Butter-flies (hall plague thee too ; ev'n thofe. 
Who wade their Lands and Rents, in gawdy clothes, 
Or idle flutterings ; and then fpawne their feed, 
Vpon thy goodly'ft flow'rs, and herbs to feed. 

As Beajls deflroyed by the Marraine be, 
So, they that are of beailly life in thee, 
By lewd example fhall infedl each other ; 
And in their foule difeafes rot together. 

On all thy people, of what fort fo'ere, 
^hsiSifcabSy and hiks^ and running y2rr^5 appeare, 
The fruits of their corruption. Yea, with paines 
(Within their confcience, and with fears and blaines 
Of outward infamy) they (hall be grieved ; 
And, in their tortures peri(h, unrelieved. 

Tempe(luousyA7r/«^i, upon this lie (hall fall, 
Hot Thunder-bolts ^ and HaUe-flones therewithall ; 
Men, either too too hot, or too too cold \ 
Or elfe lukewarme. But, few or none (hall hold 
A rightfuU temper : and, thefe meteors will 
Thy borders with a thoufand mifchieves fill 

The 
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The Locujl alfo and the Palmer wromes. 
Shall prey on what efcapeth from the Starmes : 
Not they alone, which on the grafle do breed ; 
But, alfo, they who from the Pit proceed 
Which hath no bottome / and, when any thing 
Doth by the dew of heav'n begin to fpring, 
They (hall devoure the fame, till they have left thee, 
Nor leafe, nor bloffome ; but, of all bereft thee. 

Then, fhaU a darkneffe foUow, far more black, 
Then when the light corporeall thou dofl lack. 
For, groffeft Ignorance^ oYefhadowing all, 
Shall in fo thick a darkneffe thee inUirall, 
That, thou a blockifh people (halt be made, 
Still wandring on in a deceiving (hade ; 
Midruding thofe that fafeft paths are (howing ; 
Moft truding them, who counfell thy undoing j 
And aye tormented be with doubts and feares. 
As one that outcries, in darke places heares. 

Nor (hall the hand of God from thee retume, 
Till he hath alfo fmote thine ddejl-honu. 
That is, till he hath taken from thee quite, 
Ev'n that whereon thou fetil thy whole delight ; 
And filled ev'ry houfe throughout this Nation, 
With deaths unlooked for, and lamentation. 

So great (hall be thy mine, and thy (hame, 
That when the neighboring kingdomes hear the fame 
Their eares (hall tingle. And when that day comes. 
In which thy follies mud receive their doomes ; 
A day of clouds, a day of gloomine(re, 
A day of black defpaire, and heavinefTe, 
It will appeare. And, then thy vanities, 
Thy gold, thy filver, thy confederacies, 
And all thofe reeds on which thou h^Ul depended, 
Will faile thy trud, and leave thee unbefriended. 

Thy 
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Thy King^ thy Priefts & Prophets^ then fhal moum ; 
And, peradventure, fainedly retume 
To beg of God to fuccour them : but, they 
Who will not harken to his voice to-day, 
Shall cry unheeded : and he will defpife 
Their vowes, their prayers, and their facrifice .• 

A fea of troubles, all thy hopes fhall fwallow : 
As waves on waves, fo plague on plague fhall follow. 
And, everything that was a blefling to thee, 
Shall tume to be a curfe, and helpe undo thee. 

Thy Soifraignes have to thee thy Fathers bin ; 
By meanes of them hath peace beene kept within 
Thy fea-girt limits : they, thy weale befriended, 
The bleffed Faith they ftoutly have defended : 
And, thou had caufe of goodly hopes in him. 
Who hath, of late, put on thy Diadem, 
But know, that (till thou (halt repent) no part 
Belongs to thee of what is his defert 
His princely vertues, to his owne availe, 
Shall profit much : but, they to thee (hall faile. 
To thee his clemency fhall feeme fevere. 
His favours all, fhall injuries appeare ; 
And when thy fm is fully ripe in thee. 
Thy Prince and People, then, alike fhall be. 
Thou fhalt have Babes to be thy Kingi^ ; or worfe, 
Thofe Tyrants who by cruelty and force 
Shall take away thy ancient freedomes quite, 
From all their Suhje6ls ; yea themfelves delight 
In their vexations : and, all thofe that are 
Made flaves thereby, fliall murmur, yet not dare 
To flir againfl them. By degrees, they fhall 
Deprive thee of thy patrimonies all ; 
Compell thee (as in other Lands, this day) 
For thine owne meat, and thine owne drink to pay. 

And, 
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And, at the lail, begin to exercife 

Vpon thy fonnes, all heathnifh tyrannies, 

As jufl Prerogatives, To thefe intents, 

Thy Nobles fliall become their inflruments. 

For, they who had tlieir birth from noble races, 

Shall (fome and fome) be brought into difgraces : 

From offices they (hall excluded (land : 

And all their vertuous off-fpring, from the Land, 

Shall quite be worne : in (lead of whom (hall rife 

A brood advanced by impieties, 

By flattery, by purchafe, and by that 

Which ev'ry truly-noble one doth hate. 

From (lems obfcure, and out of meane profe(rions, 

They (hall afcend and mount by their ambitions, 

To feats oiIuJHce\ and thofe Names to beare, 

Which honor'd moft within thefe Kingdomes are. 

And being thither got, (hall make more (Irong 

Their new-built Greatneffe^ by encreafmg wrong : 

To thofe, will fome of thefe themfelves unite. 
Who by their births to Lordly Stiles have right ; 
But, vicioufly confuming their eftate, 
Did from their fathers worths degenerate. 
By this Confederacy^ their nobler bloods 
Shall countenance the others ill got goods ; 
The others wealth againe, (hall keep from fcome 
Their beggery, who have beene nobly borne : 
And, both together, being elfe unable, 
(In their ill courfe to make their (landing (lable) 
Shall feek how they more great, and (Irong, may grow 
By compaflTmg the publike over-throw. 

They (hall abufe thy KingSy with tales, and lyes ; 
With feeming love, and fervile flatteries. 
They (hall perfwade them they have powV to make 
Their Wils^ their Law\ and as they pleafe to take 

Their 
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Their peoples goods, their children, and their lives, 
Ev'n by their jufl and due Prerogatives, 

When thus much they have made them to beleeve, 
Then, they (hall teach them praftices to grieve 
Their fubjedls by; and, inftruments become 
To helpe the fcrewing up, by fome and feme, 
Of Monarchies to Tyrannies, They ihall 
Abufe Eeligion, Honejfy, and all, 
To compafie their delignes. They (hall devife 
Strange projedls; and with impudence, and lyes, 
Proceed in fetling them. They (hall forget 
Thofe reverent u(ages, which do befit 
The majedy of State \ and raile, and (lormei 
When they pretend diforders to reforme. 
In their high CounfelSy and where man (hould have 
Kind admonitions, and reprovings grave, 
When they offend ; they (hall be threatned there. 
Or fcoft, or taunted, though no caufe appeare. 

It is unfeemly for a Judge to (it 
And exercife a jibing Schoole-boyes wit 
Vpon their trades, or names, who (land before 
Their judgement feats : but, who doth not abhor 
To heare it, when a Magidrate obje<£ls, 
Birth, poverty, or perfonall defedls 
In an upbraiding wife ? Or, who with me 
Derides it not, when in our Courts we fee 
Thofe men, whofe bodies are both old and weake, 
(Forgetting grave and ufefull things to fpeake) 
Vent Giants words, and bridle up, as tho 
Their very breath could armies overthrow : 
Whereas 4>oore weaklings) were there in ^€a places 
No more authority, then in their faces, 
Their perfons, or their language, all their chafing. 
And threatning, nothing would effeiSt but laughing. 

For, 
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For, unto me big looks, and crying hoh^ 
As dreadfull feemes, as when a child cryes hoh 
To fright his Nurfe ; yea, fuch a bug-beare fafhion 
£ffe(5leth nought but fcomfuU indignation. 

But in thofe times (which nearer are then fome 
Suppofe perhaps) fuch Rhetorick will come 
To be in ufe ; and arguments of Reafon^ 
And juft proceedings, will be out of feafon. 
Their wifdome (hall be folly ; and, goe nigh 
To bring contempt on their Authority. 
Their Counfell-TabU (hall a fnare be made, 
And thofe 'gaind whom they no jufl matter had, 
At firil appearance, (hall be urg'd to fay 
Some word or other, e're they part away. 
Which will betray their innocence to blame. 
And bring upon them detriment and (hame : 
Yea, many rimes (as David hath of old. 
Concerning fuch oppreffors, well foretold) 
To humble crouchings, and to fained fhowes, 
Defcend they (hall, to worke mens overthrowes : 
And, what their fubtlety doth faile to gaine, 
They (hall by rigour, and by force obtaine. 

What ever from thy people they can teare 
Or borrow, they (hall keep, as if it were 
A prize which had beene taken from the Foe : 
And, they (hall make no confcience what they do 
To prejudice Pojkrity. For, they 
To gaine their lud, but for the prefent day, 
Shall with fuch love unto themfelves endeavor. 
That (though they knew it would undoe for ever 
Their owne poderity) it (hall not make 
Thofe Manjkrs any better courfe to take. 

Nay, God (hall give them up for their ofifences, 
To fudi uncomely reprobated fenfes : 

And, 
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And, blinde them fo, that (when the axe they fee 
Ev'n hewing at the root of their owne tree, 
By their owne handy flrokes) they (hall not grieve 
For their approaching fall : no, nor beleeve 
Their fall approacheth ; nor affume that heed 
Which might prevent it, till they fall indeed. 

Thy Princes^ Brittaitty in thofe dayes, wDl be 
Like roaring Lyons, making prey of thee. 
God fhall deliver thee into their hand, 
And they (hall a<£l their pleafure in the Land ; 
As once his Prophet threatned to that Nation, 
Which doth exemplifie thy Defolation, 

Thy Kings (as thou haft wadlowed in exce(re) 
Shall take delight in drinke, and wantonne(re. 
And, thofe whom thou dofl call thy NobU-ones 
Shall to the very marrow, gnaw thy bones. 
Thy Lawyers wilfully (hall wreft thy Lawes, 
And (to the mine of the common Caufe) 
Shall mif-interpret them, in hope of grace 
From thofe, who may difpoile them of their place. 
Yea, that whereto they are obliged, both 
By Confcience, by their Callings and their Oath 
To put in execution, they (hall feare, 
And, leave them helpleffe, who oppreflTed are. 
Thy Prelats in the fpoyle of thee (hall (hare ; 
Thy PrteJiSy as light (hall be, as thofe that are 
The meaneft perfons. All their Prophecies, 
Or preachings, (hall be herefies and lyes. 
The word of truth in them (hall not remaine, 
Their lips no wholefome knowledge (hall retaine ; 
And all his outward meanes oi faving-Grace^ 
Thy God (hall cary to another place. 

Mark well oh Brittain ! what I now (hall fay, 
And doe not (leightly pa(re thefe words away ; 

But 
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But, be aflured that when God beginnes, 
To bring that vengeance on thee, for thy fmnes, 
Which hazzard with thy total overthrow. 
Thy Prophets and thy Priejls fliall fliely fow 
The feeds of that diflention, and fedition, 
Which Time will ripen for thy fad perdition, 
Ev'n they, who formerly, were of thy peace 
The happy inftruments, (hall then increafe 
Thy troubles mod. And, ev'n as when the lewes 
Gods truth-prefaging Prophets did abufe, 
He fuffred thofe who preached in his Namcj 
Such falfehoods as the chiefefl caufe became 
Of their deflrudlion : fo if thou go on 
To make a fcome (as thou hall often done) 
Of them who feeke thy welfare, hee will fend 
YdXit prophets^ that (hall bring thee to thine end. 
By faying all things thou would have them fay : 
And lulling thee afleep in thine owne way. 
If any brain-fick Fellow^ whom the Devill 
Seduceth to inflidl on thee fome evill. 
Shall coyne falfe Do6lrines, or perfwade thee to 
Some fooli(h courfe that will, at length, undoe 
The Common-weal : his counfell thou (halt follow ; 
Thou, covered with his bait, a hooke (halt fwallow 
To rend thine entrailes : and thine ignorance 
Shall, alfo for that mifchiefe, him advance. 

But if that any lover of thy weale, 
Infpir'd with truth, and with an honed zeale, 
Shall tell thee ought pertaining to thy good, 
His Meffages (hall (liffly be withdood : 
That Seer (hall be charged not to fee ; 
His word (hall (leighted as a pot(herd be ; 
His life (hall be traduced, to difgrace 
His Counfells ; or, his errant to debafe : 

In 
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In ftead of recoxnpence, he ihall be fure, 
Imprifonments or threatenings to procure : 
And, peradventure (as thofe Prophets were, 
Who did among the lervijh Peers declare 
Their States enormities) his good intention 
May be fo wrong'd, that he, by forae invention, 
May lofe his life, with publike (hame and hate, 
As one that is a troubler of the State. 

But, not unleffe the Priejl thereto confent : 
For in thofe dayes (hall few men innocent 
Be griev'd (through any quarter of the land) 
In which thy ClergU fhall not have fome hand. 
If ever in thy Fields (as God forbid) 
The blood of thine own children (hadl be fhed 
By civill difcord, they fhall blow the flame, 
That will become thy mine, and thy (hame. 
And thus it (liall be kindled. When the times. 
Are nigh at word ; and thy increafmg crimes 
Almofl compleat ; the Devill (hall begin 
To bring (Irange crotchets, and opinions in 
Among thy Teachers ; which will breed difunion. 
And interrupt the vifible communion 
Of thy eftablilht Church, And, in the deed 
Of zealous Fajiors^ (who Gods flock did feed) 
There (hall arife within thee, by degrees, 
A Ciegry, that (hall more de(ire to fleece. 
Then feed the flock. A Clergy it (hall be, 
Divided in it felfe : and they (hall thee 
Divide among them, into fe/rall fa<5lions. 
Which rend thee will, and fill thee with didradlions ; 
They all in outward feeming (hall pretend 
Gods glory, and to have one pious end : 
But, under colour of flncere devotion, 
Their dudy (hall be temporal promotion ; 

Which 



5-'6 



Cant. 8. Remembrancer. 263 

Which will among themfelves (Irange quarrels make 
Wherein thy other Children fhall partake 
As to the PerfanSy or the Caufey they Hand 
AfFedted, even quite throughout the Land. 

One part of thefe will for preferment drive, 
By lifting up the Kin^s prerogative 
Above it feife. They fhall perfwade him to 
Much more then Law or Confcience bids him do, 
And fay, God warrants it His holy Lawss 
They fhall pervert, to juflifie their caufe ; 
And, impudently wrefl, to prove their ends. 
What God to better purpofes, intends, 
They fhall not bluf h to fay, that ev'ry Xingy 
May doe like Solomon^ in ev'ry thing, 
As if they had his warrant : and fhall dare 
Afcribe to MonarchSy rights that proper are 
To none but Chrift\ and mixe their flatteries. 
With no lefTe groffe and wicked blafphemies. 
Then Heathens did : yea, make their Kings beleeve, 
That whomfoever they opprefTe or grieve, 
It is no wrong ; nor fit for men opprefTed, 
To feeke by their owne Lawes to be redrefTed. 

Such counfell fhall thy Princes then provoke. 
To cafl upon thee ReJwboams yoake. 
And, they not caring, or not taking heed 
How ill that ill-advifed King did fpeed. 
Shall multiply thy caufes of diflraflion. 
For, then, will of thy Priejls, the other fa6lion 
Beflir themfelves. They will in outward fhowes, 
Thofe whom I lafl have mentioned, oppofe. 
But, in thy mine, they will both agree, 
As in one Ceniery though far oft they be 
In their Diameter, With lowly zeale, 
An envious pride they flily fhall concede : 

And, 
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And, as the fonner to thy Kings will teach 
Meere Tyranny : fo (hall thefe other preach 
Rebellion to the People ; and (hall ftraine 
The word of God, Sedition to niaintaine. 

They (hall not feare to fay,' that if thy King 
Become a Tyrant, thou maid alfo fling 
Obedience oflf ; or from his Crowne divorce him ; 
Or, by the terror of drawne fwords enforce him. 
Which falfe Divinitie, (hall to the Devill 
Send many foules, and bring on thee much evill. 

Oh ! be thou therefore watchfull ; and when e're 
Thefe Lambs with Dragons voyces doe appeare, 
Repent thy fmne, or take it for a token, 
That fome great Bulwarke of thy peace is broken, 
Which mud be foone repaired ; or els, all 
The greatnes of thy glory, downe will fall. 

Take heed oiihoit faljfe prophets^ who will drive 
Betwixt thy Prince and People to contrive 
A dilagreement And, what euer come, 
Thy due Allegeana never dart thou from. 
For, (their oppreflfions though we may withdand 
2iy pleading Lawes, or Cujiomes) not a hand 
Mud move againd them, fave the hand of God, 
Who makes a King, a Bulwark, or a Rod, 
As pleafeth him. Oh take ye therefore heed 
Yee People, and yee Kings (that (hall fucceed) 
Of thefe Impojlors. Of the lad beware 
Yee Subjects : for, their Dodlrines helli(h are. 
And though they promife Liberty and peace^ 
Your Thraldome, and your Troubles they'll increafe. 
Shun oh ! yee Kings the fird ; for, they advife 
What will your Crownes and honors prejudice. 
When you doe thinke their Prophecies befriend you, 
They doe but unto Ramoth-GUead fend you, 

Where 
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Where you (hall perifli ; and poore Micahs word, 

Though leffe efteem'd, more fafety will afiford. 

They will abufe y our piety ^ and all 

Your vertues. To their wicked ends they fhall 

Apply the Sacred Story ; or what ever 

May feeme to further their unjuft endevor. 

Ev*n what the fon of Hannah told the Jewes^ 

Should be their fcourge (becaufe they did refufe 

The fov'raignty of God, and were fo vaine 

To aske a King which over them might raigne 

As heathen Princes did) that curfe they fhall 

Affirme to be a Law Monarchicall 

Which God himfelfe eOablifhed to (land 

Throughout all ages, and in ev'ry land. 

Which is as good Divinity^ as they 

Have alfo taught, who doe not blu(h to fay 

That Kings may have both Wives and Concubines \ 

And, by that Rule whereby thefe great Divines 

Shall prove their Tenets I dare undertake 

(If found it hold) that I like proofe will make 

Of any le^vijh Cuftorae, and devife 

Authority for all abfurdities. 

But, falfe it is. For, might all Kings at pleafure 

(As by the right of royaltie) make ceafure 

Of any mans poffeflions : why I pray 

Did Ahah grieve, that Ndboth faid him nay ^ 

Why made he not this anfwer thereunto, 

(If what the Prophet faid fome Kings would do, 

Were juflly to be done) Thy Vineyard* s mine ; 

Andy at my pleafure ^ Naboth, all thafs thine 

Affume I may. Why, like a Turky-chick, 

Did he fo foolifhly grow fullen fick, 

And get pofTefTion by a wicked fa^ 

Of what might have beene his by royall a<5l f 

Z If 
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If fuch Divinity, as this were true, 

The Qwene fliould not have needed to purfue 

Poore Naboth, as (he did ; or, fo contrive 

His death ; fince by the Kings Prerogative^ 

She might have got his Vineyard, Nor would God 

Have fcouig'd that murther with fo keene a rod. 

On Ahaby had he asked but his due. 

For, he did neither plot, nor yet purfue 

The murther; nor (for ought that we can tell) 

Had knowledge of the deed of lezabely 

Till God reveal'd it by the Prophet to him. 

Nor is it faid, that Nahoth wrong did do him, 

Or dilrefpe<5t ; in that he did not yeeld. 

To fell, or give, or to exchange his Field. 

The lewifh Commonwealth did fo inflate, 
That, their pofTeffions none could alienate, 
But for a time \ who ever, for his mony, 
Or in exchange, defu-'d their patrimony. 
And, doubtlefle, we offend, who at this day 
Thofe Freedomes give, or lofe, or fell away 
Which were in common right poffefl of old, 
By our Forefathers ; and, continue fhould 
To all their after-commers. For, altho 
We may difpofe of what pertaines unto 
Our perfons : yet, thofe dues which former ages 
Have left unto us for our heritages, 
(And whereunto, the child that borne mufl be, 
Hath ev'ry whit as good a right as we) 
Thofe dues we fhould preferve with all our might, 
By pleading of our jufl and ancient right, 
In humble wife ; if fo the Sov*raigne (late 
Our Freedomes fhall attempt to violate. 
But, when by peacefuU meanes we cannot fave it, 
We to the pleafure of the King mufl leave it, 

And 
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And unto God our ludge : For all the pow'r 
In us, confids in faying, This is our. 

A King is for a ble&ng, or a curfe : 
And therefore (though a Poole he were, or worfe, 
A Tyrant^ or an Ethnick) no man may 
So much as in their private cloffets, pray 
Againfl his perfon ; though they may petition 
Againfl the wickednelfe of his condition. 

Nor, is this fufirance due to thofe alone, 
'Who fubje6l are unto a Monarchs throne, 
But, from all thofe who either fubjedls are 
To mixed Governments, or popular. 
For, though irregularities appeare 
In ev'ry State ; becaufe but men they are 
Whom God exalts to rule : yet, it is he 
By whom all Governments ordained be. 
And ev'ry Government (although the Name 
Be different) is in effedt the fame. 

In Monarchies^ the Counfell (as it were 
An Ariftocracy) one while doth beare 
The fway of all ; and though they name the King^ 
Vet him they over-rule in ev'ry thing. 
Sometime againe, tlie popular voice we fee, 
Doth awe the Counfell, when in them there be 
Some poplar Spirits, Ariftocracies 
Are otherwhile the fame with Monarchies. 
For, one great man among them gets the pow'r, 
From all the refl, and like an EmperouTy 
Doth a<5l his pleafure. And, we know tis common 
To have fome foolifh Favorite, or Woman^ 
To govern him. So in a pop'lar State, 
Affaires are managed by the felfe fame fate ; 
And, either one or moe, away to fleale 
The peoples hearts, and fway the Conmionweale. 
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Thus God is pleafd, to humble and to raife : 

Thus, he by fevVall nanus^ and fev*rall wayeSj 

The world doth govern. Yea, thus, ev'n in one nation, 

And in one State, he makes much alteration 

In formes of Government \ oft changing that 

Which is but accidentall to a State, 

And, fuch his lujiice, and his IVifdome is, 

That he preferveth by the meanes of this, 

Thofe things which do efTentially pertaine 

To that great Power^ which over all doth raigne. 

Nor is he pleafed thus it (hould be done 
In States that meerely civill are alone ; 
But, alfo, in the Churches governments, 
Allowes the change of outward accidents. 
Yea, they to whom he gives the overfights 
Of fome particular Churchy may change old Rites^ 
The CuJlomeSy Formes^ or Titles as occafions 
Are offred them ; or, as the Times, or Nations, 
Require a change : provided fo, that they 
Take nothing which effentiall is, away ; 
Nor adde what fhall repugn e or prejudice 
Gods LaweSy his Kingdomey or the Liberties 
Of them that are his people. For, in what 
Hath any Church a powV, if not in that 
Which is indifferent? Or, in what I pray 
Will men the Church authority obey. 
If not in fuch like things ? Or, who fhould be 
The Judge what is indifferent, if not (he ? 
A private Spirit knowes what befl agrees 
With his own fancy ; but, the Church bed fee 
What fits the Congr^ation, From what gives 
Offence to one ; another man receives 
Much comfort : and, his confcience edifies, 
By difciplines, which many doe defpife. 

A 
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A Parijh is a little Dioceffe \ 
And, as of Cities, Townes, and Villages, 
A BiJJioprick confifls : fo, that doth rife 
By fythings, Hamlets, and by Families. 
And little diifrence would be in the fame, 
(Excepting in the largeneffe and the name) 
If their opinions were allow'd of all, 
Who favour not the llile Epifcopall: 
For, ev'ry Prieji would then ufurp the fame 
Authority, whereof fome hate the name. 
Yea, many a one would then his Parifli make 
A little PopedomCy and upon him take 
(Confidering his meane poVr) as much as he 
That Vnivcrfall Dijhop claimes to be : 
And, prove more proud, and troublefome, then they 
Againfl whofe Lordlineffe they now inveigh. 

This therefore is my Rule \ that Goi'ernment 
(What e're it be) in which to me God lent 
My birth and breeding ; that, until my end, 
I will obey, and to my pow'r defend. 
Yea, though it tyrannize, I will denay 
No more obedience, then by Law I may : 
Ev'n by thofe Lawes and Cufiomes which do (land 
In force, and unrepealed in that Land. 

What right another had, e*re I was borne, 
Or how, or for what finne, Gods hand hath tome 
His Kingdome from him, I will never care, 
Let them go anfwer that who Subjeils were 
(When loll it was) and had that meanes, and calling. 
And yeares, which might prevented have his falling. 

Or fhould another Country take me home 
As one of hers ; when thither I did come 
I would nor feek, nor wiAi to innovate 
The Titlesy or the Cujtomes of that State, 

Z 3 To 
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To what fome other Countries better thought .- 
Buty leave fuch things to thofe to whom I ought 

And, there, if any Failion (hall conflraine 
That I one part mud take, I will maintaine 
What bore the Sov'raignty when I came thither ; 
And, I and that will (land and fall together. 
The (ame obedience, alfo, keep I (hall, 
To governments Ecclefiafticall 
Where e*re I come \ if nothing they command 
Which doth Gods word, efTentially, withdand : 
Or, indire^ly, or diredlly, thwart 
His glory, or the purity pervert 
Of Chriftian Principles ; nor further (Irife, 
Nor caufe, nor countenance an evill life. 

The Hyerarchy^ here, I will obey, 
And reverence, while I in England (lay. 
In Scotland if I liv'd, I would deny 
No due refpe^l to their Presbyterie, 
Geneva (hould I vifit, I would there 
Submit my felfe to what their cuflomes were. 
Yea, wherefoe're I am, I will fuppofe 
The Spirit in that Church much better knowes 
What bed that place befitteth, then I do : 
And, I will live conformed thereunto. 
In everything that's merely politick. 
And injures not the Dodlrines Catholick, 

To ev*ry temp'rall pow*r I'le be the fame, 
By whatfoever cognizance, or name, 
Men pleafe to call it If I (hould be fent 
To Poland^ where a mixed government 
Edablifht is ; I would not tell them, there. 
That any other Cudome better were. 
Were I in SwiSzerlafid^ I would maintaine 
Democrity ; and, think to make it plaine, 

That 
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That for thefe UnuSy thofe Cantons, and that Nation, 

There could not be a better Domination. 

In Venice, far before a Monarchy 

I would prefer an Arijlocracie. 

In Spaine, and France, and in Great Britaine here, 

I hold no Governments more perfedl are 

Then Monarchies, And, if Gods will (hould be, 

Beneath a Tyrant to envafTaile me, 

I would perfwade my felfe, that heavy yoake 

Were befl, for fome refpe<5ls \ and, to the (Iroke 

Ev'n of an iron Mace would fubject be, 

In body : with a minde that Ihould be free 

From his inforcement, (if he did withfland. 

Or bid me what Gods Law doth countermand.) 

There is, I know, a middle-way that lyes, 
Ev*n juft betwixt the two extremities, 
Which to /edition, and to fa flion tend. 
To find which tra<Sl, my whole defire I bend ; 
And with it foUow'd more. For, if we tread 
That harmleffe path, we cannot be mif-led ; 
Nor fliam'd, though blam'd we be. To ev'ry man 
I faine would give his due ; and all I can 
I doe endeavor it I would not wrong 
My Country ; neither take what doth belong 
To Cefar: nor infringe, or prejudice, 
The VniverfaU Churches liberties ; 
Nor for her outward Difcipline prefer 
Or cenfure, any Church particular ; 
Or any State, but as befit it may 
His Mufe, which nought but needfull truths doth fay. 
Nor have I any purpofe to withdraw 
Obedience, or refpedl from any Law 
That's pofitive \ or, to diihearten from 
Thofe Cujlomes, which a Chridian flate become. 

Z4 Nor 
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Nor have I any thought to fcandalize, 
Or fpeake amiffe of Principalities ; 
Or, to traduce mens perfons : but, I fall 
On errors of men's lives in generally 
And, on thofe great AbufeSy which I fee 
To bleraifh ev'ry Calling and Degree. 

Of Dignities and Perfons^ I obferve 
All roeanes I can, their honors to preferve, 
When I reprove their faults. And, ev*n as he 
That hunteth Foxes^ where Lambes feeding be, 
May fright that harmleffe flock, and fuffer blame 
Of fome By-JianderSj (knowing not his Game) 
When from his Dogs, thofe Innocents are free, 
And none but their devourers bitten be. 
So though my reprehenfions, often are 
Midook by foolifh Readers ; they are far 
P'rom reprehending thofe, or taxing that 
Which is unfitting for my fhooting at 
I fpeake thofe things which will advantage rather 
Then harme : and hence this blinded age may gather 
Much light This little Volume doth relate 
Nought elfe but what is like to be our Fate ; 
If fin encreafe ; and what in former times 
Did fall on other Nations for their crimes. 
I utter what our welfare may encreafe, 
And helpe confirme us in a happy peace ; 
Which they will never compaffe, who purfue 
To fpeake what's pleafing, rather then what's true. 
How ever, here my thoughts deliv'red be : 
Let God, as he (hall pleafe, deliver me. 
And if what here is mention'd, thou dofl heed 
(Oh Britaine I) in thofe rimes that fhall fucceed, 
It may prevent much lofTe, and make thee fhun 
Thofe mifchiefes, whereby Kingdomes are undone. 

But, 
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But, to thy other fins, if thou (halt adde 

Rebellions (as falfe Prophets will perfwade) 

Which likely are to follow, when thou (halt 

In thy profeflTion of Religion halt / 

Then, will thy Kings and People fcourge each other, 

For their oflfences, till both fall together .• 

By weakning of your pow'rs, to make them way, 

Who feeke and look for that unhappy day. 

Then, (hall diforder ev'rywhere abound, 
And neither jud nor pious man be found. 
The bed (hall be a Bryer or a Thorne^ 
By whom their neighbours (hall be fcratcht & tome. 
Thy Princes (hall to nothing condifcend 
For any merit, jud, or pious end ; 
But either for encreafing of their treafure, 
Or for accompli(hing their willful pleafure .• 
And unto what they fell or daigne for meed. 
There (hall be given little trud or heed. 
For, that which by their words confirme they (hall, 
(The royall Seales uniting therewithall) 
A toy (hall frudrate ; and a gift (hall make 
The driaed Orders no eflfea to take. 

The ludge^ without a bribe, no Caufe (hall end : 
No man (hall trud his brother, or his friend : 
The parents and the children (hall defpife 
And hate and fpoile each other : (he that lies 
Within her husbands bofome, (hall betray him : 
They who thy people (hould prote6l, (hal flay them : 
The aged (hall regarded be of none : 
The poore (hall by the rich be trodden on : 
Such grievous infolencies, everywhere 
Shall adled be ; that good and bad (hall feare 
In thee to dwell ; and, men difcreet (hall hate 
To be a Ruler or a Magiflrate \ 
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When they behold (without unpenitence) 
So much mjuflice, and fuch violence. 

And when thy wickednefle this height (hall gain. 
To which (no doubt) it will e're long attaine, 
If thou proceed : Then, from the bow that* s bent 
(And hadfe way drawne already) fhall be fent 
A mortall arrow ; and it pierce thee (hall 
Quite through the head, the liver, and the gall. 

The Lord (hall call, and whidle from afarre, 
For thofe thy enemies that iiercefl are : 
For thofe thou feared mod; and they (hall from 
Their Countries, like a whirlewind hither come. 
They (hall not deep, nor durable, nor untie 
Their garments, till within thy fields they lye. 
Sharp (hall their arrowes be, and drong their bow. 
Their faces (hall as full of horror (how 
As doth a Lions. Like a bolt of thunder, 
Their troops of horfe (liall come, & tread thee under 
Their iron feet Thy foes (liall eate thy bread. 
And with thy flocks both clothed be, and fed. 
Thy Dwellers^ they (hall cary from their owne. 
To Countries which their fathers have not knowne. 
And, thither (hall fuch mifchiefes them purfue, 
That they who feeke the pit-fall to efchew, 
Shall in a fnare be taken. If they (hall 
Efcape the fword, a Serpent in the wall 
To death (hall ding them .- yea (although they hap 
To (hun a hundred plagues) they (hall not fcape ; 
But, with new dangers, dill be chac'd about, 
Vntill that they are wholly rooted out 

The Plowman^ then, (hall be afraid to fow ; 
Artificers their labour (hall foregoe ; 
The Merchant roan (hall crofle the Seas no more, 
(Except to flye and feeke fome other ihore) 

Thy 
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Thy ableft'tnen (hall faint : thy wife-ones^ then, 
Shall know themfelves to be but foolifh men. 
And they who built and planted by oppreflion, 
Shall leave their gettings to the foes pofleflion. 
Yea, God wil fcourge thee, England^ feven times more 
With feven times greater Plagues then heretofore. 
Then, thy Alius their friendship fliall withdraw ; 
And, they that of thy greatneffe flood in awe. 
Shall fay (in fcome) is this the valiant Nation, 
That had throughout the world fuch reputation, 
By vUlories upon the (hore ? Are thefe 
That people which were maders of the feas, 
And grew fo mighty ? yea that petty Nation, 
That were not worthy of thy indignation, 
Shall mock thee too j and all thy former fame, 
Forgot fliall be, or mentioned to thy fliame. 

Mark how (xod*s plagues were doubled on the leews 
When they his mild corre<5Hons did abufe : 
Marke what, at lad, upon their Land he fent ; 
And, look thou for the felfe fame punifhment, 
If them thou imitateil. For their fin, 
At firil, but eight years Bandage they were in. 
Their wickedneffe grew more ; and God did then. 
To Eglofiy make them flaves, eight years and ten. 
They difobeying, Hill, the God of heaven ; 
Their yeares of Servitude were twenty feven, 
To labin and to Midian. Then, prevailed 
PhiliJHa forty yeares ; and, when that failed. 
To make them of their evill wayes repent, 
There was, among themfelves, a fatall rent ; 
And, they oft fcourg'd each other. Still, they trod 
The felfe fame path ; and, then the hand of God 
Brought AJhur on them ; and did make them beare 
His heavy yoake, untill the feventieth yeare. 

And 
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And lafl of all the Romane Empire came, 

Which from their Country rooted out their Name, 

That foolilh proje6l which they did embrace, 

To keep in them poffeflion of their //a^, 

Did lofe it And, like Cain^ that vagrant Natiany 

Hath now remain'd in fearful Defolation 

Nigh fixteene hundred yeares .• and, (whatfoe're 

Some lately dreame) in vaine, they look for here 

A terap'rall Kingdome. For, as long agoe 

Their Pfalmift said ; No Prophet dothforejhow 

T7iis thraldomes end. Nor fliall it end untill 

The Gentiles their jufl number doe fulfill : 

Which is unlike to be untill that houre, 

In which there (hall be no more temporall pow'r. 

Or temporall Kingdome, Therefore, gather them 

(Oh Lord !) unto thy new lerufcUemy 

In thy due time. For, yet, unto that place, 

They have a promift right, by thy meere grace. 

To thofe who Ihall repent, thy firme EleiHon 

Continues in this temporall rejedlion. 

Oh ! (hew thy mercy in their defolation, 

That thou maiil honored be in their falvation. 

Yea, teach us alfo, by their fearfull fall. 

To hearken to thy voice, when thou doll call ; 

(Left thou in anger, unto us proteft. 

That we (hall never come into thy reft) 

For we have foUow'd them in all their fin : 

Such, and fo many, have our warnings bin : 

And, if thou ftill prolong not thy compa(rion. 

To us belongs the felfe iame Defolation, 

And it will (hortly come, with all thofe terrors 

That were on them inflidled, for their errors. 

Then, woe (hall be to them, that heretofore 
By joyning houfe to houfe, expeird the poore ; 

And 
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And field have into field incorporated, 

Vntill their Townejfiips were depopulated. 

For, defolatc their dwelling (hall be made : 

Ev*n in their blood the Lord Ihall bathe his blade : 

And they that have by avarice, and wiles, 

Eredled Pallaces and collly Piles ; 

Shall think, the Hones and timbers, in the wall, 

Aloud, to God, for vengeance on them call 

Then, woe (hall be to them who early rife 
To eate, and drinke, and play, and wantonnize ; 
Still adding fm to fin : for, they the paine 
Of coid, and third, and hunger, (hall fuflaine ; 
And be the fervile flaves of them that are 
Their Foes ; as to their Luds they captives were. 

Then, wo to them who darkneffe more have lov*d 
Then light ; and good advice have difapprov'd : 
For, they (hall wander in a crooked path, 
Wliich neither light nor end, nor comfort hath. 
And, when for Guides^ and Counfell they do cry, 
Not one (hall pity them, who pafTeth by. 

Then, wo to them that have corrupted bin, 
To juftifie the wicked in his fin \ 
Or, for a bribe, the righteous to condeinne : 
For, flames (as on the chafle) (hall feiie on them : 
Their bodies to the dunghill (hall be ca(l ; 
Their flowre (hall turn to dud ; their dock (hall wad ; 
And all the glorious titles they have wome. 
Shall but encreafe their infamy and fcorne. 

Then, wo to them that have beene raifd aloft 
By good mens ruines ; and by laying foft 
And eafie pillowes, under great mens armes, 
To make them pleaf*d in fiieir alluring charmes. 

Then, wo to them, who being growne afraid 
Of fome nigh perill, fought unlav^uU aid ; 

And 
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And, retting God's protection quite afide, 
Vpon their owne inventions have rely'd. 
For, God their foolilh hopes will bring to nought ; 
On them, their feared mifchiefe (hall be brought ; 
And, all their wit and (Irength, (hall not fufiice, 
To heave that forrow offi which on them lies. 
Yea, then, oh Britaine 1 woe to ev'ry one, 
That hath without repentance evill done : 
For, thofe who doe nor heed, nor beare in mind 
His vifitings, Gods reaching hand will find ; 
And they with howling cries and lamentation, 
Shall fue and feeke, in vaine, for his compaffion. 
Becaufe they careleffe of his Mercies were, 
Till in confuming wrath he did appeare. 
But, (lill, we fet far off that evill day ; 
In dxi^fecurity we paffe away 
Our pretious time ; and with vaine hopes and toyes. 
Build up a truft which ev'ry puffe deftroyes. 
And therefore, (lill when heading is expedled, 
New and unlookt for troubles are effe<Sled 
We gather Armies^ and we Fleets prepare ; 
And, then, both llrong and fafe we think we are. 
But, when we look for vi6lories and glory, 
What followes, but events that make us foiy f 
And tis Gods mercy that we tume our faces 
With fo few loffes, and no more dilgraces. 
For, what are moft of thofe whom we commend 
Such adlions to ; and whom we forth do fend 
To fight thofe Battels^ which the Lords we call, 
But fuch as never fight for him at all ? 
Whom doR thou make thy Captaitus^ and difpofe 
Such Offices unto, but unto thofe 
(Some few excepted) who procure by friends. 
Command and pay, to ferve their private ends? 

Their 
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Their language^ and ^m pra^Hus declare, 

That entertained by Gods Foe they were. 

Their whoring, fwearing, and their drunkenneffe, 

Do far more plainly to the world expreffe 

What Generall they doe belong unto, 

Then all their Feathers and their Enjignes doe, 

Thcfe, by their unrepented fins, betray 

Thy Caufe, By thefe, the honor, and the day 

Is loft : and when thou hopeft that thy trouble 

Shall have an end, thy danger waxeth double. 

We wilh for Parliaments \ and them we made 
Our God : for, all the hope that many had 
To remedy the publike difcontent, 
Was by the wifdome of a Fariiament. 
Well j Parliaments we had ; and what in being, 
Succeedeth yet, but greater difagreeing, 
With greater grievances then heretofore f 
And reafon good : for, we depended more 
On outward meanes, then on Gods will that fends 
All punifhments ; and all afflidlions ends. 

Beleeve it (hould our Parliaments agree 
In eViy nation : fhould our Scn/raigne be 
So gracious, as to condifcend to all 
Which for his weale and ours, propofe we fhall ; 
Ev'n that Agreement, till our fins we leave, 
Shall make us but fecure ; and helpe to weave 
A (hare, by whofe fine threds we fhall be caught, 
Before we fee the mifchiefe that is wrought. 

Whilft we by Parliaments do chiefly feek 
Meere temp'rall ends, the King fhali do the like : 
Yea, till in them we mutually agree 
To helpe each other ; and unfained be 
In lab'ring for a Chnflian Reformation ; 
Each Meeting fhall beget a new vexation. 

This 
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This Iland hath fome fenfe of what fhe ayles, 

And very much, thefe evill times bewayles ; 

But, not fo much our fmnes, doe we lament, 

Or moume that God for them is difcontent, 

As that the Plagues they bring diflurb our pleafures, 

Encreafe our dangers, and exhaufl our treafures. 

And, for thefe caufes, now and then yttfajl^ 

KxApray^ as long as halfe a day doth lafl. 

For, if the Sunne doe but a liitle eleare 

That cloud, from which a tempeft we doe feare, 

What kind of griefe we took, we plainly (hew 

By thofe rejoycings which thereon enfue : 

For, in the (lead of fuch due thankfulneffe, 

As Chriftian zeale obligeth to expreffe ; 

To Pleafure (not to God) we facrifize ; 

Renue our fms ; revive our vanities ; 

And, all our vowed gratitude expires. 

In Games, in Guns, in Bels, in Healths, or Fires. 

We faine would be at peace ; but few men go 
That way, as yet, whereby it may be fo. 
We have not that humility which mud 
£ffe<^ it : we are falfe and cannot trull 
Each other ; no nor God with true confeflions : 
Which fhewes that we abhor not our tranfgreflions. 
It proves, that of our errors, we in heart 
Repent not, neither purpofe to depart 
From any folly. For all they that are 
Sincerely penitent, doe nothing feare 
So much as their owne guilt ; nor feeke to gaine 
Ought more, then to be reconcil'd againe : 
And, they that are thus minded, never can 
Be long unreconciPd to God, or man. 

When we fhould ftoop, we mod our felves exalt ; 
And {though we be) would not be thought in fault. 

Nay, 
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Nay, though we faulty be, and thought, & known, 
And proved fo ; and fee that we arc throwne 
By our apparant errors, into flraits, 
From wluch we cannot get by all our Heights : 
Yet, dill our felves we vaunt and juilifie. 
And flruggle, till the fnare we fafter tye. 
We £in, and we to boafl it have no (hame, 
Yet llorme when others doe our follies name : 
And rather then we will fo much as fay 
We did amiffe (though that might wipe away 
The (laine of all) I think that fome of us 
So wilful! are, fo proud, and mifchievous, 
That we ourfelves would ruine, and our Nation, 
To keep our fhadow of a Reputation. 

Oh ! if we are thus headflrong, tis unlike 
We any part of our proud failes will flrike 
Till they have funke our Veffeli in the Sea, 
Or by the furious windes, are tome away. 
Twere better, tho, we did confeffe our wound. 
Then hide it till our ilate grew more unfound. 
Twere better we fome wealth, or office loft, 
Then keep them, till our lives, and all, it coft : 
And therefore, let us wifely be advifed. 
Before we by a tempeft be furprifed. 
Downe firft with our Top-galiantSy and our Flags ; 
InflormeSy the JkilfulT ft Pilots make no brags. 
Let us (if that be not enough) let fall 
Our Mifne-yeardy and ftrike our top-(ailes all 
If this we find be not enough to doe, 
Strike Fore-faile, Sprit-iaile, yea and Maine-faile too. 
And, rather then our Skip (hould fink or rend ; 
I^fs overboard, goods, maft, and tackling fend. 
Save but the Hull, the Mafter, and the Men ; 
And we may live to fcoure the feas agen. 

Beleeve 
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Beleeve it Eng^nd^ howfoever fome 
(Who (hould forefee ^j plagues before they come) 
Endevor to perfwade thee that thou hail 
A hopefull time, and that the word is pafL 
Yet I dare boldly tell thee, thou hail nigh 
Wome out Gods patience by impiety. 
And, that unleife the fame we doe renue 
By penitence, our folly we ihall rue. 

But, what am I, that me thou ihould^il beleeve ? 
Or, unto what I tell thee, credit give? 
It may be this adultrous Geruratum 
Expedleth tokens of her defolation \ 
And therefore I will give them fignes of that 
Which they are almoR now arrived at. 

'^oX fignes^ fo myilicall as moft of thofe 
Which did the mine of the Itwes difclofe ; 
'^MX^figrus as evident as are the day. 
For, know ye Britanies, that what God did fay, 
lerufalems dedrudlion ihould foreihew, 
He fpake to ev'ry State that ihould enfue. 
And, that he nought of her, or to her fpake, 
For hers alone, but alfo for our iake. 

On^Jigne that Gods long-fuifring we have tired, 
And that \m patience is almofl expired, 
Is this ; that many ludgements he hath fent, 
And ilill removed them e're we did repent 
For, God (ev'n by his Holineffe) did fweare, 
(Saith Amos) fuch a Nation he will teare 
With Bryers, and with Fiih-hookes rend away 
The whole poilerity of fuch as they. 

Cleane teeth (faith God) I gai^e than ; and with bread 
In many places^ them I f canity fed \ 
And yet they fought me not: Then I retrained 
The dewes ofheai^n ; upon this Field I rained^ 

And 
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And not on that \ yea, to one City came 
Sonie two or three, to quench their thirjfy flame ; 
Yety to returne to me, no care they tooke \ 
With Blaflings then, and Mildewes, Ithemflrook\ 
And mixt among their Fruits the Palmer-worme ; 
Yet, they their lives did not a jot reforme: 
Then did I fend the PeJHUnce (laid he) 
Devoured by the Sword, their youngmen be\ 
Their Horfe areflaine, and up to heaven afcends 
Their flinke ; yet I dif cover no amends. 

The felfe fame things thy God in thee hath done, 
Oh England! yet, here followes thereupon 
So fmall amendment, that they are difigne 
To thee; and their fharp Judgement, will be thine. 

The fecond Token which doth fore declare 
When Cities, States, and Realmes, declining are, 
Ev'n Chrifl himfelfe hath left us .• For, (feith he) 
When Defolation Jhall approaching be. 
Of wars, and warlike rumors yefhall heare ; 
Rarefignes and tokens will in heaven appeare ; 
Downefrom the Firmament the Stars /hallf<dl\ 
The hearts of many men, then,faile t/iem Jhall \ 
There will be many fcandals and offences ; 
Great Earth quakes, Schifmes, Deaths, and Feflilences ; 
Realme, Realme ; and NcUion, Nation Jhall oppofe ; 
The neareft friends, Jhall be the greatefl foes, 
Againfl the Church Jhall many tyrannise} 
Deceivers, andfalfe Prophets,JhaU arife ; 
In et/ry place Jhall wickednejfe abound \ 
And, Charity Jhall very cold be found. 

This, Chrifl himfelfe did prophecy : And we 
Are doubtleffe blind, unleffe confeft it be. 
That at this houre, upon this Kingdome here, 
Thefe marks of Defolation viewed are. 

How 
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How often have we feene piodigeous lights^ 

OVefpread the £au:e of heav'n in moouleiTe nights f 

How many dreadful! Meteors have there beene 

In this our Climate^ lately heard and feene t 

Who knoweth not that but awhile agoe 

A Blazing Star did threat, if not forelhow 

Gods Judgements ? In what age, tofore, did here 

So many, who did Saints and Stars appeare, 

Fall (as it were) from heav*n $ Or who hath heard 

Of greater Earth-quakes^ then have lately fcar'd 

Thefe quarters of the world ? How oft, the touch 

Oi Famine have we had? But, when fo much 

Devoured by the PeJlUence were we, 

As in this prefent yeare our people be? 

Of WarSy and martiall rumors, never more 

Were heard within thefe confines heretofore ; 

When were all Kingdomes, and all Nations through 

The world, fo oppofite as they are now ? 

We know no Country, whether nigh or far, 

But is engag'd or threatned with fome War. 

All places, either prefent woes bewaile ; 

Or elfe things feared make mens hearts to faile. 

Falfe Prophets^ and Deceivers we have many ; 

We fcarcely find integrity in any .• 

The Name of Chrijiy begins in ev*ry place 

To fufifer perfecution and difgrace ; 

And, we die greateil jeopardies are in. 

Among our neighbours, and our nearell kin. 

Strange Herefies do ev'r)rwhere encreafe, 

Diilurbing Sion^ and exiling peace. 

Impietie doth multiply. True love 

Growes cold. And, if thefe tokens doe not prove 

Our fall drawes on, unlefTe we doe amend : 

I know not when our folly fhall have end. 

A 
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A third apparant figne which doth declare 
When fome devouring Plague approacheth neare, 
Is when a Nation doth anew begin 
To let Idolatry to enter in ; 
And openly, or fecretly give place 
To Herefte, where Truth eflablifiit was .• 
Or when like Jeroboam^ to pofTefTe 
An outward profit, or a temporall peace. 
They either change Religions^ or devife 
A worfhip which doth mixe Idolatries 
With truth. For this, ev'n for this very crime, 
The King of AJhur^ in Hofluc^s time 
Led Ifr^el captive. And, both from the fight 
Of God ; and from the houfe of David quite, 
They were cut off for ever, and did neither 
Serve God or Idols ; but ev*n both together ; 
In fuch a mixt Religion as is that 
Which fome among us, now, have aymed at 

Marke, England ; and I prethee marke it well. 
If this offence which ruin'd Ifrael^ 
On thee appeare not : and, if fo it be, 
Amend ; or looke for what it threatens thee. 

The fourth true token which doth fore expreffe 
The ruine of a Land for wickedneffe, 
Is when the Priejls and Magillrates begin, 
To grow extreamly impudent in fin. 
This Signe^ the Prophet Micah giveth us ; 
And he (not I) to you cryes loudly thus : 
Heare^ oh ye houfe of Jacob ^ and all ye 
That Princes of the houfe oflfrael be: 
Ye luflice hate ; and ye pervert whafs gpod\ 
Ye build the walls of Sion up with blood \ 
lerufalem with fin ye up have rear'df 
Your Judges paffe their cenfuresfor reward ; 

Your 
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Your Priejls doe preach for hire, your Prophets doe 
Like them ; and prophecy for mony too. 
And, for this caufefkUl Sion mount (laith he) 
Ei/n like a plowed field become to be\ 
And like a Forrefl hill where bujhes grow. 
The City of lerufalemjhalljhow. 

Change but the names, oh Britain, and that token 
Of defolation, unto thee is fpoken. 
For, what this day thy Priefls and Princes are, 
Their adlions, and the peoples cries declare. 

A fifth fure evidence that God among 
Thy mines will entomb thy fame e're long, 
(If thou repent not) is ev*n this, that thou 
Doft ev'ry day the more ungodly grow. 
By how much more the blelTed meanes of grace 
Doth multiply it felfe in ev'ry place. 
God fends unto thee many learned Preachers, 
ApofUts, Paflors, and all kind of teaciiers ; 
His Viflons, and his Prophecies upon thee 
He multiplies. And (that he might have won thee 
To more fmcerity) on all occafions, 
By counfell, by entreatie, and perfwafions, 
He hath advif d, allured, and befought thee : 
With precept upon precept, he hath taught thee ; 
By line on line ; by miracle ; by reafon \ 
In ev'ry place ; in feafon, out of feafon ; 
By little and by little ; and by much 
(Sometime) at once : yet is thy nature fuch, 
That ilill thou waxed worfe ; and in the roome 
Of pleaiant Grapes, more ThiRles daily come : 
And, thou that art fo haughty, and fo proud, 
For this, (halt vani(h like an empty cloud ; 
And, as a Lion, Leopard, or a Beare, 
Thy God, for this, (hall thee in pieces teare. 

If 
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If thou fuppofe my Mufe did this devife, 
Goe take it from Hofec^s prophefies 

The Hxth undoubted t^^^tmt^ when the lafl 
Good dayes of Unfull Realmes are almoil pail. 
Is when the people neere to God (hall draw 
In word, to make profeflion of his Law : 
And, by their tongues his praifes forth declare ; 
Yet, in their hearts from him continue far. 

To fuch a Land^ their dediny difplayes 
Ifaiah : for even thus the Prophet fayes : 
God will produce a marvell in that Stale, 
And doe a worke that men Jhall wonder at ; 
The wifdome of their wifejl Counfellory 
Shall perijh, and their prudent men Jhall erre. 
On their deepe CounfelSy forrow Jhall attend \ 
Their Jecret plots Jhall have a dijmal end; 
Their giddy projects which they have devtfed, 
Shall as the Potters day be quite defpifed. 
Like Carmel, Lebanon Jhall feeme", and be 
Like Lebanon, Jhall make mount Carmel be. 
Their pleajant Fields like Dejaris Jhall appear e ; 
And, tJiere Jhall Gardens be, where Defarts are. 

God keep (thou Britti/h He) this plague from thee ; 
For, fignes thereof upon thy Body be, 
Thou of the purell worfhip mak^il profeflion ; 
Yet, waxeil more impure in thy condition. 
Thou boaileil of Jthe knowledge of God's word, 
Yet, thereunto in manners to accord 
Thou dod refufe. Thou makell proteflation 
Of pietie ; yet hateil reformation. 
Yea, when thy tongue doth ling of praife divine, 
Thy heart doth plot fome temporall defigne. 
And, fome of thofe, who in this wife are holy. 
Begin to (hew their wifedome will be folly. 

For 
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For, when from fight their fnares they deeped hide, 
By God Almighties eyes they are efpide. 

The feaventh Symptome of a drealdfull blow, 
(If not of a perpetuall overthrow) 
Is when a flumbring Spirit doth furprize 
A nation ; and hath clofed up their eyes : 
Or when the Prophets and the Seers are 
So clouded, that plaine truths do not appeare : 
Or when the Vifions evidently feene 
Are paired by, as if they had not beene : 
Or when, to Nations who can reade, God gives 
His Booke \ and thereof doth unfeale the leaves. 
And bids them reade the fame, which they to do 
Deny ; or plead unablenefle thereto. 
Black^^^j are thefe. For if that Book to them, 
Still darke ; or as a Book unfealed feeme ; 
Qr, if they heed no more what here is faid, 
Then they that have the Booke^ and cannot reade ; 
The ludgementSy lail repeated, are the doome. 
That (hall on fuch a (lupid Naiian come. 

This Signe is come on us ; for, loe, unfealed 
Gods Book is now among us \ and revealed 
Are all the Myjieries which doe concerne 
The children of this prefent age to leame. 
So well hath he indrudted this our Land, 
That we not only reade, but underfland 
The fecrets of his Word, The prophecies 
Of his chiefe Seers^ are before our eyes, 
Vnveiled : true interpretations 
Are made, and many proper applications 
£v*n to our felves ; yet is our heart fo blind, 
That what we know and fee, we do not mind. 
We heare, and fpeake, and much adoe we keepe ; 
But we as fenfeleffe are as men afleep 

What 
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What then we doe. Yea, while that we are talking, 
AVhat fnares are in the way where we are walking, 
We heed not what we fay, but paiTe along ; 
And, many times, are faft enfnar'd among 
Thofe mifchiefes, and thofe faults we did condemne, 
Before our tongues have left to mention them. 

For our negledl of God in former times, 
(Or for fome prefent unrepented crimes) 
A flumbring Spirit fo pofTelTeth us, 
That our eflate is wondrous dangerous. 
We fee and heare, and tell to one another 
Our perils, yet we headlong haft together 
To wilfuU mine : and are growne fo mad, 
That when our friends a better courfe perfwade. 
Or feeke to ftop us (when they fee we run 
That way in which we cannot ruine fhun) 
We perfecute thofe men with all our foule, 
That we may damn our felves without controule. 

The eight plaine Signe, by which I underftand 
That fome devouring mifchiefe is at hand^ 
Is that malicioufneffe which I doe fee 
Among Profeffars of one Faith, to be. 

We that have but one Father^ and one Mother^ 
Doe perfecute and torture one another. 
So hotly, we oppofe not Antichrijl^ 
As we our fellow brethren doe refift. 
The ProteftatU, the Protejlant defies ; 
And, we our felves, our felves doe fcandalize. 
Our Church we have expofed to more fcome ; 
And her faire feamleffe Veftmeni rent, and tome, 
By our owne ftiry, more then by their fpight 
Who are to us diredlly oppoiite. 
To fave an Aple, we the Tree deftroy j 
And, quarrels make for ev'ry needleffe toy.* 

& From 
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From us, if any brother differ (hall 
But in a crotchet, we upon him fall 
As eagerly, and with as bitter hate, 
As if we knew him for a Reprobate, 
And, what event all this doth fignifie, 
Saint Paul (by way of caveat) doth imply. 
Take heed (faith he) left while ye bite each other ^ 
YoUy of your felveSy confumed be together. 

Another Signe which caufeth me to feare 
That our conftilion is approaching neere, 
Are thofe Difunions which I have efpide, 
In Church and Commonwealth this prefent tide. 
We cannot hide thefe rents ; for they doe gape, 
So wide, that fome their lawes can hardly fcape. 
Would God, the way to clofe them up we knew, 
£lfe what they threaten, time will (hortly (hew : 
For, all men know, a City or a Land^ 
Within itfelfe divided, cannot ftand. 

The lad XAzx^figne that here I will repeat, 
(Which doth to kingdomes defolation threat) 
Is when the hand of God Almighty, brings 
The people, into bondage, to their Kings. 
I lay, when their owne King (hall take delight, 
Thofe whom he (hould prote^, to rob, and (mite. 
When they who fed the Sheep, the Sheep (hall kill, 
And eate themj and fuppofe they doe no ilL 
When God gives up a Nation unto thofe 
That are their neighbours, that they may, as foes, 
Devoure them. When (oh England) thou (halt fee 
This come to paHe, a figne it is to thee 
That God is angry ; and a certaine token 
That into pieces thou (halt quite be broken : 
If not by forraine (Irength, by force at home ; 
And, that thy greater torment will become. 

This 
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This Vengeance^ and this fearfull preparation, 
Of bringing mine on a fmfull Nation, 
(If they remaine impenitent) the Lord 
Doth menace ; and, by Zachary record, 
To make us wife. Oh I let us therefore leame. 
What now is comming on us, to difceme. 
For, (well confidered if all things were) 
From this Captivity we feeme not farre. 
It now already feemes to be projected ; 
Nay, little wants of being quite effedled. 
For, they that are our Shepheards, now, are they 
That fleece us, and endevor to betray 
Our lives and freedomes. Thofe great men that be 
Our neighbours (and can claime no more then we) 
Would fell us ; and, attempt to gaine a pow'r, 
Whereby they may, at pleafure, us devoiu-e : 
And, had not we a King, as loth to make 
His people flaves, as from himfelfe to take 
His lawfull right ; (or, were there not fome lett 
Vnheeded, which is unremoved yet) 
E're this (and juftly too) the hand of heaven 
Into perpetual! bondage us had given. 
And, if we do not more Gods will regard, 
That mifchiefe is but for a time defeir'd. 

Our King is juil and mercifuU ; and tho 
Some may (with loyall, and a gilded (how 
Of pious equity) a while aflay 
To lead his judgement in his youth adray j 
Yet, God (I hope) will keep him fo, that he 
Shall Rill be jud, (though we ungodly be) 
And, make him in the fitteil houre expreffe 
His royall Judgement^ and his Righteaufneffe : 

But, if God fliould from us, (as God forbid) 
Take him, as once he good lofiah did, 

& 2 He 
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He alfo will (unlefle we mend) perchance, 

Id times to come, a Shepheard here advance, 

Who fliall not plead for what his Youngmen fay 

Is juft ; but, take the fame, perforce, away. 

An Idoll Shepheardy who (hall neither care 

To find or feek, for thofe that ftrayed are ; 

Nor guard the Lambs ; nor cure what hath a wound ; 

Nor cherifh thofe that firme to him are found ; 

But, take the fat, and rob them of their fleeces ; 

And eate their flelh \ and break their bones in peeces. 

More Signes I might, as yet, commemorate, 
To (hew GoAs patience is nigh out of date. 
But, thefe are fignes enougl^ and fo apparant, 
That twenty more will give no better warrant 
To what I fpeake. Yet, if thefe falfe appeare, 
That's one figne more, our/a// approacheth neere. 

Be mindfull, therefore, while it is fo Day ; 
And, let no good occafion flip away. 
Now rend your hearts, ye Britains^ wafh & rinfe them 
From all corruption : from all evill clenfe them. 
Goe ofler up the pleafmg facrifice 
Oi Righteoufneffe\ from folly tume your eyes. 
Seeke peace, and follow it, with Rridl purfuit : 
ReUeve the needy ; ludgement execute : 
Refrefli the weary ; right the fatherlefle : 
The (Irangers, and the widowes wants redrefle : 
Give praife to God ; depend with lowly faith, 
On him ; and what his holy Spirit faith : 
Remember what a price thy ranfome cofl ; 
And, now redeeme the time that thou hafl loll. 

Retume, retnme thou (oh back-fliding Nation) 
And, let thy teares prevent thy defolation. 
As yet, thou maiil retume ; for, Gods embrace 
Is open for thee, if thou hafl the grace. 

To 
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To give it meeting. Yet, repentance may 

Prevent the mifchiefes of that evill day, 

Which here is menace*d : yet, thou maifl have peace, 

And by difcreet endeavoring, encreafe 

Each outward grace, and ev'ry inward thing, 

Which will additions to thy comfort bring. 

If this thou doe \ thefe fearfull threatnings all, 
(Repeated here) to mercies change he (hall. 
We cannot fay, it will excufe thee from 
All chaflifement ; or that no blow Ihall come. 
For, peradventure, thou fo long hall bin 
Vnpenitent, that fome laud-ering-fin 
Hath wak'd that Vengeance, which upon thy crimes 
Muil fall (as once in Jeremiahs times) 
Without prevention ; k) exemplifie 
Gods hate of fin to all poflerity. 
But, fure we are, that if he doth not (lay 
His threatned hand, the ilroke that he doth lay 
Will fall the lighter ] and become a blelFing, 
Thy future joyes, and vertues more encreaJ^ng, 
Then all that large profperity and refl 
Which thou, fo long together, hall poffeft, 

God (with a writers inke home) one hath fent, 
To fet a marke on them that (hall repent ; 
And bids him promife in his Name^ that they 
Who (hall (recanting) leave their evill way. 
And in their hearts, bewaile the grievous crimes, 
And miferies of Sion^ in their times ; 
That they (hall be fecure, and faved from 
The hand of thefe DeJtroyerSy which muft come : 
Or elfe by their definition find a way 
To that repairing which will ne're decay. 

Yea thou, oh Britaine! if thou couldd reforme 
Thy manners, might*(l expell the dreadfull (lorme 

& 3 Now 
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Now threatned ; and thy foes (who triumph would, 

The ruine of thy glory to behold. 

And jeere thee when thou failed) foone (hall fee 

Thy God returning, and avenging thee 

On their infultings : yea, with angry blowes 

He would effedt their (hamefull overthrowes, 

Or turne their hearts. For when from (in men ceafe, 

God makes their enemies, and them, at peace. 

Moreover, thou (halt have in thy po(re(ring, 
Each inward grace, and ev'ry outward blefling ; 
Thy fruitful! Herds (hall in rich paftures feed ; 
Thy foile (hall plentioufly encreafe thy feed ; 
Thy Flock, (hall neither Shepherds want, nor meate ; 
Cleane provander, thy (tabled bead (hall eate ; 
There (hall be Rivers in thy Dales ; and Fountaines 
Vpon the tops of all thy nobled Mountaines : 
The Moone (hall cad upon thee beames as bright 
As now the Sunne ; and with a fevenfold light 
The Sun (hall bleflfe thee. He that reignes in thee, 
To all his people reconciled (hall be ; 
And they (hall (ind themfelves no whit deceived, 
In thofe good hopes which are of him conceived : 
But he, (and they, who (hall his throne poflTeflTe 
When he is gone) (hall reigne in righteoufne(re ; 
And be more carefull of thy weale (by far) 
Then parents of their childrens profits are. 

Thy Magijlrates, with wifdome (hall proceed 
In all that (hall be counfeird or decreed. 
As Harbours, when it blows tempeduoufly ; 
As Rivers, unto places over dry ; 
As Shadowes are to men oppred with heat ; 
As to a hungry domack, wholfome meat ; 
To thee, fo welcome, and as much contenting, 
Thy Nobles will become, on thy repenting. 

Thy 
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Thy Priefls Ihal preach true doctrine in thy TepUs ; 
And make it fruitful! by their good examples. 
Thy God, with righteoufheffe ihall them aray, 
And heare and anfwer them, when they do pray. 
Thy eyes^ that much are blinded, (hall be cleare ; 
Thy eares, that yet are deafned, then (hall heare ; 
Thy tongue, that (lamers now, (hall then fpeak plain ; 
Thy heart fliall perfe<5l underflanding gaine ; 
The preaching of the Gofpell (hall encreafe ; 
Thy God (hail make thy comforts and thy peace. 
To flow as doth a River ; they who plant, 
The ble(fing of their labour (hall not want; 
Thy poore(l people (hall at full be fed ; 
The meek, (hall of no tyrant (land in dread ; 
Thou (halt have grace and knowledge, to avoid 
Thofe things, whereby thy reft may be annoid ; 
Thou (halt po(re(re thy wi(hed blcffmgs all ; 
And, God (hall heare thee ftUl before thou call 

Eut, as a Chime, whofe frets diford'red grow, 
Can never caufe it felfe in tune to goe. 
Nor chime at all, untill fome cunning hand 
Doth make the Oeime againe in order Rand : 
Or, as the Clock, whofe plummets are not weight, 
Strikes fometimes one for three, and dxe for eight ; 
So fareth it with men and kingdomes all, 
When once from their integrity they falL 
They may their motion hurry out of frame, 
But have no pow'r to redlifie the fame. 
That curious hand which firft thofe pieces wrought, 
Muft mend them ftill ; or they will Rill be nought 

To thee I therefore now my fpeech convert, 
Thou famous Arti/l, who Creator art 
Of heav'n and earth, and of thofe goodly fpheares, 
That now have whirled many thoufand yeares, 

& 4 (And 
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(And fhall untill thy pleafure gives it ending) 
In their perpetuall motion^ wiUiout mending. 
Oh ! be thou pleafed, by thy pow'rfull hand, 
To fet in order this depraved Land, 

Our yrholt foundation^ Lord^ is out of couife ; 
And ev'ry thing (lill groweth worfe and worfe ; 
The way that leads quite from thee, we have tooke ; 
Thy Covenant^ and all thy Lawes are broke ; 
In mifchiefes, and in folly, is our pleafure j 
Our crying Ans have almoil fill'd their meafure ; 
Yet, ev*ry day we adde a new tranfgreffion, 
And dill abufe thy favour and compaffion. 

Our Governors^ our PrelaiSy and our Nobles^ 
Have by their fins encreafe, encreafl our troubles. 
Our PrieJlSy and all the People^ have mifgone ; 
All kind of evill deeds, we all have done. 
We have not lived as thofe meanes of grace 
Require, which thou hail granted to this place : 
But rather worfe then many who have had 
LefTe helpes then we, of being better made. - 
No Nation under heav'n fo lewd hath bin, 
That had fo many warnings for their fin, 
And fuch perpetuall callings on, as we, 
To leave our wickedneffe, and turne to thee. 
Yet, we in (lead of turning, further went ; 
And when thy Mercies and thy Plagues were fent 
To pull us backe ; they feldome wrought our (lay, 
Or moved to repentance one whole day. 
No blefling, no afflidlion, hath a powV 
To move compundlion in us, for one houre, 
Vnlefie thou worke it. All that I can fpeake 
(And all that I have fpoken) till thou breake 
And mollifie the heart, will fruitlefie be, 
Not onely in my hearers, but in me. 

If 
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If thou prepare not way for more eileeme 
All thefe Remembrances will foolilh feeme. 
Nay thefe, in Head of moving to repent, 
Will indignation move and difcontent ; 
Which will mens hardned hearts obdurate more, 
And make their fault much greater then before. 

Vnleffe thou give a bleffing, I may drive 
As well to make a marble ilone alive, 
As to effedl my purpofe : yea, all this 
Like wholefome counfell to a mad man is. 
And, I for my good meaning (hall be tome 
In pieces, or expofed be to fcorne. 
For, they againil thy word doe ftop their eare ; 
And, wilde in difobedience, will not heare. 

In this, we all confefle our felves to blame, 
And that we therefore have deferved (hame. 
Yea, Lord we doe acknowledge, that for this 
There nothing elfe to us pertaining is, 
(Refpefling our owne worth) but defolation. 
And finall footing out, without compafTion. 

But gracious God, though fuch our merit be. 
Yet, mercy ftill pertaineth unto thee. 
To thee the a6t of pard'ning and forgiving, 
As much belongs (oh Father everliving) 
As plagues to us : and it were better far 
Our Unnes had leife then their defervings are, 
Then that thy Clemency (hould be outgone. 
By all the wickednelTe that can be done. 

As well as theirs whofe lives now left them have, 
Thou canfl command thofe bodies from the grave. 
Who Rink, and putrifie, and buried be 
In their corruption. Such, oh Lord ! are we. 
Oh ! call us from this grave ; and (hew thy pow'r 
Vpon this much polluted Land of our, 

& 5 Which 
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Which is not only fick of works unholy. 
But almoil dead and buried in her folly. 

Forgive us all our flips, our negligences, 
Our fms of knowledge, and our ignorances ; 
Our daring wickednefle ; our bloody crimes ; 
And all the fault of pad and prefent times. 
Permit not thy jufl wrath to bume for ever ; 
In thy difpleafure doe not flill perfever ; 
But, call us from that pit of Deaths and Sin, 
And from that path of Hell which we are in. 

Remember, that this Vineyard hath a Vine, 
Which had her planting by that hand of thine. 
Remember, when from Egypt thou remov'dft it. 
With what entire affedlion, then, thou lov'dfl. it. 
How thou didft weed and drefle it heretofore ; 
How thou didfl fence it from the forrell Bore ; 
And think, how fweet a vintage then it brought, 
When thy firll worke upon her thou hadft wrought .* 

Remember, that without thy daily care. 
The choicefl. plants, foone wilde and fruiUefle are ; 
And, that as long as thou dod prune and dreffe, 
The fowreft Vine fliall bring a fweet encreafe. 

Remember, alfo ILord, how dill that Foe, 
Who fird purfued us, doth feek to fow 
His tares among thy wheat ; and to his pow*r, 
Break downe thy fence, and trample, and devoure 
The feeds of grace, as foone as they doe fprout j 
And is too drong, for us to keep him out 

Oh ! let not him prevaile, fuch harme to do us, 
As he defires, but, Lord, returne unto us 
Retume in mercy. Though thou find us flack 
To come our felves, fetch, draw, and pull us back 
From our owne courfes, by thy grace divine, 
And fet, and keep us, in each way of thine. 

W 
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We from our foes have faved beene by thee ; 

And in thy love, oh Lord ! triumphed we. 

But now behold, difgrac'd thou throw'ft us by, 

And we before our adverfaries flye. 

At us our neighboring Nations laugh and jeere, 

And, us they fcome, whom late we made to feare. 

Oh God arife, rejedl us not for aye ; 

No longer hide from us thy face away : 

But, come, oh come with fpeed to give us aid, 

And let us not be lofl though we have flraid. 

Vouchfafe that ev'ry one in his degree, 
The fecret errors of his life may fee \ 
And, in his lawfull calling, all his dayes, 
Performe his Chriflian duty, to thy praife. 
Give peace this troublous age ; for, perilous 
The times are growne, and no man fights for us 
But thou oh God ! nor do we feek or crave, 
That any other Champion we may have. 
Nay give us troubles, if thy will be fo, 
That we may have thy (Irength to beare them too ; 
And in affliction thee more glorifie, 
Then heretofore in our profperity. 
For when thy countenance on us did Ihine, 
Thofe Lands that boafled of their come and wine, 
Had not that joy which thou didil then infpire, 
When we were boyld and fryde, in blood and fire. 

Oh I give againe that joy, although it cod us 
Our lives. Reflore thou what our fin hath loil us. 
Thy Churchy in thefe Dominions Lord preferve 
In purity : and teach us thee to ferve 
In holinefie and righteousneffe, untill 
We (hall the number of our dayes fulfill 
Defend thefe Kingdomes fi*om all overthrowes, 
By forraine enemies, or home-bred foes. 
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Our King with ev*ry grace and vertue bleffe, 
Which may thine honour and his owne encreafe. 
Inflame our Nobles with more love and zeale. 
To thy true Spoufe^ and to this Common-weale, 
Infpire our Clergie in their feverall places. 
With knowledge, and all fandlifying graces ; 
That by their lives and doflrines they may reare 
Thofe parts of Syon^ which decayed are. 
Awake this People^ give them foules that may 
Beleeve thy word, and thy commands obey. 
The Plagues deferv'd already, fave them from. 
More watchfull make them, in all times to come. 
For bleffrngs pail, let hear^ thanks be given. 
For prefent ones, let facrifice to heav*n 
Be daily ofFred up. For what is needing 
(Or may be ufefull in the time fucceeding) 
Let faithfull prayers to thy throne be fent. 
With hearts and hands upright and innocent : 
And let all this the better furthred be, 
Through thefe Remembrances^ now brought by me. 

For which high favour, and emboldning thus 
My fpirit, in a time fo dangerous ; 
For chuiing me, that am fo defpicable, 
To be employed in this honorable 
And great employment (which I more efteeme, 
Then to be crowned with a Diadem) 
For thy enabling me in this Embaffage ; 
For bringing to conclufion this my Mejfage \ 
For fparing of my life, when thoufands dy*d, 
Before, behind me, and on ev'ry fide ; 
For faving of me many a time fmce then, 
When I had forfeited my foule agen : 
For all thofe griefes and poverties, by which 
I am in better things made great, and rich, 

Then 



5^4 



Cant.i. Remembrancer. 282 

Then all that wealth and honor brings man to, 
Wherewith the world doth keepe fo much adoe : 
For all which thou to me on earth had given ; 
For all, which doth concerne my hopes of heaven ; 
For thefe, and thofe innumerable graces, 
Vouchfafed me, at fundry times, and places, 
(Vnthought upon) unfained praife I render ; 
And, for a living facrifice, I tender 
To thee (oh God) my body, foule, and all. 
Which mine I may, by thy donation, call. 

Accept it blefled Maker^ for his fake 
Who did this offring acceptable make, 
By giving up himfelfe. Oh ! looke thou not 
Vpon thofe blemilhes which I have got 
By naturall corruption ; or by thofe 
Polluted adls which from that ulcer flowes. 
According to my skill, I have enrolled 
Thy Mercies ; and thy lujlke I have told. 
I have not hid thy workings in my brefl ; 
But as I could, their pow'r I have exprefl. 
Among our great aflemblies, to declare 
Thy will and pleafure, loe, I doe not feare : 
And though by Princes I am checkt and blamed ; 
To fpeake the truth, I am no whit afhamed. 
Oh ! fliew thou. Lord, thy mercy fo to me. 
And let thy Love and Truth, my guardians be. 

Forgive me all the follies of my youth ; 
My faulty deeds ; the errors of my mouth ; 
The wandrings of my heart, and evVy one 
Of thofe good workes that I have left undone. 
Forgive me all wherein I did amiffe, 
Since thou employd'll me in performing this : 
My doubtings of thy calling me unto it 3 
'btiyfeares^ which oft diiheartned me to doe it ; 

My 
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lAyfloth^ my negligences^ my evafionSy 
And my deferring it, on vaine occafions, 
When I had vowed that no worke of mine, 
Should take me up, till I had fini(ht thine. 

Lord, pardon this ; and let no future fm, 
Nor what already hath committed bin, 
Prophane this Worke \ or caufe the fame to be 
The leffe effe<flual to this land, or me. 
But to my felfe (oh Lord) and others, let it 
So moving be, that we may neVe forget it 
Let not the evill, nor the good efFedl 
It takes, or puffe me up, or me deje<5l : 
Or make me thinke that I the better am, 
Becaufe I tell how others are to blame : 
But, let it keep me in a Chriflian feare. 
Still humbly heedfull what my acfiions are. 
Let all thofe obfervatiotis I have had. 
Of others errors, be occafions made 
To mind me of mine owne. And, left I erre, 
Let ev'ry man be m> jRemembrancer ; 
With fo much charity, as I have fought 
To bring their duties more into their thought 
And, if in any fm I linger long, 
Without repentance ; Lord, let ev'ry tongue 
That names me, check me for it : and, to me 
Become, what I to others faine would be. 

Oh ! let me not be like thofe bufie broomeSy 
Which having clenfed many nafty roomes. 
Doe make themfelves the fouller : but fweet FcUher^ 
Let me be like the precious Diamond rather, 
Which doth by polilhing another ftone, 
The better fliape and luftre, fet upon 
His owne rough body. Let my life be fuch, 
As that mans ought to be, who knoweth much 

Of 
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Of thy good pleafure. And, moil awfull God, 

Let none of thofe, who fpread of me abroad 

Vnjufl reports, the Devills purpofe gaine, 

By making thefe my warnings prove in vaine 

To thofe that heare them : but let fuch difgraces, 

Refledl with (hame upon their Authors faces, 

Till they repent And let their fcandall ferve 

Within my heart true meekneffe to preferve ; 

And that htimility^ which elfe, perchance, 

Vaine glory, or fome naturall arrogance 

Might overthrow, if I fliould think upon 

(Witli carnal thoghts) fome good my lines have done 

Reflraine, moreover, them who out of pride. 
Or ignorance, this Labour fhall deride 
Make them perceive, who fhall prefer a (lory 
Compofed for fome temporall friends glory, 
Before thofe Poems which thy works declare, 
That vaine and witlefie their opinions are : 
And if by thee I was appointed. Lord, 
Thy Iiidgemenis and thy Mercies to record, 
(As here 1 do) for thou thy mark on thofe \ 
Who fhall defpightfully the fame oppofe : 
And let it publikely be feene of all. 
Till of their malice they repent them fhall. 

As I my confcience have difcharged here, 
Without concealing ought for love, or feare ; 
From furious men let me preferved be. 
And from the fcome of fooles, deliver me. 
Vouchfafe at length fome comforting refedlion. 
According to the yeares of my afflidlion. 
On me, for good, fome token pleafe to fhow. 
That they who fee it, may thy bounty know ; 
JKejoyce, with fellow-feeling of the fame. 
And joyne with me, in pralfing of thy Name, 

And 
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And left (oh Lord !) fome weake ones may defpife 
My words, becaufe of fuch necelTities, 
As they have brought upon me, by their fpight. 
Who to my Studies have beene oppofite : 
Oh ! give me that which may fufficient be, 
To make them know that I have ferved thee. 
And that my labours are by thee regarded, 
Although they feeme not outwardly rewarded. 

Thofe Honors^ or that Wealthy I doe not crave, 
Which they afFedl, who moft endevored have 
To pleafe the World, I onely aske to gaine 
But ^^// and rayment, Lord, for all my paine ; 
And that the (launders, and the poverties, 
Wherewith my patience thou (halt exercife. 
Make not thefe Lines, or me, become a fcome, 
Nor leave me to the world-ward, quite forlome. 

Yet, in preferring of this humble Suit^ 
I make not my requeft fo abfolute. 
As that I will capitulate, or tye 
To fuch conditions, thy dread Majefly. 
For, if to honour but an earthly Prince 
My Mufe had fung ; it had beene impudence 
To prompt his bounty ; or, to doubt he might 
Forget to doe my honeft Labours right. 

Doe therefore as thou pleafeft : only give 
Thy Servant grace contentedly to Hve, 
And to be thankful!, whatfoever (hall 
In this my weary Pilgrimage befall. 

Such things thou doft command me to require, 
With earneft, and an abfolute defire : 
With which I come : befeeching I may finde 
Thy love continue, though none elfe be kinde ; 
That blefTedneife eternall I may get. 
Though all I lofe on earth, to compafTe it ; 

And 



568 



The Conclufion. 284 

And that, at lail, when my accompt is eaven, 
My payment may be fummon'd up in heaven. 

Lord^ this will pleafe me : call me quickly thither, 
And pay me there my wages all together : 
Not that which mine by merit feemes to be ; 
But, what by thy meere grace is due to me. 

The Conclufion. 

^O now (though not fo fully as I ought J 
w3 My Vow is paid ; and to an end is brought 
This worktyfor which God plea^d my life to fpare^ 
When thoufands round about meflaughtred were, 
NoWy live or dye J care not: for I fee 
But little ufefulneffCy or need of me. 

Becaufe none knowes what God may call him to ; 
I will not fay precifely what Fie doe: 
Buty in this hind of murAng, to endeavor ^ 
Or be employed againe, I purpofe never, 
For^ if this profit not, it will be vaine 
For me toftrike upon this firing againe. 

If theft doe not prevailed 7 jhaU fuppofe^ 
Words are not wanting herefo much as blowes ; 
And that the filthy will be filthy flilly 
Till they the meafure of their fin fulfill \ 
Ory that God will to free us from pollutiony 
Putfome unufuaU Plague in execution. 

Which to prevent y to him Pie humbly pray y 
Andy whilft J IrvCy endeaver what I may 
My Countries welfare 'y feeking meanes tofindcy 
Tofpendfor her avaiUy my dayes behinde ; 
And laboring fOy my Talent to employy 
That 7 may come into my MsAersjoy. 
Andy though (when aU is done which I am able) 
Myfervice will be but unprofitable : 

Yety 
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Yet,jm JwiUbe doing, that, when he 
Shall come, I be not idle found to be. 

If any blame what is orfhall be done ; 
My Confcience knoweth I would injure none \ 
And that I doe not meddle further, than 
Becommeth me that am a private man, 
Thos^h otherwife itfeeme to thofe who weigh not 
When private men may fpeake, and when they may not. 

The building of a Towne we doepreferre 
Vnto the Mafon and the Carpenter ; 
But, when it is on fire, we care not who 
Doth come to quench it,fo the fame he doe. 
And, though in f died times, the Statutes awe 
The ruder fort, fometime therms Martiall-Law. 

Tis true indeed, thai ordinary times. 
And thofe that are but ordinary crimes. 
May by the Common luilice be amended, 
Andfhould not be by others reprehended ; 
Except it be in termes, refpe fling all 
States, perfons, times, and fin in genercUl. 
Yet (as King David /ay^J^ If overthrowne 
Foundations be ; what then amiffe is done. 
By honeft men, if God tojhew our fall. 
Shall fome, in extraordinary, callt 

We now have thofe that neither fiand in awe 
Of ordinary Magiflrate, or Law. 
Nay, Law is made a mockage, and afcome. 
And, they who have appointed beene, and fwome 
To judge us by the Lawes, deny their pottfr. 
Except, when they mayferve them to devoure. 
We now havefinners, who are got above 
The reach of men appointed to reprove 
In ordinary courfe. Yea, fins have we, 
Which brooh not, toucht, or mentioned to be : 
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No notfo much as fray d againjl^ through feare 
Of angring thofe that their wd wilUrs are. 
And^ this great itnpudency daily growes 
Softrongy that all our freedomes weJhaU lofe^ 
And Natures Lowes ^re long will all be broken^ 
If none fhoiddfpeake \ and therefore I havefpoken. 

Andy if for this I may not live as fru 
As I was borne (and as I ought to be) 
I hope to dye, doe malice what it can. 
An honefl and a confiant Englifhman, 
\Vhofe fall fhall be no blemifh to his Name ; 
Buty infamy to thofe, who caufd the fame. 

Butyfuffer this {will Politicians dreame) 
Andyfuch apreftdent will hearten them 
To libellizey who wanting grace, and reafon. 
Divulge their fharpfang'd Poems out offeafon : 
And they who Write for nothing but tofhow 
Tlieir fpleens, or that the world may come to know 
Their Faculty, mens perfons may abufe, 
And brave it thus, their boldneffe to excufe. 

But, wliat is this to me? (7f others will 
Becaufe I have done well, be doing ill) 
Let them arui thofe, whom thereby they offend 
About that matter, by themfelves contend. 
Tis fit for fober men their fwords to weare^ 
Although by drunkards they abufed are. 
Which frudome I, have claimed, and uidyoufa\ 
And from the claime will never beaten be 

In eifry yfotVtfomepaffage will dif cover 
To knowing men, what was the chief eft moover : 
Which they who have the Spirit ofdifceming. 
Should marke ; for, tis a matter worth t/u teaming. 
And, when they find an hyiiS^or fhould befhent. 
Let him receive his worthy chafiifement. 

But, 
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But, when hispaines deferveth a reward, 
Afflill him not, thoi^h him you nought r^ard. 

A Libeller is impudently bold, 
When he hath Times, or Patrons to uphold 
His biting Straines ; andfoone is he de/cryd; 
For lie, tojtrike all faults, is terrifid: 
And f cares what perills may his aH attend. 
If none he knowesfave God to be his Friend. 
But, they who have my minde, willbefofar 
From f ear e to write, although you doe not f pare 
To punifh me, that they will write the more ; 
Make up thefumme that wanteth on myfcore ; 
And reprehenfums forth fo loud will thunder. 
That at your follies times to come will ivonder. 
For, outward hopes, have not my tongue unloof 'd, 
Nor can my mouth by outward feares be clos'd 

What J have done is done : and J am eapd. 
And glad, how ever others will be pleaf^d. 
Let them who fhaU perufe it, praife, or laugh. 
Revile, orfcoffe, or threat, or f wear e, or chafe. 
All's one to me\ So I within be ilill, 
Without me, let men keepe what noife they will. 
For,fure I am, though they myfiefh confound, 
Thefoule, Ifeeke tofave,fhallftill be found. 
And this I know ; that nor the brutifh rages 
Of this now prefent, orfucceeding Ages, 
Shall root this Poeme out ; but, that to all 
Enfuing times, the fame continue Jkally 
To beperufed tn this Zand, as long 
As here theyJhcM retaine the £ngli(h tongue: 
Or, while there fhall be Errors, and offences, 
Diforders, Difcords, Plagues, or Peflilences. 

And, if our evills we depart not from, 
Before the day of our deflndlion come, 

This 
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TAts Book Jha/I to the times that follow Jhow, 
What fins they were which catifd our overthrow : 
And teJHfie to others (fi>r their learning) 
That Vengeance did notfeize us without warning. 

If they who know t/iefiate of this our Landy 
CanjufUyfay that her Affaires doefland 
Infudi a pofture as was ordinary \ 
Or, that thefe Times the face doefeeme to cary 
Which they have had: or^ if they fee not here^ 
More wants J more doubts^ and terror s^ then there were: 
Or, if this Meflage (whatfoirefucceeddh) 
Be tnore (or more infifUd on) then needeth : 
Or^ if it give th any jufl fufpition 
That thence mayfpring occafions ^fedition ; 
Nay if that all my Readers may not gather 
Good motives thence^ l^f^ fedition, rather-, 
Andfuch like meanes ofreilifying that 
Which is, or may be harmftUl to the State : 
Let me beftriilly quefHoned^ and blamed^ 
And cenfur'd too ; as one that hath defamed 
Or injured his Country. Or, if they 
Who fhcUl perufe this Booke, can truly fay. 
That I have caufed this Remembrancer 
Tofpeake like ei/ry vulgar Meffenger ; 
If any circumflance can prove, I bend 
My purpofes, to worke my private end', 
Or, that I perfons fcandalize, or flatter ; 
Or that I in the manner, or the matter, 
Refemblefuch a Pamphleter, asfeares 
The lofing of his liberties^ or cares : 
Or, thai I fpeake like them who railing come, 
They neither care at what, nor yet at whom. 
So they may raile ; Or, if I have notfhowed 
My Mtfbgts from fuch a Spirit flowed, 

As 
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As is wdl knowne unto him^ and whereby 
He can defend them, with good warranty : 
Ifihefe^ or ought like thefe things may be/aid^ 
(To prove the part of an Impodor p/aid) 
Let him who thinks he can unmask me^flrvve 
To do it^ and as he thall doe^ beleeve. 

But if they find (which daubtleffe they fhaU find) 
Who view this Poerae with afingU minde) 
That I have here delivered things exceeding 
My meanes of knowledge , or my Julps ofbreeding. 
So far f as that my Readers cannot chufe 
But know fome poiifr divine did tliem infufe: 
If they fhall find^ by my confeffions here^ 
That I am fubjeH to the felfe fame feare 
Which ot/iersfeele ; and yet have dared more 
Jnfome refpeHs^ then others heretofore: 
Jf they perceive, that J did oft defire 
Through frailty, from this ailion to retire \ 
And, that I had a fupernaturall Will, 
My naturall Defires refifhng fHll, 
And forcing me, ev*n in my owne defpight. 
That matter of this Volume to endite : 
If they perceive, as well perceive they may^ 
That I had many lets within my way, 
So cumberfome, as made the Work appeare 
Scarce poffible, to him that willing were'. 
And, how God madefuch hindrances become 
More helpfull at the lafl, then troublefome. 

If they obferve, how when my fortunes all 
At hazard lay (and were tofland or fall 
According to their wils, who may, with me. 
For this, if God forbid not, angry be) 
That I, though many did tJufame condemne^ 
Did {this tofinifh) quite gizte over them, 

Which 
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Which then J might have fitted \ had I thought 
Gods kingdome ought notjirjl to have beenfimght. 

If they did know how well I know the rage^ 
The fittijhneffe^ and malice of this age\ 
How little confcience fome doe make to killy 
Oppreffe, or ruinate, to get their %vill\ 
Or whatfmall meanes, or hope of friends j have^ 
My body from their violence to fave : 

Jfthefiy andfuch like things as thefe were heeded^ 
All thefe preventions Jhould not noiv have needed: 
For^ they would fee^ this had not beene effe^d, 
Vnleffe Gods hand had ftrengthned and direiled: 
And they who elfe my perfon may coniemne, 
Would feare, that they in me would injure him, 

7 know^ fome pleafe to fay ^ that thus I vent 
Bold words \ becaufe Ifeeke imprifonment : 
As if to me thereby there might arife 
A profits by conceaPd Gratuities. 
Thus many Schifmaticks indeed have done^ 
And honefl men and women prefd upon^ 
To charities abufi : But, God doth knoiv 
That yet with me it never hath beene fo: 
But thai my heart both f comes and hates to be 
Sofalfe and bafe, as thefe doe cenfure me. 

I doe, and will confeffe unto the praife 
Of him y who unto me my friends did raife^ 
That when J did, in thrall oppreffed grow, 
With wantsj which none but God and I did know ; 
And was metdd up fo clofi, that to no friend, 
I might a Prayer, or Petition find, 
But unto God : he moi^d the hearts of fome 
To fend mefuccour: And, I vouf, to whom^ 
Except to him, 7 Jhould my thanks repay, 
(For much thereof) I know not to this day. 

It 
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// was enough tojkaw me^ thai Gad will 
In all extreanuSy provide things medfuU JHIL 
And decently and well did itfuffice 
In my rejlraini^ for all neceffiiies. 
Buty whatfo^refome ihinke^ I brought not forth 
Jnto the world with we, one farthing worth 
Above my charge : but, there jufl eaven made 
Of all which from Gods bountious hand I hctd. 
For, what was more thmferdd tofet me free, 
I gave to others, as he gave to me. 
Which, not in boafi, J mention \ but, Ifpeake 
The truth, that this the more effeH may take, 

A foolifh policie in me it were 
(Forfuch a bafe uncertainty as here 
Objelled is) to venture as I doe 
The loffe of that which I had reacht unto 
Ere now : hcul this beene left, to fettle that 
Which doth conceme my temporall eflate. 

The King hathjltowne me favour : at this houre^ 
I doe not know that man, (^/'Name, or pou^r 
Whofeperfon J envy or difaffeSt, 
Or whom of any maliu Ifufpetl 
To me or mine : with me they all are friends, 
That were at odds ; and to attaine my ends 
In my Aflfaires, / never had a day 
So probable as now, iflwouldjhy 
This Meflage : and perchance, this bring meJhaU 
In all my outward hopes unto a fall \ 
Yet, thisfhallfirfl be told, that you may fee. 
My Hopes are greater, then my Feares can be ; 
And that it may be knowne, I doe difclaime 
Thofe ends, at which mofi thinke I bafely aime, 

Thefe Arguments, asfuch like words as may 
Anticipate, I here beforehand, fay \ 

Not 
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Not that I thitike it pofflble, by them 
To change their mindes that will this Book contemner 
For^ tis not in the povfr <7^ Argument, 
Or words, to make the wilfidl provident. 
It lieth not in honejl protejlations 
To overthrow malicious combinations ; 
No nor in Miracles, till God Jhall pleafe 
( Who of all hearts doth keepe the locks and keyes, 
Tojhut and open tJiem.) For they that heard 
And li'dd to fee fulfilPd, wJiat was declared 
By leremy againfl lerufalem ; 
His counfell they did ttatheleffe contemner 
When he their flight to iEgypt did oppofe ; 
Andfo became of their owne overthrowes 
The unlfull caufe. Nay, when our SdiViOMr fpake 
To ludas, and that Band which came to take 
His per f on \ to the ground thofe men heftrooke 
Ev^n with his voice : and, on the Croffe, hefhooke 
The Earth, and rent the Temple with his cry \ 
Yet^ that and all the refl was paffed by 
Ofmofl beholders, as if they had beene 
Vnfenfible of what was heard andfeene. 

I therefore, thefe Preventions doe infert, 
To aggravate the hardneffe of tluir heart 
Whofhall be obflinate. And here declare 
What may befaid or done, ^re done they are ; 
That all may know, whenfuch things come to paffe 
Nought fcUs on me^ but what expelled was ; 
And that the better working this may have 
On thofe whofhall Gods Meffages receive 
By this Remembrancer. For, God hath fent^ 
Though I (unworthy) am his inflrument 

Him, unadvifedly composed I not, 
Nor was he by a miracle begot. 

* To 
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To fit him for this pitrpofe \ I have thrice 

Imprifonment endured: Clofe-prifon twice. 

Much trouble I have pajl which tJume etifi^d\ 

Through wants andflaunders not a few Ifcnid\ 

Andy being guarded by Gods Providence, 

1 lately walked through the Peftilence, 

Andfaw, andfelt^ what Nature doth abhor^ 

To harden me^ and to prepare me for 

This Worke. And therefore he^ who thinkes hejhall 

With his big lookcs orfpeeches me appall^ 

Mufl look more grim thai Death \ more ugly if ar^ 

Then Vizards^ or thefhapes of Devils are \ 

Breathe ranker poif on then a plague filPd grave \ 

Andflampy and rore^ and teare^ andflare^ and rave. 

More dreadfully y and louder then a man 

InfeHed with fix Pellilences can : 

Elfe, I (to play with terrors being borne) 

Shall laugh both him and all he doth^ to fcorm, 

Andy though I may, perchance (as did the befl 
Of all Gods children when they were opprefl) 
Sometime bewaile my fuffrings, or declare 
That J doe feele them when their waight I beare ; 
Yet murmur 7vill I not, at whal is laid 
Vpon me, neither feeke ioflefhfor aid. 

By whafs here done, may trouble come upon me ; 
But, not performing it, had quite undone me: 
Since, 7 through feare of what the world may doe, 
Neglefled had, what God had ccUPd me to. 
For, of his calling me, the meanes and wayes 
Whereby my weakneffe he to this did raife, 
Vnqueflionable evidence doe give. 
And, they who doe not, yet, tJiefame beleeve. 
Will think t/iefame, perhaps, when tliey fliall fee 
Themfelves enclofed with new Plagues to be. 

Thus 
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Thus I beUeving, and confidering. 
What fearUfn^e this ail therewith doth brings 
( With what affurances^ I doe poffeffe) 
Me thinks it were a matchleffe wickedneffe 
To difobey, Yeafure^ I more in that 
Wron^d God^ then JJhallfeeme to tvrong the State, 
In uttring what fome few are loth to heare. 
However divers thinke\ this is myfeare. 
Yea, to myfoule^fo horrible a thing 
The wilfiill dif obeying that great King 
Appeared hath ; thai, never Jhould Jfleepe 
In peace againe, if I did filence ketpe. 
And therejfore, neither all the royall graces 
Of Kings ; nor gifts, nor honotir able places. 
Should flop my mouth. Nor would Ifmother this. 
Though twenty Kings Jiadfworne that Ifhould kiffe 
The Gallowesfor it\ left my QovScxtViZ'tfhould 
lorment me more, then all men living could. 

Yea, though this minde were but my ignorance, 
Or fancy (as it will be thought, perchance) 
Yet, fince this Fancy may prefent to me 
As hideous feares, as things that reall be. 
Tie hazard rather twenty deaths to dye, 
Then to be tortured by my Fantafie. 
For, I had rather in a dungeon dwell 
Five yeares ; then in myfoule tofeele a hell 
Five minutes : and,fo God will be my friend, 
Jfhall not care how many J offend. 

And, yet, (now I remember) troubled is 
My heart a little, for one thing amiffe 
Which I have done. This Meffenger hath bin 
Long time kept out ; and I did thrufi him in 
Without a Licence ', left he comming late. 
Might fhew you a Commiflion out of date. 
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I could excu/e the fail^ and lay the crime 
Vpon the much dif order of the time : 
For J mojl men kno^v^ that in a Watch or Clocke 
When it is out of order once or broke^ 
T/ie wheeies tJiat are unfaultie move awry 
As well €^ they in whom the faults doe lye. 
But, thai you may not thinke Idoeprofeffe 
Againfl the State ^ as wholly mercileffe^ 
Or that I thinke it nothing to mifdoe 
Againfl good Order, though compelld thereto \ 
For this I aske forgiveneffe \ andfubmit, 
My felfe to them, whojhall in judgement fit 
Vpon the fail. For which if I obtaine 
My Pardon, IfJiall humbly entertaine 
Their favours with my thankefullefi refpe^s, 
Andy hope this Meffage will have good effeils, 

yf otherunfe I finde \ myBodyfhall 
Be ready to fubjeSl itfdfe to all 
Their flridlefl Penalties : and when I am 
Euough affli^dfor what is to blame 
Jn this, or me : I know, God will releafe 
By Body, or my Soule, ofgaine in peace. 

To him alone, for Patronage, I run : 
Lord, let ihypleafnre, and thy will be done. 

The glory be to God. 



THe faults efcaped in the printing, wee had not 
fuch meanes to prevent, as we defired ; nor could 
we conveniently colle<5l them, by reafon of our haft, 
or hazard, and other interruptions: wee therefore 
leave them to be amended, cenfured, and winked at, 
according to the Readers courtefie or difcretion. 
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